St. Olaf Lutheran Church
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bruary 2026

From Pastor Tom:
Welcome to our Missionaries Mary Beth & Bayo Oyebade from Jos, Nigeria!

e oI5 They will share their story with us this coming weekend, January 31+

and February 1.

Make every effort to attend. | think you will learn a lot and appreciate
all that their work on the frontlines is doing in Jesus’ name.

- A little background: My wife, Kris, and Mary Beth were roommates at
Luther College in the early 1990’s. Falrly immediately after Mary Beth
graduated, she took a teaching mremss : ;
position at this Christian school &8
in Nigeria and eventually . %

became the principal. She met Bayo and expanded their reach to __*&8

orphans, ladies on the street, widows, all people in need, and
education and so much more.

We see them every 3-5 years as they travel to share what’s going on
with the churches and households that support their work. Thank you
for supporting them with your dollars in the Mission Fund.

MEALS AND SUPPLIES NEEDED
TO HELP HOMELESS FAMILIES WITH FAMILY PROMISE

Our next week to provide meals and other food items for people staying at the center, including
children & teens, is February 9 - 15, 2026.

Please sign up on the donation sheet displayed in the Gathering area here at St. Olaf or let Elaine or
Justine know what you can donate. Any questions, ask us.

The meal and grocery items are listed with the sign-up sheet along with a list of other essentials needed.
Please label your prepared meal (can be frozen if prepared in advance) and drop off in our church kitchen.
Your meals or extra food items & essentials needed by Noon on Monday, February 9t or beforehand so it
can be delivered that day to Family Promise in West Bend.

THANK YOQOU for helping those in need. g .
- FamilyPromise




FEBRUARY LAY MINISTRY SCHEDULE

Jane Christenson

Date Asst. Minister Musicians February Altar Guild:
Sun., Feb. 1 Scott Clara Birkel February Counters: Paul Christenson
9:00 a.m. Siegrist Garrett Monis Sue Grulke
Sat., Feb. 7 Cindy Clara Birkel
5:00 p.m. Schlieve Steve Stretz FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES
Sun., Feb. 8 Assistant Clara Birkel
9:00 a.m. Needed Steve Stretz | 22 10NV & Haley Mueller (1)
Sat., Feb. 14 | Mary Clara Birkel FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
5:00 p.m. Hershoff Garrett Monis 4 Dave Johnston
Sun., Feb. 15 | Mary Clara Birkel 5 Kathleen Bennett G :
9:00 a.m. Hershoff Garrett Monis 6 Mary Hershoff, Andrea Roth ‘:;-;” ey
Sat., Feb. 21 Mary Cathy Paquette | 9 Ronelle Christenson ‘“ L) 4
5:00 p.m. Hershoff Steve Stretz 10 Marilyn Carlson ’.K, YV
Sun., Feb. 22 | Mary Clara Birkel 11 Sally Pietz )
9:00 a.m. Hershoff Steve Stretz 12  Blondie Green, William Smithyman
Sat., Feb. 28 | Assistant Garrett Monis 13  Steve Portz
5:00 p.m. Needed Cathy Paquette | 15  Dawn Christ
Steve Stretz 16 Jim Koepke

17 Ronald Egelseer, John Roth, Eric Weber

18 Randall Bates, Christine Schultz

19 Aldon Schlieve, Joseph St. George

21 Brian Solveson, Owen Otto

23  Olivia Marx

24  Kris Pietz, Owen Siegmann

25 Ken Bingen

26  Garrett Monis, Patricia Warnecke

27 Chris Schneider, Kimberly Yohn

4‘.’4

February 16, 2026

Valentine’s Day
February 14"

PARTNERS IN MEDICAL MISSIONS
Hello Friends,
| want to thank everyone one that has made a donation to Partners in Medical Missions. | was planning on
joining the team on January 10%" in Antigua, Guatemala for a week of Orthopedic surgery. Unfortunately, my
husband Doug had to have a major emergency surgery on December 18".
| am sad that | wasn't able to fulfill my calling, but | want to share that your donations have helped the patients
in Guatemala fulfill their dream of having a knee or hip replacement to improve their quality of life.
Thank you for your generosity!
Peggy Morrissey



SOUPER BOWL FOR HUNGER

Sunday, February 8t
Youth will be helping to collect cash and non-perishable food items for donation to local food charities.
You are invited to join them after worship service for some delicious soup!

JOIN S.0.S.

The “St Olaf Stitchers” will start meeting again on Tuesday, February 3™ at
9:00 in Fellowship Hall. In case you missed the previous article, no skills
are required to be a part of this small group. We create much needed
simple quilts for those in need throughout the United States and
beyond. The schedule is every Tuesday morning from 9:00 until roughly
noon starting on February 3™ and ending on March 31st. This is a very
flexible and forgiving schedule with weekly attendance not required but
appreciated. Everything is supplied so there is no need to bring anything
for the first week. We would love to see some new faces!

FROM TREE TO TABLE:
DISCOVER THE JOY OF MAKING MAPLE SYRUP
‘ Imagine the aroma of sweet maple steam filling the late-winter air.

Making maple syrup is so rewarding, connecting one to nature,
building camaraderie, resulting in Saintly Syrup!

Come join us and spend time outdoors to overcome the “winter
slump.” If you want to be notified of days/times volunteers are
needed, send an email to stidge101@hotmail.com or just drive by
to see if there’s any activity. Woods are located east of the
intersection of Lincoln & Norwegian Roads.

Starting date: Around mid-February.

Requested supplies: 10 boxes narrow (regular) Kerr or Ball lids
5 boxes wide Kerr or Ball lids
**Off-brands do not always seal**

| have plenty of quart and pint size jars. However, if you're cleaning out your basement or find them at an
estate sale, I'd be happy to have them. Lyn Johnson 262-719-3129

SOAR BOOK CLUB ORDINARY
SOAR Book club meets Thursday, February 12t at noon at St. Olaf's. February's Book [ =i @

selection is Ordinary Grace by William Kent Krueger. This historical mystery novel
explores profound themes of faith, loss, and the resilience of the human spirit during a |
summer that changed a family forever. All are welcome!




News from St. Olaf Women of Grace

February 2026

Women of Grace Meeting

The next meeting of the Women of Grace (WOG) will be on Monday, March 9, 2026 at 3:00 p.m. in the Fellowship
Hall. We welcome all members to attend our meetings and offer suggestions. Please feel free to contact me if you
have comments or suggestions but cannot attend the meeting. Light refreshments will be available.

Searchers

The Searchers Bible study group meets every Tuesday at 9:00 a.m. at the home of Jane Christenson, most usually.
We are currently using the first book of “The Chosen Devotional” series for our study. As always, our discussions
will be interesting, enlightening, and a great experience to share with other women.

The Gather Magazine study that we will be using on February 10, 2026 is the second of a two-part study entitled
“Embodied Prayer” by the Rev. Liv Larson Andrews. The description of the study is “Prayer is an important part of our
relationship with God, and one of the ways we respond to God speaking in our lives. At the same time, we may carry all kinds
of baggage or heavy questions about prayer: Am | doing it ‘right’? Do | pray enough? Is prayer always done with words? This
two-part Bible study looks to Scripture as a guide to explore some different ways we can pray with our bodies —and with the
body of the earth.” This second study is described as follows: “Scripture inspires us to regard the natural world as both sacred
space and our neighbor. This session explores ways we can pray not only for creation but with creation as our sacred
neighbors. As we pray, even the trees and rivers are our prayer partners. The session concludes with the glorious vision in
Revelation 22 of a restored world and the river of life.” Copies of the study will be available for anyone who does not
subscribe to the magazine. Please feel free to join us for what promises to once again be an interesting and helpful
study.

Lunches Following Funeral Services

As of this writing, we have 2 funerals with lunches to follow in the last week of January. Thank you to all of you
who were able to provide food or help with the serving or clean-up of the luncheon. It is such an important part
of what St. Olaf’s offers to its members, and sometimes even non-members, at a time in their lives when grief is
so new. The opportunity for families and their friends to sit together and enjoy a meal that they did not have to
prepare or serve and share stories is a huge blessing. So, again, THANK YOU for all that each one of you does in
offering this gift.

Wishing you Peace, Love, Joy, and Good Health,
Cindy J. Schlieve, President
262-490-7134; jschlieve@wi.rr.com

“For the spirit God gave us does not make us timid,
but gives us power, love, and self-discipline.”
2 Timothy 1:7 (NIV)




A Child’s Smile

af i ¢/ Child"'s Smile waorifi?

January 10, 2026

This year's A Child's Smile effort provided a Christmas for 1,237 public school and
home school children from 671 local families facing difficult times this Christmas. 100% of the
561,850 received from our generous community organizations, foundations, and individual donors
was converted to Walmart gift cards to provide Christmas joy to children from families
experiencing difficulties. The children and families are anonymous only known by school
counselors.

We would also not be able to have this program without the partnership of the teachers
and counselors in 25 of our local school districts and schools. The schools select the families in
need and ensure that a responsible parent or caregiver in each family receives a 550 Walmart gift
card for each child in their family so they can afford to buy Christmas presents for their children.
The number of kids in each school or school district that received a Christmas gift this year because of
the A Child's Smile program are listed below. Also listed are the organizations and businesses that
partnered with us.

In addition, about 31,500 worth of both hand knitted and mittens were also donated.

They were dispensed by the schools as needed to the kids who lose them or come to school
without warm clothes. Also, about $750 worth of toys, dolls, stuffed animals, and model train sets
were also donated that were gifted to kids in need through the schools.

The schools, families, and | express our heartfelt thanks and appreciation for the
parinership and generosity of our communities in A Child’s Smile. We wish you could read all
the letters of appreciation we have received over the years from schools and families.

We are sending you this report even if you didn't partner with us this year because the
need grows each year, and next year we will again be joining with our communities and local
schools to serve as many local families in need as funding will allow.

We realize you have many charitable giving options, but, if you like a program that is
local, is for kids, and where 100% of the contributions go to the families, we hope you will
consider A Child's Smile when Thanksgiving and Christmas, 2026 rolls around. More
information on the A Child's Smile program can be found at www.st-olaf.org. You can also
contact Lyn Johnson at fammstone@aol.com or Mark Rutkowski at fworubes(@outlook.com.

Mumber of kids provided a Christmas in 2025 by the A Child's Smile program:

Children Families School Children Families School
24 11 Allenton 32 12 Home School
53 42 Beaver Dam Unified 68 32 Horicon Elementary
138 80 Dodgeland 75 44 Hustisford
50 25 Dousman Elementary 29 10 Lomira-LES
9 4 Erin 44 16 Mayville
33 15 Hartford - Central MS 102 42 Randolph
37 18 Hartford - Lincoln b1 33 Rossman Elementary

69 26 HNR-Honor 14 7 Slinger Addison



Children Families School Children  Families School
48 17 Slinger Elementary 25 10 Theresa-TLC
50 24 slinger High 100 86 Watertown High
25 11 Slinger Middle 12 4 Watertown LEAP
12 7 Stone Bank 50 50 Watertown Middle
63 28 Summit Elementary 14 7 Community

The following 2025 donor list was received by every family and school. (It does not include the

many individual contributors):

American Legion Oconomowaoc
Ann McGlinty Family

Ashippun Lions Club

Ashippun Nursery

Bank Five Nine

Basse Farms

Breakfast Kiwanis Club

Color Ink

Cooney Insurance

Dublin Contractors, Inc

Emil Ewald Family Foundation
Fidelity Brokerage

Fox Brother's Piggly Wiggly
Hartford Community Service Inc
Hoof Beats Express LLC
Hummel Giving Fund

Jewelry Mechanics

St. Olaf's Church
www. st-olaf.org

Lyn Johnson
(262) 719-3129

farmstone@aol.com

Lake Country Tire

Lallemand Animal Nutrition
MNeosho Momads Snowmobile Club
Neosho-Rubicon Lions Club
Morth Lake Nomads
Oconomowoc Area Foundation
Oconomowoc Kiwanis
Pheasant Run Farm, LLC
Seneca Foods Corporation

5t John's Christian Mothers

5t Olaf Lutefisk Dinner

5t Olaf Mission Fund

Stifel Investments

VFW Post 2260

Vietnam Veterans

Wagner's Tree Farm

Women of Grace

Zunker-Held VFW Post 3358

Mark Rutkowski
(414) 477-0279

Tworubes@outlook.com



Sharing God's Love;, Caring for Conumunity

A NEW YEAR!

| want to thank you again on
behalf of All Peoples and me
personally for all your support.
2025 was a great year. St. Olaf
has had a presence at All
Peoples every Wednesday of the
year and more. We have

provided fresh produce,
packaged food and other needed
items. We have served

hundreds of families.

In 2026 | hope to continue this
support with everyone’s help.

As it is now, | cannot support the
larger church garden behind the
parsonage as | did last year. It
will be returned to farmland
unless some volunteers come
forward. We will continue with
garden boxes at the church and
of course your gardens, which is
most important. | have a few new
ideas for 2026 that | think you will
be interested in.

To the left is a picture recap of the
year.
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Fat Tuesday — February 17, 2026

6:00 P.M. — Meal (all are welcome)

7:15 P.M. — Short service with the burning of palms
- Free Will Offering —

d:

Ash Wednesday — February 18. 2112«3_-éf:”"'%i

6:30 P.M. — Imposition of ashes & Holy Communion !
(11:00 A.M. Devotion with Imposition of ashes & Holy Communion) *;

2026 Ecumenical Lenten Services
Services will be held at 6:30 PM. at the following churches:

Wednesday, February 25 — St. Killian Catholic Church (Hartford)
Service first, then followed by fellowship

Wednesday, March 4" — Redeemer Lutheran (Hartford)
Service first, then followed by fellowship

Wednesday, March 11" — St. Aidan Episcopal (Hartford)
Food (potato bar)/fellowship available before service.

Wednesday, March 18" — First United Methodist (Hartford)
Food (soup & salad)/fellowship available before service.

Wednesday, March 25" — St. Olaf's Lutheran Church (Alderly)
Service first, then followed by fellowship

Palm Sunday— March 29, 2026
5:00 P.M. Saturday & 9:00 A.M. Sunday Service with Holy Communion

2026 Holy Week Services

Maundy Thursday — April 2" at 6:30 P.M. with First Communion for 4" & 5" graders
Good Friday — April 3" at 6:30 P.M.
Easter Vigil — Saturday, April 4'" at 5:00 P.M.

Easter Sunday - April 5, 2026
;*"‘iﬁ

“M 7:00 A.M. Worship with Holy Communion

-
) -
- 7:45 — 9:00 A.M. Easter Breakfast

He |
Fﬂbéi 9:00 A.M. Worship with Holy Communion

-

O S T O S S S S S — O S S - - - - - -l



OF/CARING

¢=h SOUPER BOWL

OF CARING
Feb. 8th - Youth will be helping to
collect cash and non-perishable food
items for donation to local food charities
in the greater Milwaukee area.

@=h vBS PLANNING
MEETING

Feb. 8th - Join us as we explore our
exciting theme and kick off the planning
together! Reach out to Kris if you'd like to be
involved... or simply come and be part of it.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
REGISTER HERE or at ST-OLAF.ORG

LOOKING FOR:

Volunteers to help teach or assist with
Sunday School. Please contact Kris Pietz
if you are available once a month,

or sign up here:

SUNDAY SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS

ST OLAF YOUTH LEADERSHIP TEAM

PIE AUCTION

March 8th - Our youth will once again

lead the annual Pie Auction, our largest
fundraiser supporting the youth program. Join
us for this fun and meaningful event! We need
youth to help run the auction, friends to enjoy
. the pies, and most importantly...
DELICIOUS PIES to auction.

Please sign up today
to donate a pie.

EASTER KIDS'
WORKSHOP

April 4th, save the date!
More info to come.

L Christmas Work_shop - time for Iunc_:h

Sunday School - Kris Pietz stolafchildren@gmail.com
Confirmation Youth - Pastor Tom Pietz pietztom1@gmail.com
Teen Discipleship - Scott Siegrist stolafyouthleader@gmail.com




ST. OLAF LUTHERAN CHURCH

ANNUAL
PIE AUCTION

Join us on Sunday, March 8, 2026

For good company and PILE!

THE ST. OLAF PIE AUCTION IS
A YOUTH EVENT FUNDRAISER
& BEGINS AT 10:15 AM.

99000000900

St. Olaf members & families: donations of pies are needed!
Please have them to the kitchen by 9:00 a.m. Sunday, March 8'
Proceeds will help defray the cost of our summer trips.

Encouraging ALL youth, families and members of St. Olaf to participate.
Invite your friends and neighbors to share that fun!
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