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Our Part in the Story:  
Daily devotions on Sunday’s Narrative Lectionary text 

Joseph in Potiphar’s House
Genesis 39:1-23

Share your highs and lows for the day.

Read Sunday’s entire text each day to learn the story deeply. Today’s 
text contains a number of mature and complicated themes, which some 
families might not find appropriate to study in detail with smaller 
children. Here are some ideas to consider:

✤Read, act out, or paraphrase Joseph’s story, primarily Genesis 
chapters 37, and 39-47. It might be best to find a good children’s bible 
or videos such as http://vimeo.com/45709355 and http://vimeo.com/
90761273 to help you summarize.
✤Do some research on slavery. Introduce the basic concept to small 
children. Talk about the power differences among different “classes” of 
slaves with older children. Do some study with teens about modern-day 
slavery and human trafficking.

Talk about what you just read, and relate it to your highs and lows. 
The questions and prompts below are intended to spark discussion and 
action. Use one each day or several at one sitting. 

✤ How does you feel about the concept that Potiphar “bought” Joseph? 
How much money do you think a human is worth?
✤ Joseph’s success and hard work led Potiphar to give him power in 
the household. How do you think this went over with the other 
servants?
✤Have you ever had someone try again and again to tempt you to do 
something you shouldn’t? What did you do?

Pray for your family and friends, for the courage to do what’s right, 
for your highs and lows, and for seeing the presence of God, even in 
tough times.

Bless each other by making the sign of the cross on each other’s 
forehead and saying, “God is with you, all the time.” 

Our Part in the Story:  
Daily readings based on Sunday’s Narrative Lectionary text 

Joseph in Potiphar’s House
Genesis 39:1-23

Read a different text each day, and consider how it relates to Sunday’s 
lesson and to your daily experiences. 

Monday: Covenant through Jacob’s line
Genesis 49:1-28

✤ How does Jacob’s prophesy live out Abraham’s covenant? 
How does Judah’s destiny foreshadow his descendent, Jesus?

Tuesday: Joseph Forgives his Brothers
Genesis 50:15-21

✤ How would you have responded if you were Joseph? How 
would you have approached Joseph if you were a brother?

Wednesday: Israel is Oppressed
Exodus 1:1-22

✤Can you think of any modern situations in which those in 
power fear those under their power? What is the result of that 
fear?

Thursday: Signs of Power
Exodus 4:1-17

✤ Do you ever try to get out of God’s calling for you? Did it 
work for Moses?

Friday: God Reassures Moses
Exodus 6:1-14

✤How is this covenant different from the previous ones?

Saturday: The First Passover
Exodus 12:1-28 

✤This text is central to Jewish practice. Which elements of the 
Passover celebration stand out the most to you? 


