Steeple History as of 2020 Renovation
The 2020 renovation of the church steeple is an opportune time to review some history
about our steeple, bell, and cross.
The construction of our church building began in 1873 and was finished in 1875.
In 1875, St. Olaf's minister, Rev. Asperheim, wrote that the steeple rested on columns
and was 90 feet high.
There was no bell in the steeple in the early years. Asperheim wrote, "In 1875,
the young men started a subscription in their group for the purpose of giving the
congregation a church bell".
An April 7, 1883 article in the Wisconsin Free Press had this to say about the bell.
“The members of the Norwegian Lutheran Congregation have raised money to purchase a
bell for the church.”
The bell was purchased from Meneely & Co., West Troy, New York in 1883. It
weighs 1,500 lbs. Supports for the bell platform were built when the bell was installed.
A May 5, 1883 news article read, “The congregation of the Norwegian Lutheran
Church last Monday raised their new bell into the steeple of the church, and now we are
within hearing of the church bell. We have waited and suffered long."
The following is in raised lettering on the bell, "MENEELY & CO., WEST
TROY, N.Y. SOLI DEO GLORIA ST. OLAF'S NORWEGIAN LUTHERAN
CHURCH ASHIPPUN, WIS., U.S.A. O.J.M. WILHELMSEN PASTOR A.D.
MDCCCLXXXIII."
A bit of trivia is that it should have read, O.I.M. Wilhelmsen and not O.J.M.
Wilhelmsen. Wilhelmsen's full name was Ole Iver Moe Wilhelmsen.
The bell has an A-flat ring and was first rung from the belfry and not in the
balcony as it is today. One hour before service, they would ring the bell three times. It
would be rung again three times one half hour before service and again at the time of
service as a reminder that "church was about to start".
They also rang the bell when someone died. One ring was given for each year of
age of the deceased to help neighbors, counting the rings, figure out who died. On the
day of the funeral, a man would be posted in the belfry to watch for the approach of the
funeral procession. When the horses drawn buggies, sleighs, or wagons were spotted, he
would commence ringing the bell.
The steeple did not always have a cross on top. At first, there was a round ball
with an arrow type weather vane above the ball.
In 1942, Carl Peterson purchased a six foot neon cross for the steeple. The
Brotherhood's oyster supper proceeds helped provided $25 toward the installation.
Gilbert Wiser repaired the steeple, and Joe Handel installed the cross. It survived until a
1987 lightning strike.
In 1987, Karlo Swenson arranged for a new stainless steel cross to be made.
Herbert Johnson formed the neon tubing and wiring and enclosed the cross with a plastic
protective shield. It is about six feet high and was put in place by a crew with a crane.
The project cost $4,697.
In 2004, a new slate and copper shingled roof was installed to protect the steeple.

