
Council minutes – August 2, 2018 – George Monis, Pr. Tom, Roger Johnson, Sandy Weiss, Karl Monis, 
Mary Hershoff, Paul Christenson   Guests: Thomas Mattson, Peggy Morrissey 
 
 
Parsonage front/Eagle Scout project – Thomas Mattson presented the plan for finishing off the 
landscaping for the front of the parsonage which will include installing a new concrete sidewalk to the 
front door, redoing/planting border beds, installing a privacy fence at the back door, building a bench for 
seating at the front door area, and filling in and seeding areas where stumps have been removed in the 
yard. Estimated cost should be approximately $2400.  
 
Discussion was held how this project fit in with other proposed outdoor and renovation projects. This is a 
separate project and should be a priority to be completed this summer. Paul moved, and Sandy 
seconded, that we go ahead with the project, firm up the estimated cost for the sidewalk, use Memorial 
Funds to guarantee the sidewalk cost is covered, and solicit the congregation for additional funding and 
donations of time & talent. Motion passed. It was also suggested that we could set up a display at the 
Bluegrass Festival to get donations.  
 
Peggy Morrissey reported on the progress of the steeple renovation. Money will come from the Facilities 
Maintenance account, so we should be able to proceed once a reasonable plan is finalized. At our last 
meeting the council approved replacement of the west doors to provide a better weather proof sealing, 
and easier access to the west lawn. Kick off of the proposed outdoor plan will be later this year – early 
next year. Paul commented that it would be great to have that area finished by next summer. Also, Karl 
expressed a desire to see a gazebo type structure located in the back lawn/field area to provide more 
room for larger functions and activities. 
 
On Sunday, August 5 we will dedicate the Burr Oak tree that was given to us by St. Catherine’s in honor 
of the 500

th
 Anniversary of the Reformation and planted in the front yard of the church.  

 
Pr. Tom noted that the sump pump, radon fan and remaining glass block windows still need to be 
installed in the basement of the parsonage.  
 
Treasurer’s report: Roger pointed out on the Snapshot report that our current checking account balance 
of “ours to spend” is approximately $5600 which is a healthy amount for this time of the summer. We 
should make it through the summer, but should continue to find ways to encourage a healthy base in the 
General Fund through Simply Giving and increased commitment with the goal to be able to encourage 
specified areas of support for various ministries, and continued commitment to the Building Maintenance 
Fund. He has been making specific requests to individuals for donations to the goal of paying off our 
mortgage by the end of the year with success. Additionally, with the continued support from the 
Congregation of at least $500/week this should be possible. He also offered an opportunity for a group or 
perhaps some youth to make money by selling the bumper crop of sweet corn that he and Jerry Feutz will 
have available.  
 
The SAS letter is being finalized and will be used to communicate our goals to the congregation for future 
ministries this fall. It will be important to get the congregation onboard to continue support for the 
“Facilities Maintenance” fund when the mortgage is paid off.  
 
Lyn Johnson reported she hopes to use our logo for use on mugs for visitors, and will continue to put 
together St. Olaf Gift Bags for new members that include a pint of Saintly Syrup. She has been 
coordinating sending out flyers for the Bluegrass Festival and has also approached three new neighbors 
about visiting St. Olaf. She is working on developing a Welcome Committee team. Diane Dowling has 
expressed an interest. Lyn and Roger have also developed a “St Olaf Gift Basket” to donate to local 
charity events. 
 
Pr. Tom reported that currently five people have expressed an interest in the mission trip to eSwatini in 
February – John & Lisa Christenson, his nephew Kevin, sister Dian, and Elaine Monis. They will most 



likely do the eye glass ministry again, and are also hoping to work on a building project. Carol & Jack will 
be here in December.  
 
Mary reported that the free cloud version of Office 365 is installed on Shannon’s computer, and that 
Sheila Brakob is available to help with any questions that the staff may have when they start using this 
software. “Office 365 For Dummies” has been provided for reference.   
 
A Mini-Ministry Teams Fair has been discussed – encourage forming Cleaning Crews, Website Renewal, 
and Media Teams.  
 
Mary reported on the progress for plans for the 175

th
 Anniversary. Bishop Erickson is confirmed for the 

final weekend of Dec. 7 & 8, Rev. Mark Thompson (prison ministry) is confirmed for the weekend of 
March 2/3, and Gwen Downing will speak in either May or June.  
 
The Family Promise Van appeal gathered $686 from the congregation.  
 
Rally Day is Sept. 9 with outdoor activities and Patio Picnic. 
 
Rev. Jennifer Arnold will be here on Sunday, September 16 for a “Renewal of Call” service to dedicate 
our permanent call to Pr. Tom. Meal/reception afterwards?? 
 
Confirmation will be Sunday, October 21.  
 
Pr. Tom alerted us to a one day event called “Getting the Message Out” Saturday, Oct. 6. More details to 
follow.  
 
Second weekend in November will be the Fall Stewardship program with an emphasis on our Dreams & 
Visions.  
 
Next Council Meeting will be Thursday, August 30th with a barbecue at 5:00pm on the patio, meeting at 
6:00, Packers vs Chiefs game at 7:30. 
  
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Mary Hershoff 
 
 
 
 


