
Council Meeting Thursday, April 28, 2016 

Present: George Monis, Dave Johnston, Cindy Schlieve, Elaine Monis, Mary Hershoff, Laura Lee, Pr. Matt, 

Justine 

George opened the meeting with devotions on an article by Bishop Eaton from the Lutheran. 

Secretary’s report – as distributed and corrected 

Treasurer’s report – As prepared for the Annual Meeting and 2016 Mission Plan  

Business –  

George reported on the letter that was sent out the congregation regarding Pr. Matt’s new call and 

plans for seeking a new pastor.  Pr. Lee Nelson has been contacted to preach for the weekends May 

14/15 and May 21/22.  

Nicole Lipske will be leaving as our Financial Secretary. Several candidates have been interviewed and a 

recommendation to hire Miguel Suarez to fill the position has been made to the council. Council 

approved the recommendation. 

Representatives to the Greater Milwaukee Synod convention June 2-4 at Carthage will be George & 

Elaine Monis.  

Call process – The Ministry Site Plan has been started and the Executive Committee has been meeting to 

discuss how the transition will develop as we make plans to call a new pastor. Pr. Kristin Nielsen, 

Director of Rostered Leadership at the Greater Milwaukee Synod will meet with us on Wed. May 4 from 

6-8 pm for an informal exit interview with Pr. Matt. We will know more after that meeting regarding 

plans for an interim pastor and call committee.  

The Anniversary Planning Committee meeting has been table until June.  

 Planned events – 

 May 1  – Last New Member Class/Annual Meeting/Celebration lunch for Pr. Matt & family 

 May 4 – Exit interview with Synod representative 

 May 8 – Pr Matt’s last day/New Members received/Family Promise begins 

 May 14 – Women’s Tea 10-1/ Wedding – Winger/Cooper 

 May 15 – Pentecost/Adult Ed speaker from Rwanda 

 May 22 – Trinity/Mission Trip meeting (Clayton Klink will be male leader) 

 May 26 – Council meeting 

 June 5 – Graduate recognition Sunday 

 June 21 – St. Ben’s meal 

Pastor’s Report – Pr. Matt has been visiting Mabel Frederick at Clearview in Juneau. In the past month 

he held funeral services for Louidine Shmitt, Marian Hermanson’s aunt, and performed a baptism for 



Jody Homulos’ grandchild. Audra Winger & Brian Cooper will be married at St. Olaf on May 14. Brian’s 

uncle is a minister and will perform the ceremony.  

He and Cindy have worked together to create the New Member classes based on a “Body of Christ” 

theme. They encourage new members, and all of us as well, to discover our own gifts that we bring to 

the community and use in ministry. 

Confirmation went well, and he and Justine have looked at a new Confirmation program being 

developed at St. Mark’s in Waukesha that is presented and taught online and in the home with parents, 

and even the entire family, involved. Look for more information on this to come.  

Pr. Matt is familiar with two of the candidates for Bishop that will be voted on at the convention in June. 

They are highly qualified and have a strong missional perspective.  

As he prepares to leave soon, Pr. Matt encouraged us to be who we are. The success of a congregation is 

dependent on people, not the pastor. Our activities fall into 3 categories – Heritage, Doormat, and 

Missional.  

Heritage – such as the Lutefisk dinner – should be kept and “stacking” appropriate things to the 

event will keep it fresh.  

Door Mat – such as the Wine & Beer Tasting make people feel comfortable to enter the church.  

Missional – such as St. Ben’s and Family Promise reach out to the community in service 

Activities have a ‘shelf life”. Don’t be afraid to end them and pick up something else. Celebrate what we 

do, but don’t worship it. Ask “who are we now?” 

                         

We closed with the Benediction from the Lutheran Vespers and the Lord’s Prayer 

Respectfully submitted,  

Mary Hershoff 

Secretary 


