
Council Meeting Thursday, May 14, 2015 (held after all committee meeting at 6pm) 

Present: George, Pr. Matt, Wally, Ron, Justine, Mary, and members of committees 

George opened the meeting and welcomed all who were able to make the meeting on the changed 

date. He will be unavailable the next two Thursday evenings. His devotions for the evening were from 

Christian Jallah, a former AFS student, based on Matthew 16:21-25 he wrote of having a ‘mind for the 

Lord.’ 

Secretary’s report from April 23, 2015 was read and approved.  

No treasurer’s report.  

Old Business: 

Officers need to sign the “Thank You” form for Shannon.  

New Business:  

Delegates to the 2015 Milwaukee Synod convention at Carthage College, May 29-30 were approved. 

They are Mark Larsen and Connie Kreuser.  

Regular council meetings will continue to meet on the 4
th

 Thursday evenings at 6:00pm. They will be 

governed by Robert’s Rules of Order. George read portions of the definition of the church council from 

the St. Olaf Constitution, and welcomed committee representatives – Adult Ed: Cindy Schlieve, WM&A: 

Wally Friedl, Property: Peggy Morrissey, Youth Ed: Laura Lee, Finance: Ron Egelseer, Stewardship: 

Connie Kreuser?, Parish Life: Jody Homulos?, Outreach: Elaine Monis, and Youth: Justine. 

Report of goals for 2015-2016 from committees: 

Adult Ed – ‘Getting to know our neighbors’ faith stories and history of the Bible, the Church, and St. Olaf 

are a few ideas. Meetings will be held on 2
nd

 Mondays at 4pm. 

Worship, Music & Arts – looking to offer a variety of music, ‘hymn of the month’ to introduce new 

songs, input from congregation on old favorites, develop seasonal choirs, and investigate developing a 

bell choir. Work with Property to coordinate seasonal decorations and recruit new volunteers. Meetings 

on 3
rd

 Wednesdays at 6:30pm (June meeting will be at 6:00pm). 

Property – Peggy is chairperson, but Dennis or Pat may attend council meetings. Some projects for the 

future include: stained glass in the narthex, electronic signage, move old sign to the west side, paint 

inside rooms of Sunday School wing, remodel kitchen, add a shower (not encouraged by Family Promise, 

but could be useful on occasion), paint garage in the fall. Spring clean up is finished. Need to find a 

convenient and effective way to communicate ideas and maintenance issues. Suggestion was made to 

post list of chairpersons and council members with phone numbers and emails on kiosk or bulletin 

board. 

Finance – looking for creative ways to help our finances. Investigating possibility of daycare center at the 

church.  

Stewardship – welcoming new members to the committee. 



Parish Life – two members on the committee. Need someone to be representative to council. 

Announced the Blood Drive at St. Olaf on May 27
th

.  Please sign up.  

Outreach – Elaine introduced an article from The Lutheran written by the Bishop titled “Claimed, 

Gathered, Sent” a guide for conversation and asked how we might best initiate the ‘conversation’ at St. 

Olaf. It was suggested that it would make a good summer program – perhaps picnics at members’ 

homes or on Sundays after church in Fellowship Hall.  

Youth – Always looking for ways to keep the High School youth united and back in church, welcomed 

and involved. Connie suggested inviting a youth(s) to be on council or attend meetings. Also a youth 

representative on the committee. Justine & Pr. Matt are looking at a few changes to Confirmation, also.  

Dennis Portz asked who was responsible for getting and placing flags on the servicemen’s graves. It was 

suggested that he check with the township clerk.  

Pr. Matt closed with a devotion based on John 2 -  Is the glass ‘half-full or half-empty’ and led us in the 

Lord’s Prayer.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Mary Hershoff 

Secretary 

 


