
Minutes for Jan. 22nd Council meeting 
Present:  John, Matt, Laura, Elaine, Jane, Jennie Guenther, Justine, Gene 
Eggert, & Rog 
Devotions by Pastor Matt. 
 
President's report:  Even more going on now than a year ago including the "Wed. 
Morning Discussion" at the Neosho Cooperative in downtown Neosho.  All 
members welcome to join in.  All these things are promoting interaction with each 
other and the community.  We are sending letters for tax purposes to those 
bringing in $500 or more in scrap. 
 
Treasurer's report:  Discussed what the stewardship committee has been doing 
to try to improve the condition of the general fund.  John invited any and all ideas 
from those present.  He also discussed progress on the Valentine's dinner plans. 
 
Elaine inquired why a convection oven was purchased when we are behind on 
our benevolence to the synod.  Her other questions included where the money 
came from.  She was advised by Ron, John, & Rog that it was paid for with 
fundraising money that was designated to the kitchen by the coordinators of 
various fundraising / community events.  Specific designations can not be 
changed by the church. 
 
Rog spoke at some length about the poor condition of the general fund, 
fundraising, where fundraising money has been going, and giving patterns of the 
congregation.  In a nutshell, he said the church can not be supported long term 
through fundraising, the good givers can not be expected to give much more, and 
all avenues should be explored to try to reach the +50% of the congregation that 
does not significantly support the church financially.  (Rog will submit a letter to 
the congregation in the near future going into greater detail on all of fhe above.) 
 
Scholarship Committee presentation by Jennie Gunther & Justine Cadena:  They 
described an impressive organization and system.  We discussed making the 
congregation aware, through various methods of promotion including end of life 
giving, that they can contribute to this fund. 
 
Rog will ask Doug Schuett to commit to a completion date for projector stand. 
 
Rog will advise Cindy we can get a man who is a former member of the Amish 
community near Dalton, Wis. to speak to us after a church service about the 
Amish.  (Done.  Cindy will choose a date.) 
 
Elaine suggested the upcoming golf tournament at Erin Hills as an opportunity for 
a fundraiser for benevolence.  John advised her regarding an upcoming 
community meeting on the tournament.  Ron urged her to get a group together 
and coordinate the fundraiser she suggested.  
 



Rog asked if anyone had searched for a Chief Steward. 
 
Youth: 
Struggling to get youth to participate in faith related activities.  A tentative date is 
set (Jul. 11-18) for a mission trip to Pine Ridge, S.D. to learn about American 
Indian culture. 
 
There is a cross generational opportunity to attend a Bucks game with a 
Christian music program to follow on Feb. 20th.  Free tickets will be given by the 
Bucks if a certain number of tickets are purchased.  It was suggested that, if we 
purchased the required number of tickets, the free tickets could be given to other 
youth in the community.  Justine will pursue with the youth group. 
 
M&W: 
Need a mike on altar, etc.  It was said that they are forthcoming. 
Jane reported that Jerry Bohen had requested of M&W a change to the Sat. night 
service of Nov. 1st that coincided with a reunion of former members and a 
concert and that M&W advised Jerry that it was too close to the date of that 
service to make any changes to the service.  Jerry had coordinated a taped 
interview with Pastor Oscar Kraft to be shown for the former member guests at 
the service.  M&W wanted to know why the interview became part of the service 
anyway.  M&W reported that there was a complaint received about showing the 
interview.  Roger, Ron, and Pastor Matt spoke to the subject and asked Jane to 
report back to M&W that the interview was authorized by the Leadership Team, 
was well received, and did not deter from the service. 
 
Jane reported that M&W wants a 4-6 week advance notice when anyone will 
provide alternative music for a church service.  The notice is to be on a form to 
be developed by M&W  There is disagreement from the Leadership Team on this 
issue.  Ron asked Jane to report back to M&W that Clara is welcome to speak 
with Ron on this matter if she wishes. 
 
 Jane reported that M&W is requesting that the praise band have a 
representative on the M&W committee and that only the praise band find 
substitute music when they can not make one of their scheduled Sundays.  This 
time a two week advance notice to M&W was requested.  Jane was asked to 
report back that the Leadership Team and Pastor Matt will continue to be 
involved in finding alternative music when the praise band can not be there on 
their scheduled Sunday and will advise M&W when there is such an occurrence. 
Ron asked Jane to report back to M&W that Clara is welcome to speak with Ron 
on this matter if she wishes.   
 
Spa day is Sat. morning 
 
Pastor report: 
Studying Well Being including community well being. 



Dick Feutz wants to know if there is electricity to the balcony.  Ron to coordinate 
with George Monis and get back to Dick. 
 
If I failed to include anything you think should be recorded, please let me know. 
 
        Rog Johnson 
 
 
 


