
 

 

 

St.Olaf’s has over 35 people in our Financial Peace University and Legacy Journey 

courses right now.  One key learning we all are putting into practice is putting 

together a zero-based budget.  That is, knowing approximately how much money is 

coming in and purposely identifying the expense of each area.  Check out this link if 

this interests you: 

http://blueprintforlife.com/five-reasons-why-you-keep-a-personal-budget/  

 

   ************************ 
Amongst the clutter,  

it is where I find the most solace.  

~John Christenson 

 

 Here are pictures of Jessie Bohen’s 

 chairs at the Gulf Shores this  

     winter.  
 
 

 

 

   ************************ 
The Real Good Samaritan/The Woman at the Well John 4:1-42 watch clip:  
 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=john+4%3a1-
42+video&view=detail&mid=BB324D48618C26EC78A2BB324D48618C26EC78A2&FORM=VIRE  
 

It’s amazing what one moment or what one person can do to change the trajectory of your life. 
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Today we meet the Samaritan woman at the well.  This one moment with one person, Jesus, not 
only changed the trajectory of her life but her whole community.  We’ll get to her soon. 
 

On Tuesday at the State of Milwaukee Symposium on 
Poverty, I met this fun and amazing man who used to be 
a drug dealer and stole cars, Pastor Kurt Owens.  Now 
he’s “on fire” for Jesus, full of smiles and confidence and 
purpose.  God got a hold of him, poured His Holy Spirit 
upon him, and transformed his life.  But it didn’t end 
there.  He did something.  He grew.  He matured as a 
man with better social skills, deeper faith, learning about 
the Bible, and engaging himself with God and God-loving 

people.  But it was one moment in which one person shared with him the gospel, the good news 
found in Jesus Christ, that despite all that he had done to harm others, Jesus forgives him and will 
make him new, more complete, and will use him for God’s glory. 
 

In 1996, at the Crystal Cathedral, I heard 
leadership guru, John C. Maxwell speak…I 
was mesmerized and bought all of his 
books!  He has sold 26 million copies of his 
100 books.  Talk about a man of influence, 
and a pastor at that!  At Wednesday’s 
webinar, Maxwell cited that one moment, 
one person transformed his life that led to 
his great influence for the kingdom of God.  
Back in the 1970’s he paid $795, one month 
of his salary, to attend a seminar and 
purchase a “Personal Growth Kit” that 
would change the entire trajectory of his life.  

The material was good.  But what made it great was that he took action and lived out its principles.  
From that one moment he became the most influential teacher on Leadership the world has ever 
known. 
 

Most of us assume that if we just show up to church that makes us a good person or Christian, or 
fills us with good stuff.  As if sitting in a garage makes you a car.  WRONG!  As James writes in 
the Bible, “Do not merely listen to the Word, but do what it says!”   
 

If a student shows up to math class but doesn’t do the assignment, he fails.  You’ve gotta do the 
homework. 
 

Back to John Maxwell.  This is what he said in a nutshell in 30 minutes: 
 

The law of Intentionality- says that in order to grow, you’ve gotta have a plan and do it!  Two vital 
questions for leaders: 1) what are you doing to develop yourself? And 2) what are you doing to 
develop others? 
 

Make the commitment to intentionally grow, make this commitment public, and get started. 
 

Guess what?  A few of you actually DO this 😊.  Take for example the simple idea of finding your 

Chair- a few of you actually DID it.  Maybe 10.  As your teacher, your shepherd, I requested 
something from ALL of you.   
 
 



 
 

What did I request? Yes, that you find your chair, your sacred space, and then send me or get me 
a picture of it.  That’s it.  A simple assignment.  Only a few followed through.  Most must’ve said in 
their head or heart, this isn’t important enough for me to commit to and take the action step to 
make it happen.  Spiritual growth, a stronger personal relationship with God, doesn’t make your 
top 10 list, apparently.  Yet it’s my job, my calling, as God’s pastor to shepherd you, to help you 
grow in your relationship with God.  But I can only do so much.  I can give you the vision, the 
recommendations, the tools, but I can’t do it for you. 
 
Jesus can say, “Come, follow me.”  But if these men decided to diddle dally rather than 
immediately leave it all behind and go, sorry, but they wouldn’t make the team.  I always like this 
saying…  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are those who watch things happen, those who make things happen, and those who 
wonder “What just happened?”  Which one are you? 
 

Have any of you ever swam a mile or more before?  I did so in 7th grade for boy scouts.  It was 
hard, but a great achievement for me.  But that’s nothing, listen to this devotional I read on 
Monday.   



Florence Chadwick, an American swimmer, was the first woman to swim the twenty miles across 
the English Channel from France to England in 1950. A year later she successfully swam the 
same distance from England to France. After tackling the English Channel in both directions, 
Florence set a new and ambitious goal to be the first woman to swim twenty-one miles from 
Catalina Island to the west coast of California. 
 

Florence had trained hard and she was ready for this new challenge, but there was one big 
problem: fog. In the early morning of July 4, 1952, the ocean between Catalina and California was 
shrouded in it. Florence could barely see the accompanying boats beside her, and the water was 
bone-chilling. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After fifteen hours of swimming nonstop, Florence was fatigued and freezing so she asked to be 
pulled from the water. Her mother and trainer were both in a boat next to her and told her to keep 
going; they were getting near the coast. But all Florence could see was fog. 
 

After being pulled out, she realized she was only a half mile from her goal. When she learned how 
close she was she said, “I’m not excusing myself, but if I could have seen the shore, I might have 
made it!” It wasn’t the distance or the cold that ultimately sabotaged Florence’s efforts, it was the 
fog. When she couldn’t see her goal, she lost hope, and when she lost hope, she lost the will to 
endure. 
 

This story provides us with a great truth: Hope that comes from vision helps us endure, but 
without hope, endurance dies. 
 

This means that as you move toward your God-given goals, you must endure in spite of what you 
see with your physical eyes. At those times when all you see is “fog,” and you want to give up 
because things aren’t working out as quickly or as smoothly as you hoped, go to God and ask for 
confirmation that you are headed in the right direction. Then, when you have His thumbs up, focus 
once again on your goal to keep hope and endurance alive! Set your mind on pleasing God. And 
remember that every worthwhile goal is worth fighting for. 
 

You’ll be happy to know that even though Florence gave up the first time, two months later, on a 
sunny day without fog, Florence completed the swim, and she set a new speed record for the 
Catalina-California crossing. 
 



 
 

Last week we met Nic, Nicodemus, that is.  He took a risk. He left his comfort zone of following the 
crowd of his buddies and rather, he pursued this Jesus, this rabbi teacher with such authority he 
turned the tables in the temple.  As Nic said, certainly Jesus was sent by God.  Today, we couldn’t 
have a greater contrast in people than the contrast between Nic and the Samaritan Woman. 
 

  Nicodemus Samaritan Woman 

gender male (respected, 
powerful) 

female (vulnerable, 
disregarded) 

status Pharisee/high status unmarried woman/low 
status 

ethnicity/religion Jewish “insider” Samaritan “outsider”3 

name named Unnamed4 

situation comes to Jesus at night approached by Jesus in 
daylight 

level of 
understanding 

misunderstands Jesus 
initially 

misunderstands Jesus 
initially 

engagement in 
conversation 

no sincere dialogue engages in extended 
dialogue 

response to 
Jesus 

ambiguous faith, private 
demonstration 

bold faith, public 
declaration 

 
Sometimes we think the deck is stacked against us and there’s no way we can overcome our 
situation, have hope, or a future.  But this Samaritan, outsider, lower class, vulnerable, 
disregarded unmarried woman, has a most intimate dialogue with Jesus, the Son of Man, Son of 
God, and her life was transformed.  She didn’t hide this treasure, like the man who was given one 
talent and buried it, no way!  She ran to let the whole town know she met the Messiah!  She didn’t 
care what people thought of her, she went for it! 

 



 
 

One day, one moment, one person… a life changed, a community transformed. 
Pastor Kurt Owens, John Maxwell, swimmer Florence Chadwick, unnamed woman at the well, all 
people whose lives were changed in one moment, with one person, and because they took action.  
They were so moved, inspired, motivated, they couldn’t keep it to themselves, so they went for it 
and did it, made it happen. 
 

But more than any of that, it’s God’s Spirit that gave them that inspiration and they followed 
through.   
 

Whatever your circumstances may be, you might not be the sharpest pencil in the box, most 
beautiful or most gifted, but God can do something amazing in and through you. Don’t just sit 
there watching or wondering what happened, DO SOMETHING in Jesus’ name.  Amen.  Let us 
pray.  God, you’ve got our attention.  Some of us know that life is short.  You’ve got a mission for 
each and every one of us.  Captivate us.  Move us.  Transform us that we may go out 
IMPASSIONED to love and serve you and our neighbor in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
 

   ************************ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Daily Readings  (Feb 4 – Feb 10) 
Sunday – John 4:1-42 
Monday – John 5:1-18 
Tuesday – John 6:2-15 
Wednesday – John 6:22-39 
Thursday – John 6:40-59 
Friday – John 6:60-69 
Saturday – John 8:12-20 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LENTEN ECUMENICAL SERVICES 
Services will be held at 7:00 P.M.  

at the following churches: 
February 21

st
  - Holy Name of Jesus 

Evangelical Catholic Church (at Zion Lutheran) 
 

February 28
th

 - St Catherine's of Alexandria 
Catholic Church (Mapleton) 

 

March 7
th

  - St. Olaf's Lutheran Church  
 

March 14
th

 - St. Paul's Episcopal Church  
(Hwy P, Ashippun) 

 

March 21
st

 - Cross Lutheran Church (Ixonia) 
 

(Food & Fellowship to follow each service) 
  
 

 

St Olaf Women of Grace Meeting 
All women are encouraged to attend  
our Valentine Give away Party 
When: Thursday, Feb.  8th  @ 6:00pm 
Giveaway:  Our love to each other 
Where: St. Olaf Lutheran Church 
 

Daily Readings  (Feb 4 – Feb 10) 
Sunday – John 4:1-42 
Monday – John 5:1-18 
Tuesday – John 6:2-15 
Wednesday – John 6:22-39 
Thursday – John 6:40-59 
Friday – John 6:60-69 
Saturday – John 8:12-20 
 

 
 
 
Fat Tuesday, a day of fun and feasting 
before the reflective season of Lent 
begins on Ash Wednesday, will be 
celebrated here at St. Olaf's this year. 
Mark your calendars for Tuesday, 
Feb. 13th 2018 and join us for  
pancakes, paczkis and fun from 6 - 7 
pm  followed at 7:15 with the burning 
of palms and a short service preparing 
the church and our hearts for Lent. 

 

  Ash Wednesday 

      Ash Wednesday Service, a      

      service of meditation and   

      imposition of ashes, will be 

at 7:00pm, Wednesday, February 14th 

2018 

 

 

Men’s Gathering at Parsonage 

Friday, February 16th 7:00 – 10:00 pm 


