
 

 

 

 

 

 

To train for the Olympics you have to give everything you got…your time, your talent, and all your 

resources to GIVE YOUR BEST.  I cannot fathom how much this 

consumes their life, day in and day out, for 4 or more years. 

 

You kind of wonder what we would be like if we gave our best 

to God.  If we really lived for God with all our passion, physical 

strength, mental anguish, endurance, focus, and dedication like 

an athlete does in training to perform at the Olympics. 

 

As your pastor, I invite you to give your best by simply joining us 

for worship on this Blessings Weekend Feb. 24 & 25.  Just come, 

as you are.  And listen.  Listen to what God may be speaking to you.  Pastor Larry Westfield, our 

beloved pastor of St. Olaf’s for 20 years, has a message that will encourage us to live into God’s best 

for us.  And like any celebration that names the blessings we receive, we will eat to our heart’s content 

with a scrumptious FREE brunch after worship on Sunday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lenten Ecumenical Service 

 

This Wednesday, 2/21/18, worship is at 7:00 p.m.  
with incredible food to follow.   
Christ of Holy Name Catholic Church located at  
Zion Lutheran in Ashippun 
N557 Main St 
Ashippun 
  
  

 
 

  

Blessings Weekend   
Feb. 24th at 5:00 p.m.   – or -  
Feb. 25th at 9:00 a.m.  (worship with FREE brunch following)  
Pastor Larry Westfield will be a guest preacher. 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Note 

A weekly letter from Pr. Tom Pietz, 
St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

February 19 – February 25, 2018 
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My Chair 

 

My “quiet space chair” 
          ~Mary Hershoff 
 
 
 
 
 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
Announcements 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SOAR 

           St. Olaf Addicted Readers 
  

         SOAR Book Club will next meet   

         on Tuesday, Feb. 20, a week later 

than usual, at the home of Linda Egelseer, W733 

Harding Rd., Rubicon to discuss "Three Cups of 

Tea" by Greg Mortenson and David Oliver Relin. 

Join us at 6:30pm for lively conversation and 

fellowship! 

 

   Retirement Party  

   For Larry Westfield 

   Pikes Peak Lounge at the 
   Schauer Arts Center  
   SUNDAY,FEBRUARY 25

th
 

from 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm.  Go to the St Olaf website 
(www.st-olaf.org) and click link on home page to 
RSVP by February 18th. 

 

Maple Syrup Supplies 

Our maple syrup fundraising project is near.  
Because members and friends of St. Olaf 
have contributed canning jars throughout this 
past year, we have enough jars for this 
season.  However, donations of 5 boxes of 
wide mouth lids and 10 boxes of narrow 
mouth lids are needed.  If we have a 
bountiful year of production, more 
contributions would be welcome. 
  ~Lyn Johnson 
 

 

PIG! PIG! PIG! 

  It doesn’t take long for a 
  tiny piglet to grow to 200 
  pounds or more. And  
  when this not-so-little 
piggy goes to the market, it’s worth a 
pretty penny. Should a family have a 
failed harvest, medical expense or other 
unexpected need, this gift can be cashed 
in to make all the difference. Please 
consider taking home an ELCA Good 
Gifts Pig Bank and filling it with your 
spare coins as a Lenten discipline, and 
let’s see how many pigs we can donate 
to help families around the world have a 
more stable income.  
    
 

Greeting Cards Available for Sale 

Boxed greeting cards (birthday, get well, 
sympathy, thank you, etc.) can be ordered  
until March 18

th
.  Order form & catalog will 

be on the shelf just to the right of church 
mailboxes. Would appreciate payment at 
time of order.   Cash & Checks (payable to 
Women of Grace) can be placed in my 
church mailbox. 
   --Lyn Johnson  
 

Wine & Beer Tasting  

Tickets Available 

Our annual event is fast approaching. Buy 
your tickets now, $30 in advance, $35 at the 
door the day of the event.  Event is March 
24, 2018 6:00-9:00pm.  Contact John 
Christenson to purchase your tickets 
jchristenson435@gmail.com OR purchase 

them through our website www.st-olaf.org  

 

Greeting Cards Available for Sale 

Boxed greeting cards (birthday, get well, 
sympathy, thank you, etc.) can be ordered  
until March 18

th
.  Order form & catalog will 

be on the shelf just to the right of church 
mailboxes. Would appreciate payment at 
time of order.   Cash & Checks (payable to 
Women of Grace) can be placed in my 
church mailbox. 
   --Lyn Johnson  
 

Daily Readings  (Feb 18 – Feb 24) 
Sunday – John 11:1-44 
Monday – John 11:45-57 
Tuesday – John 12:1-11 
Wednesday – John 12:12-19 
Thursday – John 12:20-36 
Friday – John 12:37-50 
Saturday – Isaiah 6:1-10 
 

http://www.st-olaf.org/
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http://www.st-olaf.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
Have you ever walked through a cave before?  It’s 
amazing how dark, musty, and in a sense, scary it can be.   
If you were to reflect on your life, have you ever 
experienced a dark place?  A season that just seemed 
dark, lacking light and life, where your life just seemed to 
be lacking energy? 
 

Many of us could say, “Been there, done that” and “I don’t 
want to go back to that.”  It can be a scary place too.   

 

Death of a loved one is one of those times in which we 
can feel sadness, great loss, darkness…especially when it’s sudden, unexpected, or just someone so 
close to us that their absence is just too hard for us to bear. 

 

The reaction of Lazarus’ sisters may, in part, be like 
that.  And even more so when they fully believed 
that if Jesus would have got there earlier, Lazarus 
wouldn’t have died.  They experienced a deep 
sense of disappointment and frustration with Jesus 
and let him know it too! 

 

Elisabeth Johnson is a Biblical scholar friend of 
mine.  We worked at Okoboji Lutheran Bible Camp 
together, attended Luther College and Luther 
Seminary together, and she was my Greek 
Professor.  Here are her comments on this 
passage: 

 
Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, three adult siblings from Bethany, are 
friends and followers of Jesus. Lazarus has fallen gravely ill, and 
his sisters Mary and Martha send for Jesus, who is “across the 
Jordan” (10:40; 11:1-3). Jesus’ response to their situation seems 
surprisingly nonchalant. “Though Jesus loved Martha and her 
sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he 
stayed two days longer in the place where he was” (11:5-6). Jesus 

expresses confidence that Lazarus’ illness will not lead to death, but rather to the glory of God (11:4), 
yet by the time Jesus finally gets to Bethany, Lazarus is already dead and buried. 

 

 



We can understand the anguished cries of Martha and Mary to Jesus, who greet him separately but 
with the same words: “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died” (11:21, 32). 
Implied in this statement are some pointed questions, perhaps even accusations. Where were you, 
Jesus? Why did you take so long getting here? I thought you loved my brother. I thought you cared 
about us. Some of the neighbors gathered also ask among themselves, “Could not he who opened 
the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” (11:37). 
Aren’t these exactly the kinds of questions we ask, or would like to ask, when tragedy strikes? Where 
were you, Lord? How could you have let this happen? Couldn’t you have prevented all this horrible 
pain and heartache? 
 

It is noteworthy that Jesus does not rebuke Martha or Mary or their friends for what they say. To 
Martha, he responds with a promise: “Your brother will rise again” (11:23). After Martha confirms her 
belief in the resurrection on the last day, Jesus responds with another promise: “I am the resurrection 
and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die” (11:25-26). Jesus pulls the hope of the future resurrection into the 
present, promising abundant, eternal life that begins here and now. 
 

John does not recount a verbal response by Jesus to Mary, but tells us that “when Jesus saw Mary 
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply 
moved” (11:33). Then, after asking where Lazarus is laid, Jesus himself begins to weep (11:34-35). 
 

Jesus does not answer all the questions that we might wish he would answer. He doesn’t explain to 
Mary and Martha and all those grieving why he didn’t come sooner and prevent Lazarus from dying. 
But it is clear that he is completely with them in their pain and loss, deeply moved and grieved. 
 

Thanks Beth for your great insights! 
 

I think this is one of the most powerful moments in the scriptures.  God shows up in the flesh in 
Jesus, and he weeps for Lazarus, for the pain his sisters and community was going through, he felt 
their pain, their loss, and did something about it.  What a beautiful thing!  This reminds us that our 
God is that intimate, that personal, that closely connected to us as humans.  That’s the kind of God 
we yearn for and need, right? 
 

And then we saw the transcendent, most powerful part of God, as he raised Lazarus from the dead.  
If that doesn’t give us hope of a resurrection for ourselves too, I don’t know what can.  Not only did 
Jesus rise from the dead, but a regular person like you and me, did as well.   
 

If you were here on Ash Wednesday you would’ve experienced a very humbling service that reminds 
us deeply of our sinfulness and our inevitability of death, hence the coffin and urn here.  It sounds 
dark and sad, but it’s simply a reality we all will face some day.  But as Christians, we stand firm in 
our faith in Jesus, and trust his promise that Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life…and the 
resurrection and the life.  Our death is brief, because our soul goes on to eternal life.  And that’s the 
good news we cling to today!  Amen?  Amen! 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
 
Next weekend, former St. Olaf pastor, Larry Westfield, will be giving the message 
for our Blessings Weekend.  It’s a weekend of celebration culminating in a FREE 
brunch on Sunday morning.  We hope you plan on attending.  It’s very important 
and will be worthwhile.  To prepare the way for Pastor Larry, I would like to share 
with you a few insights I have learned. 
 
 



 
Imagine you are a farmer.  You are blessed to have 
land to plant seeds on and grow crops.  This land 
may have been passed down from generation to 
generation.  But in the beginning it was God’s land, 
ultimately given as a gift and responsibility to till the 
soil and to grow a harvest.  The harvest is not just 
for you to eat, but to share with the world.  Sure, 
you make a living off of it.  Yet you also share a 
portion of what you make to expand the kingdom of 
God.  That’s how Christians have thought of their 
vocation as God’s manager of his gifts and 
blessings, over the centuries. 
 

But I believe it’s harder for many of us today to have 
this intimate connection to it being God’s gift to us.  
We think that as we go to school, get a job, and 

make money, that it’s all ours to do as we please.  We don’t see the connection, like a farmer may, 
that this is all God’s, and we are to be good stewards, good managers of what God has given to us. 
 

 
 

The parable of the talents simply illustrates that whether we’ve been 
given little, like 1 talent, or more like 2, or much like 5, we are to grow 
it and return it to its owner with growth.  God has given us a 
responsibility, a duty, a privilege, to bear much fruit by expanding the 
kingdom of God. God is counting on us to be faithful and fruitful, 
that’s how He designed us and the church. 

 

The problem is, we have conformed to the pattern of 
this world.  In other words, we reflect the mentality and 
behavior of the world, not the way of God.  Take a look 
at this illustration. 
 

Churches in transition- only 19% of ELCA 
congregations are growing, while 80% are 
experiencing a decline in worship.  I meet monthly with 
a group of 20 pastors helping churches in transition, 
and it doesn’t look pretty folks.  Our churches are 
aging fast and several congregations near us barely 
have any young people in Sunday school and 
confirmation.  In fact, some years they don’t confirm 
any young people. 

 
On the other hand, we as St. Olaf Lutheran Church have 
stabilized and represent most of the generations very well, 
except the 20 somethings which is common in all churches.  
 

We have over 50 in Sunday school and 12 in confirmation and 
a high school youth group that is now meeting twice a month.  
Last weekend we hosted a Teens Encounter Christ retreat with 
several adults and youth from St. Olaf providing leadership 
serving on the team.  We have the best Youth Minister in the 



Greater Milwaukee Area Synod in Justine, amen?!  The last few weeks during the offering you have 
heard the inspiring stories of multiple families “Why St. Olaf’s” matters to them.  Our VBS is such a 
great experience of growing faith and relationships. We send people to Africa to pour love on widows 
and orphans and help people see through eye tests and fittings. We are connecting well with the 
community through “A Child’s Smile” that blesses those in need, we are a leader among Family 
Promise churches housing the homeless, we are connected to our community through our presence 
in the Lion’s Club, seniors softball team, Ashippun Food Pantry, we offer fun events in which the 
proceeds go on to bless our ministries and missions in the community and world.  These events get 
people curious about us as a Christian people and lead some people to join us. We give away over 
$25,000 to local, national, and global missions and ministries.  Your giving makes a difference! 
 

Our worship team leads us in inspiring and vibrant worship services sending us out energized to go in 
peace and serve the Lord.   
 

We are unable to do all of this without everyone contributing by giving their resources, their talents, 
and time to expand God’s kingdom.  There’s a portion of people among us who give around 5-15% of 
their income regularly to St. Olaf’s mission, they are intentional givers.  They are like the farmer who 
gets that all that they have is a blessing from God to be shared with the world. 
 

Our giving as a congregation is not what it could be, in fact, we fall way short of our potential.  I know, 
because I know what we give and the patterns of giving, as we are instructed as pastors to know.   
 

 
 
 
We, as St. Olaf Lutheran Church, are at a crossroads.  A 
turning point.  Our church is stable with about 120 in 
worship and about 304 baptized members.  Which is close 
to the 70 percentile, that is we are greater in size than 
70% of ELCA churches, so we aren’t small, nor are we 
dwindling.  But our giving statistics put us on the lower 
end.  And it’s not because we don’t have the money, 
because take a look at this slide. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Sometimes we wonder if our income is 
enough.  Comparatively in Wisconsin our 
income is much higher than many 
households.  Yet our giving to church is rather 
low. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Though Christians give on average 2.8% 
of their income to their church, the 
majority of people in our church give 
likely less than 1% of their income.  And 
that really hurts our ability to thrive and 
grow our mission as a church.  We are 
like farmers whose crops fail to yield up 
to expectation each year and fall more 
and more in debt with the inability to 
increase the harvest.  That’s sad. 
 
But probably the most significant slide to 
wake us up is to realize how affluent you 
and I really are. 

 Got $2200? In this world, you’re 
rich. Assets (not cash) of $2200 per 
adult place a person in the top 50% of 
the world’s wealthiest.* 

 If you made $1500 last year, 
you’re in the top 20% of the world’s income earners. 

 If you have sufficient food, decent clothes, live in a house or apartment, and have a reasonably 
reliable means of transportation, you are among the top 15% of the world’s wealthy. 

 Have $61,000 in assets? You’re among the richest 10% of the adults in the world.* 

 If you earn $25,000 or more annually, you are in the top 10% of the world’s income-earners. 

 If you have any money saved, a hobby that requires some equipment or supplies, a variety of 
clothes in your closet, two cars (in any condition), and live in your own home, you are in the top 5% of 
the world’s wealthy.  

 If you earn more than $50,000 annually (which most Wisconsin households do), you are in the 
top 1% of the world’s income earners. 

 If you have more than $500,000 in assets, you’re part of the richest 1% of the world.* 
You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us 
your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.~ II Corinthians 9:11  

 

So, now what? 
 

Churches that are healthy, that will sustain themselves for generations to come, have a greater 
portion of people who understand God’s vision and purpose through the local church and are fully 
vested.  They know that what we do as a church matters.  In other words, if St. Olaf was no longer 
here, would it matter?  It sure would matter!   

 
It’s a pastor’s dream that every household would sit 
down with their family budget and determine based 
on what God has blessed them with, what 
percentage of their income, their harvest, would go 
back to God to expand His kingdom. 
 

We need to be intentional givers.  It’s percentage 
giving.  It’s not just throwing a bill in the plate, it’s 
deciding to give with a specific goal in mind, from 
our first fruits, not what’s left after paying the cable 
bill.  This budget is just an example and not a 
reflection of how you may use your money, but it 
gives us perspective, right? 



 
At the time of the offering, the 
ushers will pass out a 
percentage giving sheet and a 
reservation card for the FREE 
brunch.  Please let us know if 
you will attend the brunch, we 
really hope you do.  You will 
also receive an Intent or 
Estimate of Giving Card.  St. 
Olaf Lutheran church is filled 
with Great people doing great 
ministry in our church and 
great mission in the world for 
a Great God.  Let’s keep St. 
Olaf Lutheran Church going 
strong! 
 
 
 

 
 

Greeting Cards Available for Sale 

Boxed greeting cards (birthday, get well, 
sympathy, thank you, etc.) can be ordered  
until March 18

th
.  Order form & catalog will 

be on the shelf just to the right of church 
mailboxes. Would appreciate payment at 
time of order.   Cash & Checks (payable to 
Women of Grace) can be placed in my 
church mailbox. 
   --Lyn Johnson  
 


