
 

 
 
 
 

Opportunities to attend 

 FAT Tuesday - all you can eat buffet of pancakes, bacon, sausage…this  

 Tuesday, Feb. 13
th
, starting at 6:00pm. 

 

 Ash Wednesday - a very unique service (especially this year) to start our 

 special season of Lent.  Wednesday, Feb. 14
th
 7:00pm. 

 

 Man cave inauguration - on Friday, Feb. 16
th
 @ 7:00 pm, all men are 

 welcome to “hang-out” to shoot pool, play ping pong, chess, foosball, 

 cards, and get acquainted over snacks and beverages (bring something to 

 share).  Enter the  parsonage man cave through the door between the garage 

 and the house. 

 

 

 New Member Inquiry Class – Sunday, Feb. 18
th
 10:15am 

 

 

 

 High School Youth Group on Sunday, Feb. 18
th
 6:30-8:00pm at parsonage 

 basement.  Bring friends! 

 

 Blessings Weekend  (Feb. 24
th
 at 5:00pm or Feb. 25

th
 at 9:00am worship 

 with FREE brunch following).  Pastor Larry Westfield will be a guest 

 preacher. 
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My Chair 

 

Pastor Tom, 
 

It was kind of tough picking a chair to send...  
 

Praying usually fills the solitude of my 20 minute drive to work before the sun comes up. 
 

With the Bible on my phone, reading can happen as I wait for the kids to get out of school, 

sitting at the kitchen table or kicked back, feet up relaxing down in the rec room. 
 

God bless, 

Scott Siegrist 

Pastor’s Note 

A weekly letter from Pr. Tom Pietz, 
St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

February 12 – February 18, 2018 

 

 

 

 



 
 

   Pastor Tom, 
 

   This is where Mary Ellen or I spend our prayer  

   and reflection time in our home. 
 

   Live simply, Love generously, Care deeply,  

   Speak kindly, Leave the rest up to God! 

   Peace, Mary Ellen & Ken Nelson 

 
 
 

 

   Pastor Tom, 
 

   Sorry for the delay. Here is my winter chair.  

   My summer chair is a bench outside. 
 

   Michael Danes 

 
 
 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 
Watch DVD Clip of John 9:1-41 https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=john+9%3a1-
41+youtube&view=detail&mid=74A0E5DD3B561851815C74A0E5DD3B561851815C&FORM=VIRE 
 
Are you blind?  Don’t you get it?  Are you clueless?  Can you not see?  Are you completely in the 
dark?  Hello McFly! 
 
These are just a few phrases we may use when we imply that someone just doesn’t get it, right? 
 
The Pharisees just don’t get it do they?  They have been steeped in tradition, taught a particular way 
of thinking, a particular way of doing life, of understanding God.  All of these rules and laws and 
rituals have CONFINED them to an extremely limited life….like a blind person right?  Are they happy?  
I sure didn’t see any joy on their faces, did you? 
 
The blind man, through no fault of his own, was confined too.  He was limited to a life of begging to 
merely survive.  The whole town recognized him as the blind beggar.  But more than that, the 
disciples’ question: “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” reveals the 
ancient belief that suffering was the direct result of human sin.  In those days, many believed that 
God punished parents by striking their children with sickness, pain, or death.  How horrible to think 
and live that way huh?  Obviously, today we know this thinking is absurd! 
 
Despite the harsh reality of this blind man with no name, his heart seemed good.  He’s a survivor, a 
fighter, he never gave up…day in and day out he sat on the street shaking his pan seeking mercy 
from his community.  What else could he do?  He COULD give up, rot away and die.  But rather, he 
even had the guts, the gall to SPEAK UP about the false religion of his synagogue.  Wow!  He’s like 
Jesus!  Confronting what was wrong.  Was he blind?  No way!  He saw quite clearly before he could 
see physically. 
 
I love the blind man.  What a beautiful person full of life, obedience, and resiliency.  

Daily Readings  (Feb 11 – Feb 17) 
Sunday – John 9:1-41 
Monday – Matthew 17:1-13 
Tuesday – Luke 12:22-34 
Wednesday – John 10:1-18 
Thursday – Luke 15:1-7 
Friday – John 10:22-30 
Saturday – John 10:31-42 

 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=john+9%3a1-41+youtube&view=detail&mid=74A0E5DD3B561851815C74A0E5DD3B561851815C&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=john+9%3a1-41+youtube&view=detail&mid=74A0E5DD3B561851815C74A0E5DD3B561851815C&FORM=VIRE


 

Did you notice what happened when he encountered Jesus?  He 
was a bit taken aback at first to have someone touch his eyes.  But 
then he totally submitted himself to Jesus.  Jesus spit, made mud, 
plastered it on his eyelids and sent him to the famous healing pool 
called Siloam.  And the blind man obeyed, he did what he was told.  
And what happened?  His life was completely changed.  Can you 
imagine?  Having NEVER EVER seen ANYTHING in his life and 
now he could see the world around him.  It must have been 
overwhelming, unbelievable, just the greatest thing that could ever 
happen to him.   
 
He was healed!  And was he grateful?  Oh my goodness, when he discovered it was Jesus before his 
eyes he immediately bowed down in humble reverence and worship.  I just love that moment! 
 
What else was going on behind the scenes?  There were some seriously weird dynamics going on 
when you saw Jesus’ confrontation with the religious leaders.  Here we go again, Jesus wasn’t just a 
NICE guy.  He confronts their harsh ways, their condemnation, and names their blindness or 
unwillingness to see what God deems as most important- healing ANYTIME of the day or week, not 
RULES. 
 
Let’s dig a little deeper into this cultural nuance of this time and place.  Like we said before, at the 
time of Jesus, people believed that physical or mental disabilities or challenges were caused by sin, 
either of the disabled or their parents. Jesus started the conversation by stating the man’s blindness 
was not caused by sin, but could be used to show the power of God’s goodness. Many of Jesus’ 
words and actions were to show how God’s people had misinterpreted God’s intentions for God’s 
people over the years.  Jesus came to help people enter into an edifying relationship with God, in 
contrast to much of the Mosaic based teaching of the time. 
 
The Pharisees were confused by Jesus’ works because he healed on the Sabbath, which was 
contrary to God’s law. They were thinking, How could a man of God break God’s law? They didn’t 
understand that the Sabbath was to serve humanity, not the other way around. 
 
In other words, they just didn’t get it.  They were blind, mentally.  They did not understand God’s 
intent for the Sabbath. 
 
We don’t seem to get it either.  Our culture has completely destroyed the Sabbath.  Sunday is no 
longer a holy time, set apart, for God, for Christian fellowship with other believers, for play and for 
rest.   
 
The Pharisees were right, it’s a day for God…to worship God and to refrain from working.  But it was 
not to be so enforced that you cannot BRING LIFE to people, on this holy day.  Just the opposite, it’s 
a day set apart to GIVE US LIFE, to refresh our soul, to breathe life into our body, mind and spirit.  
What better day could there be but Sunday as a day for being made well?! 
 
These religious leaders, as I like to refer to as “the liturgical police”, oppressed people excessively 
with their condemnation.  If the common people did not “go with the program” and believe and do as 
they were told, they’d be condemned and even excommunicated, which happened to the blind man 
after he spoke up. 
 
See, during the earliest years of the Christian movement, faithful Jews who believed Jesus was 
Messiah worshiped with other disciples of Moses on the Sabbath, according to the law of Moses and 



 

the custom of their ancestors.  Then on Sunday, the day of Jesus’ resurrection, they gathered in one 
another’s homes to hear the apostle’s teachings, pray, and break bread together as described in Acts 
2.  As time passed, both synagogue and church develop more distinct understanding of Jesus and his 
relationship to God.  Tensions between these communities increased and divisions deepened.  By 
the time John was written, it was heresy to confess Jesus as Messiah.  One no longer could worship 
at the synagogue as a disciple of both Moses and Jesus. 
 
What other historical time stands out that this was happening?  The Middle Ages.  That’s right. 
 
Martin Luther confronted many of the rituals and laws and false teachings of the church of his day 
because they were WRONG!  The church told them they must pay up to secure their heavenly hope 
and that of their relatives.  And they did this through fear driven demonstrations.  Luther stood up to 
this wrongdoing and steered the church back to our God who does not condemn us, but rather, loves 
us unconditionally.  Luther suffered greatly in mind, body, and spirit during those years of correcting 
the institution of church.   
 
There are churches to this day that hinder the gospel of Jesus Christ, the healing of all of us blind 
men per se, because they prevent us from receiving the grace of God extended at Holy Communion.  
Again, another rule enforced that Jesus did not include as part of his words of institution, but of 
course, mankind seems to have to add more hoops to the grace of God. 
 
Jesus took the condemnation upon himself, the hatred, the vengeance, the accusations, the lashings 
and punishment and died IN OUR PLACE.  Because of Jesus, the blind man is NO LONGER 
condemned.  Because of Jesus, the blind man’s parents are set free from years of disgrace. 
St. Olaf Lutheran Church is a place of grace.  We are relaxed, not condemning or rigid.  That doesn’t 
mean we are lax.  That is, we believe strongly in intentional discipleship, being fervent students of 
Jesus by learning the way, truth, and life he showed us to live.  But we aren’t oppressive about going 
about this. 
 
Because of Jesus, you too can see again and have the immense hope and joy the blind man 
exhibited. 
 
The problem is, many of us still feel condemned, like an outcast, crying out for mercy or maybe have 
simply given up.  We may feel we are not worthy.  Because of something we have done or something 
done to us.  And it has kept us blind, oppressed, and suffering.  In fact, it has kept us on the streets 
wounded way too long. 
 
I wish I could instantly heal you.  But Jesus can, maybe quickly, maybe over time.  Jesus sees 
suffering as an opportunity for the power of God to be displayed in our lives.  Did you hear that?  
Jesus sees our suffering as an OPPORTUNITY for the POWER of God to be DISPLAYED in our 
lives.   
 
Will you join me in something?  On Wednesday during yoga at the YMCA our instructor had us rub 
our hands together and place them on our eyes.  So, if you have glasses, please take them off (and 
notice how blind you may be), now rub your hands together vigorously…place them on your eyes. 
 
Feel the heat, the healing touch?  Many people who have been healed before have felt the heat of 
the healer’s touch.  Think of this touch as being from Jesus.  He wants to make you well.  He desires 
for you to experience a new life, an abundant life, a fruitful life.  Let him touch your eyes.  Let him help 
you see again…to see life through his eyes, his mindset or way, his understanding of the truth.  That 
truth is that YOU are not condemned.  YOU are forgiven of whatever you have done, not done, or 



 

what’s been done to you.  Are you like the blind man or the religious leaders?  Are you open and 
ready for healing?   Or are you stuck in the box of condemnation?   
 
a.  My mom’s sister Arlene died several years ago.  There wasn’t even a funeral for her.  Sad but 
true.  The following is a description and not a harsh critique of her life, just reality.  She left this world 
angry, her mental, physical and spiritual health completely decimated.  She was a glass half empty 
person, rarely at peace, had difficulty smiling, experienced 3 marriages ending in divorce, and did not 
know the love of Jesus.  Literally, she was just the opposite of my mom.   Arlene was never healed.   
She lived a life filled with condemnation.  A life confined to her tiny apartment watching TV all day 
long, hurting and angry, that eventually led her down a road of death, not life.  That saddens me.   
 
b.  A few years ago I met a young woman named Rachel.  She met with Pr. Kevin Penvose in 
Milwaukee for coffee one day, and shared about her darkness, her depression, and lack of joy in her 
life.  She had not shared some of these details with anyone before.  Kevin listened to her story and 
proclaimed to her, “You are a child of God.  God loves you completely; unconditionally…just as you 
are…that’s pure grace.  There’s nothing you can do to earn it or to trash it.  At that very moment, 
Rachel was no longer blind, but could see.  She was being healed!  And now today Rachel has 
shared the good news of Jesus Christ with so many people.  She lives a life filled with joy and a 
constant smile on her face.  
 
Where are you on this spectrum?  Do you lean with Arlene and the Pharisees, bound by a life of 
blindness, without light, love, hope and grace?  Or do you find your life unfolding like Rachel and the 
blind man, being able to see and experience the light of Christ, like a sunny winter day that brings joy, 
hope, and LIFE?  Receive this good news today, “You are a child of the light, completely loved by 
God, period.” 
 
Let’s pray:  Jesus, touch our eyes.  Make us see.  Set us free from the misconceptions that leave us 
condemned, feeling excommunicated or rejected.  Display your glory by healing us from our suffering.  
Amen. 
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Pictures from “G.I.F.T.” Sunday, February 11, 2018 
 

 
 
 
 


