
 

 

 

SKIT: Casey and Gary, sitting together, talking. 
 

Casey: Gary, so you can see why I’m so tense all the time. Guarded. On edge. You know? 
 

Gary: Yeah, I can see that Casey. Anyone would be under those circumstances. 
 

Casey: It seems like the harder I try to take control of everything, the worst it gets. 
 

Gary: Have you tried giving it over to God? 
 

Casey: Giving it to God? What in the world does that mean? Sure, here you go, God. But then what? I 
mean, I’m still the one that has to do something about it. And doing something about it makes me… 
kind of crazy! 
 

Gary: Can you, for a little while, try not doing something about it? 
 

Casey: What do you mean? 
 

Gary: I mean, why don’t you truly give it to God? Let it go. Let go of the anxiety. Let go of trying to 
control the situation. Let go of trying to control the other person and the outcome. Just stop. For a while. 
Let go of being that person you’ve just described. That anxious, tense, guarded person. Let God take 
the anxiety and angst. Let that angry person go. 
 

Casey: But… then… but then what would I have left? All I’ve known for so long is how to be that 
person. Who would I be if I let go of all that anger and pain? Would there even be any of me left? 
 

Gary: It’s true, you probably wouldn’t be the same person. You’d be somebody not so anxious. Not so 
angry. Peaceful, calm, content. Somebody joyful and free. You’d be somebody made new from God. 
 

Casey: I don’t know. Sometimes I feel like my anger is the only thing holding me together. Like if I let it 
go, the rest of me will just fall apart. Like a big, oozing puddle of me. 
 

Gary: And that would be worse than a tied up tight, anxious, angry, bitter ball of you? 
 

Casey: I see your point. I guess it’s worth a try. It won’t be easy, though, and no promises I’ll do it right. 
 

Gary: Well, no, letting go and letting God remake you isn’t a once and done thing. It’s a process. And 
yes, it’ll take time. But it’ll be worth it. 
 

Casey: Ok, I guess being made into a new person might be worth the work. 
 

Gary: Well, new person. Nice to meet you. 
 

Casey: (smiling) I guess it’s nice to meet me, too. 

 

This conversation between Casey and Gary is powerful.  Gary is pointing Casey to a NEW way 

of life found in God.  Listen again to that beautiful part: 
 

“It’s true, you probably wouldn’t be the same person.  You’d be somebody not so anxious.  Not 

so angry.  Peaceful, calm, content.  Somebody joyful and free.  You’d be somebody made new 

from God.” 
 

To some degree, you could say that Casey was experiencing darkness.  He was experiencing an 

internal oppression of trying to control things.   He was stuck in a pattern that he was having 

trouble to depart from.  Gary is leading him to God, just simply pointing to God by giving him 

the option, the perspective… “Have you tried giving it over to God?”  And he was receptive! 

 

Pastor’s Note 

A weekly letter from Pr. Tom Pietz, 
St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

January 29 – February 4, 2018 

 

 

 

 



 
 

There are people who are ripe and ready for a word from the Lord. The Spirit is stirring 

something up in their life and their hearts are seeking and open. 

 For example, some are at a crossroads in life asking, “Is there more to this life than the 

grind of my daily work?”  Can I do something different than what I’m currently doing 

and still honor the Lord?   

 Some know time is short.  Their time on earth is almost done so they may be getting their 

household in order or just be letting things fall apart.  They may seek those last precious 

meaningful moments with loved ones or retreat.  Either way, they may be open to a 

change. 

 Some realize a relationship is broken and they no longer want to be angry or seek revenge 

because it’s killing their spirit in the process, so instead, they are ready to move towards 

reconciliation. 

 Some have lost control of their mind, body, and spirit.  And they may go to their knees 

wailing for mercy from the Lord. 

 Some are searching for something to breathe new life into their dry bones.  To fill them 

with joy, hope, or love again. 

 Some are sitting in their chair in silence, listening, waiting on the Lord, ready for the 

Spirit to blow their way. 

 Some are in a major life transition, like retirement, and are wondering what’s next.  They 

are ripe and ready for the Lord’s guidance or lead. 

 Some feel dirty, completely worthless, unappreciated, in need of a word of forgiveness, 

acceptance, and value.  Jesus welcomes you to his table. 

 And there are still others who have closed the door, living in darkness you could say, in 

their own little world, not open to what the Lord may be communicating with them. 

 Well today we meet Nicodemus, Nic for short.  If you were here last week you saw the 

video of the cleansing of the temple.  We were left with the image of a man who smiled 



and seemed intrigued with this man Jesus who just shook up the whole marketplace.  

That was Nicodemus.   

 So, what is Nic’s story?  He’s a powerful Pharisee, a member of the Sanhedrin, the 

Jewish ruling council.  Pharisees were a sect that sought to follow many of the ubiquitous 

laws of the Old Testament.  They pretended to be holier than they really were.  They 

cared more about religion, that is, keeping the status quo and making sure everybody 

obeyed all the laws, rather than loving God.  They could be control freaks and very 

oppressive.  Put on top of that, Nic was part of the inner sanctum of chief priests and 

political leaders who call the shots on major decisions called the Sanhedrin.   Nicodemus 

is a person of significant influence.  However, Nic wasn’t supposed to mix with the 

motley lot that followed Jesus.  So, he did so by night, undercover, in the darkness, not to 

be seen. Listen and watch carefully at this rare personal conversation Jesus has with the 

“religious elite” of his day. 
 

John 3:1-21 Nicodemus meets with Jesus  Check out this scripture Video clip 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tbBmpaDBizA 

 

I love this image of Nic sitting down with 

Jesus, eating and asking questions.  He starts 

with these honoring words, “Rabbi, we know 

that you are a teacher sent by God.  No one 

could perform the miracles you are doing 

unless God were with him.” 
 

Jesus responds, “I am telling you the truth, 

No one can see the kingdom of God without 

being born again. To be born spiritually of 

water and the Spirit…the wind blows where 

ever it wishes, you hear the sound it makes, but you do not know where it comes from or where 

it is going…it is like that with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”  Nic responds, “How can 

this be?”   
 

You do not believe me when we speak of the things of this world, then how will you believe me 

when I speak of the things of heaven? 
 

Nicodemus is a man with prestige, authority, and wisdom.  Probably a confident guy, but he is 

stumped here.  He doesn’t know what to make of Jesus and his teaching.  He has bought into 

the rigmarole of his religion, but has not embraced the Spirit of God.   
 

I knew a couple in Oconomowoc who had been trying to witness to her ailing father over the 

last few years.  They said, “He’s a ‘know it all’”.  If someone proposes something different or 

something he does not know about, it can’t be right.  It’s kind of like “his way or the highway”.  

But he’s still open to having the conversations of faith.   
 

What we just saw was Nic not responding harshly or defending his perspective, rather he 

wonders out loud, “How can this be?”  He’s engaged, open, listening to Jesus, willing to ask 

questions, warming to Jesus’ way, Jesus’ teaching.  Yes, the Spirit is moving, though it cannot 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tbBmpaDBizA


be seen, it is with him in the seeking.  He may just discover that Jesus is THE way, THE truth, 

and THE life he is seeking. 
 

This is the beginning of the unfolding of being born again.  It’s when you become receptive to 

God’s leading, God’s way in your life.  When you realize that life isn’t all about you.  Rather, 

it’s about knowing God, loving this God who first 

loved us and made us.   
 

Like baptism, especially immersion, our old life 

centered upon “me”, is drowned and buried…it 

dies like a kernel of wheat that falls to the ground.  

But out of that fallen seed, there germinates new 

life.  Like the rising out of the baptismal waters, 

the Spirit fills and leads us into a new way of life 

found in Jesus.  It’s about leaving the old life of 

sin, a way of darkness, and living a new way of 

life in the light. 
 

Some call this being “born again” or a conversion 

experience, which it truly is.  Some of us may have had multiple experiences, like “aha 

moments” that change the trajectory of the way we see our life and live our life for God.  It’s a 

Kairos, a turning point, that leads you into the kingdom of God. 
 

Jesus is available to sit, walk and talk with you.  
 

So where are you at?  Have you found a chair, a space to sit with Jesus, to ask questions, to 

listen to his response in silence, in scripture, in prayer? 
 

Is the Spirit wind moving in your heart, leading you into a conversion moment, a new way of 

doing life? 
 

I’ve got a friend in a mid-life crisis as he says.  He’s ready for a completely different way of 

life.  He’s in his early 50’s.  He’s searching.  He’s dying….that is, he’s dying to what was once 

his dream, his purpose in life, his calling, and is leaving that previous way of life.  This is 

radical.  It’s scary.  It’s outright outrageously over the top complete surrender to God.  The 

Spirit is with him.  And I can see the peace of God within him.  God is molding him like clay.  

Reshaping him.  Not that he was off base and not seeking God before this turning point, but 

God is doing something new is his life and in the trajectory of his family. 

 

Pastor Bill Hybels talks about a successful businessman who 

had no time to sit still in a chair, but the Spirit moved him to do 

so.  He got a rocking chair and began his day in that chair with 

God.  He was born again.  He was born of the Spirit.  Because 

every day was no longer about him.  It was about serving God.  

It was about discerning the Spirit and seeing where the Spirit 

wind was blowing.  Aha!  Find that chair, sit down with Jesus, in the light or in the dark like 

Nic, talk with him, be still, and listen.  And then see what enfolds as God reveals what’s next.   



Let’s pray:  Lord, open our hearts, open our lives to the movement of your Spirit.  Fill us with 

your Spirit.  We want to be “born again”, made new, refreshed, drawn to You, to your will, your 

way…the way, the truth, and the life found in Jesus, Amen. 
 

If you have something you are wrestling with… I’d love to accompany you as your pastor, as 

the one who walks with you in such times of discernment. tompietz@live.com or 262-490-4057 
 

   ************************ 
 

 

Here is Justine’s chair.  She is one of the most 
prayerful people I know.  She eases in the day 
with a devotion with God.   

 
To the right is Judy Weiss’s chair where 
she reads and reflects.  “And, me and 
Jesus share my favorite beverage here. 
And my chair overlooks the beautiful 
Lake Sinissippi.”   

 
Here’s Roger Johnson in his fireside room 
working and contemplating and discerning 
the Spirit of God.   
 
 

   ************************ 
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LENTEN ECUMENICAL SERVICES 
Services will be held at 7:00 P.M.  

at the following churches: 
February 21

st
  - Holy Name of Jesus 

Evangelical Catholic Church (at Zion Lutheran) 
 

February 28
th

 - St Catherine's of Alexandria 
Catholic Church (Mapleton) 

 

March 7
th

  - St. Olaf's Lutheran Church  
 

March 14
th

 - St. Paul's Episcopal Church  
(Hwy P, Ashippun) 

 

March 21
st

 - Cross Lutheran Church (Ixonia) 
 

(Food & Fellowship to follow each service) 
  
 

 

Daily Readings  (Jan. 28 – Feb. 3) 
Sunday – John 3:1-21 

Daily Readings  (Jan. 28 – Feb. 3) 
Sunday – John 3:1-21 
Monday – John 3:22-30 
Tuesday – John 3:31-36 
Wednesday – Luke 3:19-20 
Thursday – Matthew 11:2-6 
Friday – Matthew 11:7-15 
Saturday – Matthew 11:16-19 
 


