
 

 

 

When it rains, it pours.  Not only did the Vikings have their WORST game of the season 

at the NFC Championship yesterday (Go Eagles!  Beat the Patriots!!), but my commute 

doubled this morning…it took me 73 seconds to walk to work, around the river 😊. 

 

 

 

 

This is Diane Dowling’s chair in her home just off Lake 

Sinissippi in Hustisford… send me a picture of where you 

dwell with God, where you read your Bible, pray, where you 

are still to think and contemplate.  Where’s your sacred space?  

Send me a picture at tompietz@live.com  

 

 

Were you able to meet with God this past week? 
 

Did you find your chair, your place to meet with God? 
 

How many have identified “their chair”?  Yes, just raise your hand.  Hmmmm 
 

It must’ve been a tough assignment.  Do you HAVE chairs in your home?   

 
 

Thank you to our first poster children, Diane 

Dowling and Randy Sikkema, for sending me 

your photos.  I could use a few more folks!  

Keep sending them in.  It’s a pastor’s greatest joy 

to know that someone listened to his sermon 

and actually put it into practice.  But much more 

than that, that YOU take to heart the idea that 

you are a child of God, dearly loved, and God 

loves it when we invest time with him.  God 

loves to listen to his children praying and reading his Word. 
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If you were to describe Jesus would you say he’s 

a “nice guy”?  Who thinks Jesus is a nice guy?  

What do you think, was Jesus a nice guy?   
 

Well, uh, hmmmm, not exactly.   
 

When I think of someone as “Nice”, from my 

perspective, it’s a generic word that means 

pleasant, agreeable, good, amiable, congenial, 

likeable.  And I guess we could say that Jesus 

was like that, but that’s not what he is really 

about.  He’s not about being nice.   
 

Rather, Jesus is bold.  He’s a man on a mission…he’s got purpose.  And that purpose was to 

point people to the love of His heavenly father….to God!  And to show us, God’s love face-to-

face, in person…because Jesus IS God.  That’s right, Jesus IS… God in the flesh. 
 

What is God like?  Like Jesus.  We see that God loves life.  Take for example last week when 

Jesus is at a huge public wedding at Cana with a smile on his face as he eats and celebrates with 

his mother Mary.  Jesus had fun!  He’s not a fuddy duddy intense stuffy professor kind of guy.  

Rather, he enjoys life.  We saw this last week in the video clip of Jesus as the wedding at Cana.  

Jesus was laughing, and eating, and just hanging out.  He told his mother Mary that it wasn’t yet 

time for him to reveal himself, but of course, mom wanted him to help out in the crisis when the 

wine ran out, so Jesus turns water into wine….a pretty big deal back then.  Was he being nice?  

Not necessarily.  What he did display was God’s abundance, God’s provision when there is a 

need.  Jesus is bold, he’s a man with a mission…a mission to reveal the love of God to the 

world. 
 

So we go from a joyful party atmosphere near the countryside of Cana, to the massive temple in 

the metropolis of Jerusalem.   
 

As we just heard, it’s that time of the year when 

thousands of Jews journey to the Jerusalem temple for 

Passover. Those who traveled from afar purchased 

animals there in Jerusalem to give as their customary 

temple offering.  To bring your sheep on a long 

journey could expose them to the threat of wolves. 

This market for the animals used specifically for 

offerings and normally it had been located on the 

Mount of Olives and not in or near the temple.  

Instead, Jesus discovered the temple mount bustling with religious and economic activity.  This 

“nice guy” suddenly came alive and let people know how disturbing this was to God.   
 

As most European descent American Christians of the 21
st
 century, we don’t really get the 

magnitude or meaning of this poignant moment.  Jesus Kairos moment here is a precursor to the 

destruction of the temple.  Yes, soon this massive, magnificent temple would be destroyed by 

the Romans and the whole ancient system of animals and sacrifice will go by the wayside, 

because Jesus would become the ultimate sacrificial lamb, once and for all.  His temple, his 

body, will be destroyed and be resurrected or rise back up in three days. 



So it’s here at the temple, in this holy place, that Jesus’ first public confrontation takes place 

with the spiritual leaders of his time, and what does Jesus do? 
 

With that background, now let’s see this scene visually to grasp the intensity and nuances of 

this most dramatic moment at the very beginning of Jesus’ ministry. 
 

Click on this video to hear and SEE the gospel lesson for this week: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=geferlpn_5A  [3:21] 
 

Jesus calls a spade a spade and with authority doesn’t he?!  And not in a nice, beat around the 

bush kind of way, but in a demonstrative  “Did I make myself clear?!” kind of way.  And like a 

parent, sometimes this needs to be done in a direct, maybe even in a provocative way to get the 

point across.  
 

But he really didn’t make himself clear did he.  These Sadducees, the guys with all the special 

robes and garb ARE TOTALLY focused on the building, the Temple, that’s the MOST 

IMPORTANT THING in their spiritual lives…the temple.  It took 46 years to build, they make 

their living there, and are bringing in some serious coin with this market operation and its 

inflated prices. 
 

But the temple that Jesus is pointing to is HIS temple, HIS body…which would become God’s 

ultimate sacrifice and sign of complete forgiveness and love before their very eyes.  But of 

course, the cross had not happened yet. 
 

1) What might this mean for us today? 
 

Our temple, this sanctuary, this space, is a holy place where we gather to worship the Lord.  

There is something to a space, set apart, to center ourselves on God.  It’s important to BE 

together like we are right now, to be united, to collectively be in community to praise God, hear 

a Word from the Lord, receive good news in Word and in sacrament, and to discover how God 

would have us live into the abundant life he offers in Jesus’ name.  We cannot be Christians 

alone, rather, we need one another to spur one another on towards love and good deeds.  It’s 

YOU who I lean on for strength in faith, not so much my extended family, because you are near 

me and doing life with me, day to day, week to week.  Yes, we really do need each other. 
 

Something you may not realize is that John’s gospel was written for seekers, that is, those who 

were looking for more to this life.  And so the question of what is the heart of John’s gospel is 

this:  What are you looking for?  John knows, people are looking for relationship…and the 

ultimate or primary relationship is with the God who made you.  More questions arise like: 

Where does God meet you?  How do you know God?  Where do you encounter God?   
 

Certainly there is a tendency to say God is everywhere right.  We think, I don’t need to be 

anywhere special to meet God.  But at some point the vagueness is really not satisfying.  That 

vagueness that there is sort of a God that is out there, somewhere, somehow just doesn’t cut it at 

times.   
 

The whole notion of temple is God’s recognition that people need places to turn to meet Him.  

What we find here in this story is Jesus saying for those who are seeking God’s presence, whose 

deepest need for relationship, Jesus identified his crucified and risen self…this is the place 

where you come for the forgiveness of sins, where you encounter the presence and power of 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=geferlpn_5A


God…Jesus embodies it all.  That’s why we celebrate Holy Communion each week, we are 

reminded powerfully of God’s sacrifice for us in giving up his holy temple, his very body…his 

LIFE… to draw us back into relationship with himself.  His body and blood were the ultimate 

expense at the temple, to help us meet God face to face! 
 

But we know God is not limited to this space we call the 

church, OUR temple.  God is with us, wherever we go.  

One of our most precious places we go to is our home.  

So here we are back to the beginning of this message.  

Where is your chair?  Where is your holy place or 

sacred space where you meet God?  If you don’t have 

one, find a chair or place to be alone with God.  Dwell 

there.  Discover God in the silence, in sharing your 

thoughts, in reading his Word…and just being. 
 

The ending of John’s gospel states his purpose to his 

seeker audience- that you may know that Jesus is the son 

of God.  All of these EYE witness written accounts John 

experienced IN PERSON, and they were recorded to 

show us Jesus as the very son of God, the messiah, God 

in the flesh…Emmanuel. 
 

So Jesus’ rage is not really about the temple, it’s all 

about God.  He’s pointing to God the father.  Jesus 

unleashes his authority to represent and reveal the God of 

the temple, whom he knows intimately as his Father.   
 

This temple scene makes a claim for Jesus’ authority at the beginning of his ministry an 

authority ultimately based in his identity as God’s Son. 
 

Theologian N.T. Wright says that the people were looking so hard at the temple that they 

couldn’t see that Jesus was offering the reality to which the temple pointed…that is what we 

find in the last supper and on the cross, the reality of what the temple was pointing…that God 

so loved the world that he gave his only son as the ultimate sacrifice, that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have eternal, abundant life.  Amen!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daily Readings    (January 21 - 27) 
Sunday – John 2:13-25 
Monday – Jeremiah 7:1-11 
Tuesday – Zechariah 6:9-15 
Wednesday – Zechariah 14:20-21 
Thursday – Revelation 21:22-26 
Friday – Isaiah 56:1-7 
Saturday – Psalm 69:9 
 


