
 
 
 
 
 

“Sharing God’s Love,  
Caring For Community”… 
that’s our mission statement.  
And what better way to do this 
is to love on the children at 
Christmastime when times are 
tough at home.  If you’ve ever 
been in a job transition, been 
without income due to 
hospitalization, a departure of a 
marriage relationship, or some 
other crisis in which  one’s 
finances cannot afford Christmas presents for your children, then you really know how 

significant A Child’s Smile 😊 outreach really is.  Over 200 children, over 80 estimated 

families, will be touched with the joy of such gifts!  And it’s all thanks to YOU, St. Olaf 
Lutheran Church, and our friends in the community who have partnered with us.  As 
we near wrapping up the A Child's Smile program for 2017, we have received $4,805 
from the community and $3,850 from our members.  In addition, some mittens, caps, 
and toys have been donated by our members.  Wednesday is the deadline for any 
last minute contributions.   

 
 
 
 
If you have a young person in your family 
who would like to play a prelude song 
before the services on Dec. 24th or 25th, 
please call Pastor Tom at 262-490-4057. 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Weekend Worship Service Schedule 
 

Saturday, Dec. 23rd  5:00 pm  Advent Worship 

Sunday, Dec. 24th   9:00 am  Christmas Eve Worship with Children’s Christmas Program 

 4:00 pm  Family Worship with special Children’s Message 

    7:00 pm  Candlelight Worship 

Monday, Dec. 25th 9:00 am  Christmas Day Worship 

Pastor’s Note 

A weekly letter from Pr. Tom Pietz, 
St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

December 11 – December 17, 2017 
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Remember our mid-week Advent Worship 
Service on Wednesdays at 7:00pm, Holden 
Evening Prayer (candlelight worship - 25 
minutes long).  This Wednesday a dinner is 
provided at 5:45pm for FREE as a “Thank You!” 
from our Women of Grace group for helping out 
with the Lutefisk Dinner.  All are welcome! 
 

 
Ezekiel 37:1-14  watch video of scripture coming to life!  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j7vb1Fv097M  
 
 
 
Dec. 10th Message “Beautiful Things”   
 

Have you ever lost your breath?  Maybe you 
collided in gym class or recess (if you 

remember those days 😊), or you try to catch 

your breath after a fast run or walking up a 
flight of stairs.  Maybe it’s when the stress has 
overwhelmed you and you can’t breathe deep, 
or life has just given you a one-two punch.  
Life comes at us and it’s often very 
unpredictable.  Sometimes life is not the way 

we had hoped it would be.  And sometimes we lay listless, like a valley of dry bones, 
yearning for our breath again.  Yearning for HOPE, and strength, and joy. 
 
 

 
 
 
When the dust settles, we wonder 
if beautiful things can be made out 
of the dust. 
Yes, God can. 
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On Monday I took my dear former co-
worker, Carolyn, out for breakfast at the 
Depot.  Her husband, Jim, died a few 
weeks ago.  In 2010 when I first started at 
Our Savior’s, he was in the hospital a lot 
and it looked like he would not make it. 
Seven years later, and several months of 
hospital stays and rehab over the course 
of the last seven years, he passed away.  
Though his really good days were few, he 

still had breath, and hope, and joy to live.  Now Carolyn has a different life ahead.  She 
anticipated this season.  And yet there must be some very sad days when you wake up 
without your loved one next to you.  It can feel like the wind beneath your wings is 
gone.  But she carries on.  As she will say, “God has been so good to me.”  She knows 
better days will come.  In fact, her stress has decreased, she’s getting more rest, is 
developing an exercise routine, and is able to visit family in Minnesota now without 
limitations.  God makes beautiful things out of the dust. 
 
 

Last week the prophet Daniel took us 
to the scene in which three wise men, 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 
stood up for their faith in the One true 
God, and were willing to risk their lives 
by not bowing to the 90 foot gold 
image of King Nebuchadnezzar.  The 
miracle of surviving the fiery furnace 
without burns led to a total 180 degree 
turn for the King declaring all were to 
honor their God, Yahweh. 

 
 

Our prophet for this week, 
Ezekiel, is a contemporary of 
Daniel.  The Babylonian 
Empire is firmly in control of 
the entire region from Egypt to 
the Persian Gulf having 
conquered all opposing 
forces.  In 605 B.C., Babylon 
begins the systematic 
deportation, over a period of 
years, of three groups of Jews 
back to Babylon.  A young 



teen by the name of Daniel is in the first group, which is composed of educated and 
gifted children of royal and noble birth.  This deportation marks the beginning of the 
predicted 70 years of exile for Judah as we heard from Jeremiah 25 a few weeks ago.  
The next group of 10,000 to be taken into exile includes a 25 year old priest named 
Ezekiel.  After he and his wife are settled in Tell-Abib, on the bank of the Chebar River.  
It’s here that Ezekiel begins a 22 year career as a “street preacher” among the exiles.  
His initial message deals with the imminent and complete destruction of Jerusalem and 
Solomon’s temple.  When the destruction comes, the third and final deportation occurs 
with few remaining survivors left in the land. 
 
Like the other prophets of his time, Ezekiel forewarned that God would exile 
them and keep them there long, should they not repent and admit their ways of 
denouncing God.  And so over these years, after the fall of Jerusalem, Ezekiel’s 
preaching goes in a new direction.  He then proclaims hope of restoration.  
Jerusalem, the temple, and the people had become defiled, and the cleansing 
process would require 70 years of captivity.  In addition, God promises to restore 
Israel not only physically to the land, but also spiritually.  How would this be 
done?  God would give the people a “new heart” and put His Spirit in them.  
Ezekiel’s vision we hear today is about a people who were trampled upon and 
left for dead with no breath, but that’s not the final word.  These bones would 
rise again, God will breathe new life and they would regain their strength and 
they will have hope for a new tomorrow. 
 
Yes, God always gives hope. 
 
When God breathes new life into us, it may be through healing and restoration, 
or it may be through acceptance of the things lost. 
 
Physical illnesses like cancer, diabetes, MS, Parkinson’s disease; mental illnesses like 
depression, anxiety, bipolar, schizophrenia, dementia; addiction; broken relationships; 
financial stresses – these and so many more can feel like death. They feel like our 
bodies and souls are not more than a pile of dry bones. Everyone has the experience 
of despair and suffering at one time or another. It’s one of the hardest things we may 
ever do as a parent – is to watch our children suffer, knowing there is nothing we can 
do about it.  
 
God nailed it when He showed Ezekiel a valley of dry bones. As a parent, God would 
have been grieved to watch the children of Israel suffer in exile. But God could, and did 
do something about it. God promised Ezekiel and the Israelites in a vivid vision that the 
children of Israel would one day be restored. Bones came together, then sinews, and 
then flesh, and skin, but no breath. Anyone who has experienced suffering knows that 
the ending of suffering can be a long, slow, painful process. It can seem as though 
there will never be any breath that can restore us to new life.  



But God does promise breath and God delivers the breath of life. For the Israelites, 
new life came in the form of restoration from exile back to their land and their culture. 
For us, new life might come in the form of healing of body, mind, or spirit. New life 
might come through recovery from addiction. New life might mean the restoration of 
relationships or finances. It might also mean an acceptance of things lost and a new 
way of looking at the past, present, and future.  When the dust settles in any of these 
situations, we can trust God that He makes beautiful things out of the dust.  Let’s 
meditate on this through Gungor’s song, “Beautiful Things” 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nJ4yNYY1hHM  
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