
 

 

 

 

 

Come.  Are you flexible and could be free tomorrow night (Tuesday)?  Then come.  At 

7:00pm in the sanctuary we’ll be gathering to listen to Dave Ramsey speak about 

SMART Money.  He’s funny, incredibly insightful, and I guarantee you’ll get something 

worthwhile out of it so it will be worth your time.  If you have a favorite TV program 

on that night, record it or let it go. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

G.I.F.T.= Generations In Faith Together 

This Sunday, November 12th  
 

 
 

 

Please set aside Sunday, November 12th, at 10:15-11:15am, to join us for an hour 
with our children, teens, 20 somethings, young adults with children, grandparents, and 
everyone in between.  We are going to have FUN and do some creative things to build 
relationships and talk about life and faith matters.   

Pastor’s Note 

A weekly letter from Pr. Tom Pietz, 
St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

November 6 – 12, 2017 
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1 Kings 19:1-18  Elijah Flees to Horeb 

19 Now Ahab told Jezebel everything Elijah had done and how he had killed all the prophets with the 
sword. 2 So Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah to say, “May the gods deal with me, be it ever so 
severely, if by this time tomorrow I do not make your life like that of one of them.” 

3 Elijah was afraid[a] and ran for his life. When he came to Beersheba in Judah, he left his servant 
there, 4 while he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness. He came to a broom bush, sat 
down under it and prayed that he might die. “I have had enough, LORD,” he said. “Take my life; I am 
no better than my ancestors.” 5 Then he lay down under the bush and fell asleep. 

All at once an angel touched him and said, “Get up and eat.” 6 He looked around, and there by his 
head was some bread baked over hot coals, and a jar of water. He ate and drank and then lay down 
again. 

7 The angel of the LORD came back a second time and touched him and said, “Get up and eat, for the 
journey is too much for you.” 8 So he got up and ate and drank. Strengthened by that food, he 
traveled forty days and forty nights until he reached Horeb, the mountain of God. 9 There he went into 
a cave and spent the night. 

The LORD Appears to Elijah 

And the word of the LORD came to him: “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 

10 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your 
covenant, torn down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, 
and now they are trying to kill me too.” 

11 The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the LORD is 
about to pass by.” 

Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, 
but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in 
the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire 
came a gentle whisper. 13 When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and 
stood at the mouth of the cave. 

Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 

14 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your 
covenant, torn down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, 
and now they are trying to kill me too.” 

15 The LORD said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert of Damascus. When you 
get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram. 16 Also, anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over Israel, and 
anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah to succeed you as prophet. 17 Jehu will put to death 
any who escape the sword of Hazael, and Elisha will put to death any who escape the sword of Jehu. 
18 Yet I reserve seven thousand in Israel—all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and whose 
mouths have not kissed him.” 
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Are you one to face something head on or Run 

away!  Fight or Flight?  I know, it depends on the 

situation, but what’s your typical mode of operandi?   

Some have the GRIT, the courage, the resolve, the 

GUTS, to do what needs to be done, whether it’s 

possible or not, they are BOLD and give it a shot.   

A little different question now, how many of us are 

whiners?  (let’s hear it) 

Elijah does both.  On the one hand, he’s bold and 

strong and confident in God being faithful.  Yet later, 

fear gets the best of him, and he just wants to be done…forever.  He wants to immediately give 

up, and whines about it too.   Not good. 

 

Elijah’s story summarized:  

 

Okay, let’s dive into a little more 

history because context matters.  

These are the days of the Divided 

Kingdom, the north being Israel, the 

south being Judah.  The prophet Elijah 

lives during this strategic time in the 

life of the northern kingdom of Israel.  

Omri has become king and built his 

capital on the hill of Samaria.  He 

introduces Baal worship.  After his 

death his son, Ahab, gives the worship 

of Baal official recognition by 

building a temple for Baal in Samaria.  

Encouraged by his wife, Jezebel, King 

Ahab then initiates an aggressive 

campaign to destroy all worship of 

God and replace it with Baal worship.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Elijah is sent by God to confront Ahab and to declare to the nation that the Lord is God and 

there are no other gods, including Baal.   

Elijah the Tishbite comes from a town called Tishbe, makes sense eh?  That’s located east 

of the Jordan River…it’s a town like Alderly okay 😊.  Elijah is a fiery spokesman sent by 

God to confront these hostile rulers of the northern kingdom for their worship of Baal, a 

false Canaanite god.   

So you see here Elijah appearing before King Ahab to announce God's curse: "As the LORD, 

the God of Israel, lives, whom I serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in the next few years 

except at my word." (1 Kings 17:1) 

 

Then Elijah fled to the brook Cherith, east of the Jordan River, where ravens brought him bread 

and meat. When the brook dried up, God sent Elijah to live with a widow in Zarephath. God 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

performed another miracle there, blessing the woman's oil and flour so it did not run out. 

Unexpectedly, the widow's son died. Elijah stretched himself on the boy's body three times, and 

God restored the child's life.  

 

 

Confident of the power of God, Elijah challenged the 450 prophets of Baal and the 400 prophets 

of the false god Asherah to a showdown on Mount Carmel. The idolaters sacrificed a bull and 

cried out to Baal from morning until nightfall, even slashing their skin until blood flowed, but 

nothing happened. Elijah then rebuilt the altar of the Lord, sacrificing a bull there. 

He put the burnt offering on it, along with wood. He had a servant douse the sacrifice and wood 

with four jars of water, three times, until all was thoroughly soaked. 

Elijah called on the Lord, and God's fire fell from heaven, consuming the offering, the wood, 

the altar, the water, and even the dust around it. 

The people fell on their faces, shouting, "The Lord, he is God; the Lord, he is God." (1 Kings 

18:39, NIV) Elijah ordered the people to slay the 850 false prophets. 

Elijah prayed, and rain fell on Israel. Queen Jezebel was furious at the loss of her prophets, 

however, and swore to kill him.  
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Afraid, Elijah ran to the wilderness, sat under a broom tree, and in his despair, asked God to 

take his life. Instead, the prophet slept, and an angel brought him food. Strengthened, Elijah 

went 40 days and 40 nights to Mount Horeb, where God appeared to him in a whisper. 

 

Elijah went from an ultimate high in the action of conquering the immense heretical worship of 

baal through God’s amazing transformative power embarrassing some 850 prophets before the 

king and queen.  Imagine the satisfaction, the power, the epitome and apex of success and then, 

he went off on his own, only to experience an immense downfall into depression so strong that 
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he wanted to end it all.  Yet even in this lowest of lows, God speaks to him in a whisper.  Oh for 

us to hear that whisper of God in our darkest days.  

This moment of depression and whining it’s as if God was saying,  

 “Are you done with your tantrum now.  Will you sit still and listen and do what I’m calling you 

to do?”   

Not to sound too judgmental, but Elijah sounds a little like a whining child. He lopes out to the 

wilderness to end his own life because Jezebel has threatened to kill him. (Does that even make 

any sense?) Then he complains to the Lord that, “I alone am left,” even though God promises to 

save the “seven thousand in Israel” who remain faithful to God. He complains at the 

mountaintop, and when he doesn’t get the answer he wants, he waits through a strong wind, an 

earthquake, and a fire. He then complains the same complaint, hoping for someone to indulge 

his whining and tell him he’s right. Instead, the Lord sends him back out to finish the work God 

has laid out for him. There will be no coddling for Elijah. 

God, on the other hand, is patient and encouraging. God does not come at Elijah like an upset 

parent, an angry storm of wind, earthquake, or fire. Instead, God comes with a whisper that 

breaks the sheer silence surrounding a worn out Elijah. Although God knows the answer, God 

gives Elijah the chance to get it all out, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” God hears him out. 

God picks him up, brushes him off, looks him square in the face, and gives him a solid 

direction, one that shakes Elijah out of his self-pity and back to his resolve to do as God asks. 

Sometimes the best way to redirect a temper tantrum is to give that energy a new purpose. 
 

Ahhhhh, Kris is really good at this.  When she gets into teacher mode and redirects one of our 

children’s tantrums, their energy gets re-focused and then overcome their episode of whining.   

Accomplishments of Elijah: Under God's guidance, Elijah struck a heavy blow against the evil 

of false gods. He was an instrument for miracles against Israel's idolaters. 

Prophet Elijah's Strengths: Elijah had incredible faith in God. He loyally carried out the 

Lord's instructions and struck boldly in the face of enormous opposition. 

Prophet Elijah's Weaknesses: After a stunning victory on Mount Carmel, Elijah fell into 

depression. The Lord was patient with him, however, letting him rest and regain his strength for 

future service. 

Life Lessons 

Despite the miracles God performed through him, Elijah was only human, like us. God can use 

you in amazing ways as well, if you surrender yourself to his will.   
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When God calls, sometimes the best way through the fear is to run straight at it with purpose 

and resolve. 

Many of us can identify our own time of retreat, possibly depression, or at least of isolation, 

where we go to our dark cave.  Some of us hear the very whisper of God calling us back to the 

world, to face what the world gives, but with God’s presence and power with us. 

The good news today is this:  Fear not, for God is with you…in the battle of life.  Should 

earthquakes, high winds or fire come your way, God is with you.  You can be bold in faith like 

Elijah, trusting that God will show up and do His mighty work in your situation and through 

you.  That’s a bold step of faith. 

 

 

 

Daily Readings 
11/5-11/11/17 

Sunday – 1 Kings 19:1-18  
God calls Elijah in an unexpected way. Elijah's daily needs were met when he was in the 

wilderness. Pray the Lord’s Prayer, with special attention to the petition, “Give us this day our daily 

bread.”  

Monday –1 Kings 21:1-29  
Elijah once again confronts King Ahab. Is there something in your life for which you need to 

repent? Pray to God for forgiveness, trusting in God’s unfailing love.  

Tuesday –2 Kings 2:1-13  
Elijah ascends to heaven, leaving behind an amazed Elisha. How would you feel if you were Elisha 

and witness Elijah’s ascension? Reflect on your answer.  

Wednesday –2 Kings 2:13-25  
With Elijah gone, Elisha has big shoes to fill. Think of how all the times God works through water 

in the Bible—Elisha purifying water in this story, baptism, Noah’s ark, and so many more. Reflect 

on these things whenever you encounter water throughout the day—when you wash your hands, 

when you shower, when you do dishes, etc.  

Thursday –2 Kings 4:1-44  
Elisha performs several amazing miracles. Several of Elisha’s miracles involve food—how can you 

help feed people in need? Consider donating food items to a local food pantry or food drive.  

Friday –2 Kings 14:23-29  
In spite of a king’s evil deeds, God continues to rescue Israel. Pray for your country’s leadership, 

that they may govern with good conscience and meet the needs of their people.  

Saturday –2 Kings 15:1-7  
Azariah becomes king of the southern kingdom of Judah. Pray for peace in the world. If there are 

any international conflicts happening, pray for them by name and pray that they are resolved 

peacefully. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


