
 

 

 

 

Starting this Wednesday from 7:00-7:30pm we will 
have a beautiful and peaceful worship service to 
slow us down during this season of Advent.  Come 
to be refreshed, to sing, to listen, and Be Still and 
Know that God is God.  Holden Evening Prayer at 

7:00pm on Wednesdays Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13, & 20.   
 

 

How long has your family been 
established in America?  Anybody?  What 
year did the Christensens/ 
Christophersons/ Monis’s/ Johnsons/ 
Rolefsons…  settle in America?  Where 
first?  Where did they come from?  What 
led them to leave their homeland?  
Whatever the story, they moved on from 
what was familiar, in which you knew your 
neighbors, customs, the terrain, the land 
you farmed, the whole way of life, and 
you started over.   

 

Take for example, the Pilgrims who left Europe because they believed that the reforms 
of the Anglican church had not gone far enough. In order to be rightful interpreters of 
the Bible independent of an inherited social and cultural order, the Pilgrims knew they 
had to leave England and separate themselves from the Anglican church.   
 

For many throughout the years, there was HOPE that this new land they were going to 
would be a place of greater 
opportunities for work, for food, 
for religious freedom, for a more 
abundant life. 
 

How many of you have moved 
before?  (raise your hand)  Most 
everyone of us, except the little 
ones, have moved likely several 
times before.  So we know a little 
of what this is like.  For some, 
when they need to move, it can 
be a very anxious time with 
potential fears and unknowns. 
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During such a season of change, it could be 
labeled a crisis, or TURNING POINT.  Depending 
upon how one reacts to it.  Crisis comes from the 
Greek word krises, meaning decision (or 
opportunity or turning point).  Some 
developmental crises include leaving home, 
having a baby, going to college, starting a new 
job…these are all crises in that they all upset our 

steady state, the homeostasis, and things will never be the same again.  If it’s a drama, 
the action will either take us upward to a happy ending, which is often a comedy or a 

hallmark movie 😊, or downward to tragedy.  The turning point is the dramatic and 

tense moment when the forces of conflict come together.  To get to the nitty gritty, do 
you remain suffering where you are, or do you have HOPE in a different possibility, in a 
new reality?  In other words, we can either give up or have the grit to persevere 
because of the HOPE we have for a new tomorrow.   
 

Many of our young people and older 
generations today can feel boxed in 
the corner, like there is NO HOPE for 
their situation to change, to improve, 
to get better.  Depression has 
become so common some are calling 
it epidemic.  Over the last 50 years 
incidents of depression have grown 
tenfold.  We are learning that more 
people are also giving up.  That 
reminds us how much more we as 
Christians need to bring HOPE to the 

             world. 
 

With that introduction, now let’s turn to this particular season in the history of God’s 
Chosen People.  
 

Remember that the tribes of 
Israel split into two Kingdoms, 
Israel to the North and Judah to 
the South. They just got through 
the age of Assyrian dominance 
and now there is a new world 
power, Babylon (yes, deep in the 
heart of our today’s Iraq).  So the 
Babylonians have overwhelmed 
Assyria, then Egypt, and now 
surround the tiny nation of 
Judah.  The spiritual condition of 



 

Judah is one of flagrant idol worship.  Jeremiah is called to preach God’s message of 
impending judgment during the reigns of the last 5 kings of Judah, a period of 40 
years, from 627 B.C. to 586 B. C.  Sinful Judah is unwilling to repent, and God will use 
the Babylonians as His instrument of judgment.  Yes, you heard that right.  Judgment 
and correction.  Jeremiah appeals to his countrymen to repent and avoid God’s 
judgment at the hands of an invading army.  And indeed, there is a brief period of 
reformation during the time of King Josiah (640-609 B.C.), but after King Josiah’s 
death, Judah returns to her old ways and refuses to repent and invasion became 
certain.    Jeremiah then pleads with the nation not to resist the Babylonian invasion, 
which will lead to total destruction.  Did they listen?  NO!  After the fall of Jerusalem in 
586 B.C. Jeremiah is forced to go with a fleeing remnant to Egypt.  Tradition claims 
that when Egypt is invaded by Babylon, Jeremiah is taken to Babylon, where he has 
the opportunity to write his sad funeral dirge, Lamentations and to finish his book, 
Jeremiah. 
 

How’d you like to be Jeremiah?  He’s 
unpopular and hated by all (they don’t listen 
to him at all but rather do exactly the 
opposite, so they hate his preaching that 
calls them to change their ways…kind of 
like how we don’t like a tattle-tail).  He’s a 
highly emotional guy, especially when he 
feels such intense antagonism and an 
unrepentant spirit of the people he’s trying 
to draw back to God and God’s ways.  
Jeremiah is told not to marry or have a 
family, he can’t even join in any feasting.  
And you thought your life was hard?!!! 

 
Now let’s put ourselves in the shoes of a 
people who had established themselves in 
their homes for generations in this great city 
called Jerusalem.  They built this city (makes 
me want to sing that classic 80’s song, we 
built this city on rock-n-roll, but I do digress 

😊).  Now a massive empire sweeps the land 

consuming every village, town, and city along 
its path like a tornado or hurricane leaving 

unimaginable destruction.  They are likely quite anxious as they realize that it’s true, 
this great city where the temple was built, this holy destination, would be taken over by 
their enemies.  Can we say CRISIS?!  You bet we can. 
 

Yet Even in the midst of exile or suffering, God promises hope. 
 



 

When the people of Israel were exiled into Babylon, they had no idea how long they 
would be in exile, or even if their exile would ever end. Everything they knew was 
turned inside out – their homes, their families, even their worship. Jeremiah came with 
a word of hope for a hopeless people.  
 

Even as they offered hope, Jeremiah’s words were probably difficult to hear. Through 
Jeremiah, God told the people to hunker down, to prepare for a long winter. Settle into 
the land, God told them, for they would be there for a while. Have families; encourage 
your kin to have families. Live off the land in which you are exiled. However, first and 
foremost, remember God. 
 

One of the few things that makes suffering more tolerable is knowing that suffering will 
one day end – knowing there’s a light at the end of the tunnel. An illness has a cure. 
Financial stress has the possibility of relief through work or other assistance. But 
suffering with no end date can be daunting. For the Israelites in exile, the thought of 
decades of settling into a foreign land was probably daunting. Nobody wants to be told 
their suffering might be indefinite.  
 

But even in the midst of an undefined term of suffering, God promises hope – a 
restoration of all that the people have lost. For us too, there is hope. It is a hope that 
suffering will not have the final say. Sin and death will not prevail. God is with us, even 
when we must hunker down for a long winter. In the midst of exile, the people tended 
the land, raised families, and continued to know God. In our exile, we too, can be 
upheld by the love of family (biological or otherwise), we can continue to move forward 
however slowly. We can continue to worship God. Life goes on, even when it seems 
like it does not. 
 
 
 

This EXILE is more than a child’s “Time Out” for bad behavior.  It has the purpose to 
draw them back to God, to God’s precepts, and to be a blessing to YES, even their 
very enemies.  Indeed, as they are to bring about GOOD to the Babylonian people, to 
be peacemakers, contributors to their society, to love and bless their neighbors, their 
enemies.   
 

Let’s bring this home to Toland’s corners, Erin, Alderly, Ashippun, Rubicon, Hustisford, 
Hartford, and Oconomowoc and all the other places we live.  Whether our family has 
had roots here for generations, or you’ve just arrived, like the Pietz’s, similar to God 
calling Judah to seek the welfare of the city they were to dwell in, we are called to seek 
the welfare of those we live near. 
 

The church answering machine had a phone message from a young mom with children 
who shared her difficult situation and how she would be so blessed to receive 
Christmas presents for her children through “A Child’s Smile”.  How sweet is that?!  
You bet we can do that!  We are blessed by blessing them. 
 

The word is getting out more and more, that St. Olaf Lutheran Church CARES.  We are 
generously sharing our resources with those in need, caring for the poor and poor in 
spirit, like those in major transition, possibly feeling in exile due to their circumstances.   
 



 

I visited some wise members of our congregation this week who expressed some of 

these exile blues 😊.  They remember the glory days when it was the rhythm of life to 

honor God and to gather for worship every Sunday morning where our community was 
united and we sought one another’s welfare.  It was THE gathering place, the CENTER 
of the community per se.  And now it seems this is but a slice of the pie, a thin slice at 
that.  We, as church, have been moved to the margins.  So, in the margins, in the exile 
of this foreign land, time, and era, called the Post-modern, Post-Christendom Era, what 
does it look like when the church BUILDING, the Jerusalem temple, if you will, is no 
longer the center of the community’s life? 
 

It looks like today, maybe more than ever, that we need to become “missionaries-at-
large” seeking the welfare of those around us, churched or not, to live out our mission, 
which is what???  Sharing God’s Love, Caring for Community. 
 

As what we hear in our baptism liturgy 
when Jesus said, “Let your light shine 
before others that they may see your 
good works and glorify your Father in 
heaven”, so we are SENT OUT, 
shining Christ’s light, bringing hope to 
people who are hurting, who may be 
in crisis, who yearn for anyone to care 
for them and love them just as they 
are.  Wouldn’t it be great if we could 
come alongside those near to us and 
declare similar words as Jeremiah said, “For God knows the plans He has for you, 
plans for your well-being not for harm, to give you a future with hope. 12And when you 
call upon God in prayer, God will hear you.  When you seek God, you will find Him.   
Amen?  Amen! 
 

 

 

 

Daily Readings   (Nov.26
th
 – Dec. 2

nd
) 

 

Sunday – Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14 
Monday – Jeremiah 29:15-23 
Tuesday – Jeremiah 30:1-11 
Wednesday – Jeremiah 31:1-14 
Thursday – Daniel 1:1-21 
Friday – Daniel 2:1-25 
Saturday – Daniel 2:26-49 
  
 
  
 
 

 

Daily Readings   (Nov.26th – Dec. 2nd) 
 

Sunday – Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14 
Monday – Jeremiah 29:15-23 
Tuesday – Jeremiah 30:1-11 
Wednesday – Jeremiah 31:1-14 
Thursday – Daniel 1:1-21 
Friday – Daniel 2:1-25 
Saturday – Daniel 2:26-49 
 


