
 

 

 

 

 

How are you?  If not well, do you want to get together and talk?  I’m available.  As 

your pastor I’m here for you.  Need a listening ear, need encouragement, need 

someone to bounce some stuff off of, try me.  262-490-4057 or tompietz@live.com . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Isaiah 9:1-7 1Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he 
humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the 
nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan- 2The people walking in darkness have seen a 
great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. 3You have enlarged the 
nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as warriors 
rejoice when dividing the plunder. 4For as in the day of Midian's defeat, you have shattered the yoke 
that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 5Every warrior's boot 
used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. 
6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he 
will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7Of the 
greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over 
his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and 
forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this. 

 

 

 
Who are you not at peace with? That’s a tough question 
to start out a sermon with isn’t it?  In other words, who are 
you at odds with, where is there friction or conflict in your 
relationships?  With whom do you need to make peace 
with? 

I was with my 94 year old father a few weeks ago.  
He served in the Navy in WWII.  I had never heard him say 
this outright before until he and I and my 65 year old brother 
had a conversation about cars.  At the time, we had 3 
Toyotas and my brother Jerry has one too.  My dad shared 
how he did not like that money going to Japan, where they 
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were the original designers of the Toyota, though most are made in the 
U.S, with a few certain parts made in Japan.  Though it has been 
several decades since the war, my dad has not made peace towards 
that country or people I suppose.  And based on his response, his 
relative anger still eats away some peace he could have. 

Has there ever been a time in human history when there was 
world peace? It’s an incredibly complex question and the short answer 
is no. Since the history of civilization, it seems there has always been 
conflict in the world . . . somewhere. The United States has been at 

war 93% of its 239-year history. Canada has been at war over half of its 150 years. Nearly every 
country in the world is now or has at one time been at war.  Just to give us some perspective, here’s 
a bit of our American War and Conflict story: 

 

                       

    

What many people struggle with in the Bible, particularly in the Old Testament, is all the killing and 

wars.  And I do too.  It just seems so contrary to the way of peace Jesus showed us and told us to 

live. 

As we know history though, there always 
seems to be a new aggressor or oppressor 
that rises up to pursue more territory and 
resources.  For Israel, it was the Assyrians, 
Babylonians, Persians, and Romans, just to 
name a few major ones.  It’s as if the scout 
motto was standard for most nations, “Be 
Prepared” because there will be another war 
right around the corner. 
 

It makes me wonder what happened to the 
promise in Isaiah 9:5: “For all the boots of the 
tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in 

blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire” (v. 5). In other words, all this war will be done.  If we are to 
understand Isaiah as a prophecy fulfilled with the coming of Jesus, then why hasn’t the rest of the 
prophecy come to pass? Much like the early Christians who wondered when the temple was torn 



down in 70 AD if the promise of Christ’s return was ever going to be fulfilled, we too might wonder: 
where is this peace on earth? 
 

The reality is we are living in a tension where both the broken world and the new creation exist, side 
by side. On the one hand, the world is still flawed, messy, imperfect. On the other hand, the world is 
also a new creation – made new by the birth, death, and resurrection of Christ.  
 

The gift of Christ’s coming was not a world perfected and handed over to humanity to revel in. Christ’s 
coming ushered in the beginning of a creation where human beings are co-creators of the promised 
kingdom. And you may be asking me, “What does THAT mean Pastor Tom?”  Every time we feed the 
hungry or clothe the naked we bring light to a darkened world. Every time we fight for justice we lift 
the burden of the “bar across their shoulders.” Every time we choose peace and love over war and 
conflict, we burn “garments rolled in blood.” God did God’s part to usher in the new creation. It is up to 
us to do our part to bring God’s kingdom to earth.  Yes, God is counting on us and working through us 
through the awesome power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen?  Amen!   
 
 

The Soul of Money by Lynne Twist- Long quote p. 
249-250 
 

So, let’s go back to the original question, Who do I 
need to make peace with?  There are several 
people in the course of my life that if I ran into face-
to-face, I’d have a difficult time engaging in 
peaceful, wholesome conversation.  Why?  
Because our last interaction was likely was not 

peaceful or edifying (that’s putting it lightly 😊).  So 

I carry this UNREST in my body, mind, and spirit, 
much like many of us do, with the people who have harmed us in some way or form.   
 

Yet, through the power of forgiveness and the ministry of reconciliation, we can make peace with one 
another.  In fact, isn’t our savior, Jesus, the very Prince of Peace, the one whom we follow and seek 
to be like, with the Holy’s Spirit help, of course. 
 

As Isaiah the prophet declared,  
 

6 For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is 
named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 His authority shall 
grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will 
establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 

 
 
So what?  Now that we heard the prophetic words of Isaiah, 
we know that Jesus is the ultimate revelation of this peace, 
what do we do with this? I think we pray.    
 

And the best prayer I can think of is the Prayer of St. Francis.  
If you think of the major contrast of these words, there’s a 
spectrum of essentially of one side of war and hatred and 
harm, to peace, love, and reconciliation.  We are going to pray 
this prayer very slowly together, pausing after each phrase. 
 
 
 
 
 



One of my favorite musicians is Franciscan monk John Michael Talbot who sings the prayer this way: 

https://www.bing.com/search?q=recording+of+John+Michael+Talbot+peace+prayer&form=EDNTHT&mkt=en-

us&httpsmsn=1&refig=95893555c93c400d8338bf17f04236b2&sp=-1&pq=undefined&sc=0-

23&qs=n&sk=&cvid=95893555c93c400d8338bf17f04236b2  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come for friendships, come for pie, come to give thanks! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daily Readings   (Nov.19
th
 – Nov.25

th
) 

 

Sunday – Isaiah 9:1-7 
Monday – Isaiah 9:8-21 
Tuesday – Isaiah 11:1-9 
Wednesday – Jeremiah 1:4-19 
Thursday – Jeremiah 25:1-14 
Friday – Jeremiah 27:1-22 
Saturday – 2 Kings 25:1-21 
  
 
  
 
 

 

https://www.bing.com/search?q=recording+of+John+Michael+Talbot+peace+prayer&form=EDNTHT&mkt=en-us&httpsmsn=1&refig=95893555c93c400d8338bf17f04236b2&sp=-1&pq=undefined&sc=0-23&qs=n&sk=&cvid=95893555c93c400d8338bf17f04236b2
https://www.bing.com/search?q=recording+of+John+Michael+Talbot+peace+prayer&form=EDNTHT&mkt=en-us&httpsmsn=1&refig=95893555c93c400d8338bf17f04236b2&sp=-1&pq=undefined&sc=0-23&qs=n&sk=&cvid=95893555c93c400d8338bf17f04236b2
https://www.bing.com/search?q=recording+of+John+Michael+Talbot+peace+prayer&form=EDNTHT&mkt=en-us&httpsmsn=1&refig=95893555c93c400d8338bf17f04236b2&sp=-1&pq=undefined&sc=0-23&qs=n&sk=&cvid=95893555c93c400d8338bf17f04236b2
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj164i5ysnXAhWHwVQKHeUrAAsQjRwIBw&url=http://www.coltsneckchurch.com/events/event/19/thanksgiving-eve-worship-service/2015-11-25&psig=AOvVaw3aVURHyWlqY8MSAL9yonJU&ust=1511144589008718

