
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next One UP 
A victory for the Packers today can be summed up as “next man up”.  QB Brett Hundley had a solid 
performance even with a hamstring injury.  With Jones and Montgomery out, Jamaal Williams carried 
the ball 20 times (Wow, did the Packers take the run game seriously?).  There is life, hope, and wins 
even without Aaron Rodgers.  

 

Sunday evening our Synod celebrated Pr. Jim Bickel’s ministry as 
Director of Outreach for Hope.  He had help grow the funding of 19 
churches/ministries in the inner-city exponentially over the last 8 
years.  To God be the glory.  Now the baton will be passed on to the 
next one up. 
 
Yesterday I was blessed to preach my message I did at St. Olaf’s last 
year entitled: “Be Weird:  Because Normal Isn’t Working” at St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church in Waukesha for their Blessings Sunday stewardship 
event.  A few months ago I asked Dave Johnston if he would preach in 
my place.  Just like that he stepped up.   
 
Jesus passed the baton to his disciples as the next ones up.  Though 
they scattered at first, they did eventually step up and give their lives 
away for the sake of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Eventually most of 

them lost their lives, but they equipped others and made disciples who made disciples who made 
disciples of Jesus Christ.  That was Jesus’ vision.  It’s like an apprenticeship.  Whereas Brett learns 
from Aaron and so on. 

 
 
Where may God be calling you to be the next person up?  To 
step up and lead when you are asked or where there is a void.  
We have a lot of ministries in our church and mission 
opportunities in the community that need you to be the next one 
up.  Can you say, “Yes!” and make yourself available.  St. Olaf’s 
needs those on the bench to feel the love and step up!   
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  Daily Readings   

11/12 – 11/18/17 
 

Sunday – Amos 1:1-2; 5:14-15, 21-24  
God expresses dismay at false worship practices and calls people to justice and right relationships. 

Reflect on what in your relationship with God could be improved.  

Monday – Micah 2:1-13  
Despite promising destruction for those who have disregarded the needs of others, God assures 

protection for those who remain. Commit to finding at least one opportunity to reach out to 

someone in need.  

Tuesday –Micah 5:2-5  
Expecting an onslaught by the Assyrians, God promises to lift up a “new David” from Bethlehem to 

rescue the faithful ones of Israel. What in your life could be “made new” so that you could join a 

justice organization? Pray that God will work with you toward that end.  

Wednesday –Hosea 1:1; 14:1-9  
God promises abundant love and forgiveness for those who repent. Write an email or letter to 

someone you want to forgive. What do you think would change if you sent it?  

Thursday –Isaiah 6:1-13  
Isaiah feels unworthy to accept God’s call; then is sent to proclaim the destruction of Israel. Imagine 

you have to tell someone some bad news. Who would you want to take with you?  

Friday –2 Kings 19:1-7  
A great enemy threatens King Hezekiah, but Isaiah promises God’s protection. Ask God for wisdom 

and protection from known and unknown dangers.  

Saturday –2 Kings 19:14-28  
Isaiah proclaims God’s protection against Assyria by mocking their threats and slander. Think about 

the past week, and ask yourself if you have passed on information that is hurtful to someone else. 

How will you keep from doing it again? 
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