
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

G.I.F.T. Sunday totally rocked! 
      With multiple generations gathered at every table, we then partnered up with 

someone we didn’t really know of another generation.  We shared our week’s “highs” 

together.  We even shared our name, where we live, who we live with, what we do 

during the week, what our favorite recreational or other activity is, and more.  We 

introduced our partner with the people at the table.  Many of our youth led the 

discussion at the table with the questions.   

    Our teens shared a skit that led all our children, youth, and some ambitious adults to 

look for manna in the wilderness (cheesy popcorn in Ziploc bags).  The children led us 

in the Old Testament Books of the Bible song, along with Pharoah, Pharoah.  The buzz 

in the room was amazing!   Thank you for participating. 

 Our teens gathered in the evening for recreation (football+), DVD discussion 

about being “rich”, campfire and s’mores and ice cream sundaes.  It was great to have 

some dads join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Note 

A weekly letter from Pr. Tom Pietz, 
St. Olaf Lutheran Church 
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 “God will provide” 

 
What’s your favorite wilderness area?  Ever been to Yellowstone National Park?  
Others? (name some) 
 

These are great places to visit in our car, maybe even camp out a night or two with 
others nearby.  Many enjoy “getting away” on such wilderness adventures to terrains 
ranging from desert, mountain, to anything in between.  It may be really hot or really 
cold. 

 

One of my favorite shows growing up was “Grizzly 
Adams” who lived in the mountain wilderness.  Living 
on the food provided such as berries, fish in the 
streams, hunting for game, honey…totally on his own, 
depending on God for his provision.  But there, in 
those Rocky Mountains, there was lots to be had. 

 

The 
“wilderness” 
that the people 
of Israel 
wandered in for 
40 years, was 
not one you’d 

           typically pack 
            up the van and 

     get excited about 😊.  It was quite barren.  Beautiful in its  

     own way, but not a place you’d put down as the top 10  

     places to vacation 😊.  



 

Out of Egypt the Israelites 
wandered throughout the 
Sinai Peninsula.  In fact, 
they were lost.  And not just 
4 or 40 days, but 40 years!!!  
What do you see?  How’s 
the terrain?  It’s rough, 
barren, lacks green, where’s 
the water?  Is there an oasis 
in sight at all? 
 

So let’s do a quick review 
that got us here to this 
barren land. 

 

Abraham was called by God to be the father of 
many nations, but he had no children at a ripe old 
age, so God made Abe and Sarah laugh with giving 
them the ability to have a child…named….?  Isaac 

 

Isaac was Abraham’s and Sarah’s only son at the 
time and God asked Abraham to sacrifice him, little 
put him on an altar to burn.  It was a test.  God 
wanted to make sure Abraham was “all in” in 
following God’s commands and vision.  Abraham 
was, and Isaac was spared.  Isaac and Rebekkah 
gave birth to two brothers named?  Jacob and Esau.   

 

Esau was the first born and would be given the 
special blessing that is given to only first borns, but 
Rebekkah’s favorite was Jacob.  So Rebekkah and 
Jacob put together a scheme to trick Isaac, who was 
basically blind, and have the blessing transferred to 
Jacob disguising as Esau with hairy arms. 

 

Jacob would later be named Israel and the nation 
Israel would then be born.  Jacob would have 12 

sons (the 12 tribes of Israel).  Joseph was the 11th son of Jacob, and his story is found 
in Genesis 37–50. As a 17-year-old shepherd, Joseph is something of a tattle-tale, 
bringing a bad report about his brothers to their father (Genesis 37:2). This behavior, 
combined with Jacob’s overt favoritism towards Joseph, causes his older brothers to 
resent him to the point of hatred (37:3-4). Because of Jacob’s open love for Joseph, his 
favoritism was begrudged by his other sons. And when Jacob presented Joseph with a 
highly decorated coat, he was hated and resented by his brothers all the more 
(Genesis 37:3). To make matters worse, Joseph begins relating his dreams—prophetic 
visions showing Joseph one day ruling over his family (Genesis 37:11-15). The 
animosity towards Joseph peaks when his brothers plot to kill him in the wilderness. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2037%E2%80%9350
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2037.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2037.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%2037.11-15


 

Reuben, the eldest, objects to outright murder, so instead, the brothers sell Joseph as 
a slave and deceive their father into thinking his favorite son had been slain by wild 
beasts (Genesis 37:18-35).   

 

Ultimately, Joseph lands in Egypt, put in prison, but then becomes known for his 
prophetic dreams, rises in stature and then lands as Pharaoh’s right hand man.  As 
famine struck the land of Canaan where the Jacob’s lived, they needed to get food.  So 
they head down there only to face their brother, who they did not recognize.  The 
whole family eventually moved to Egypt due to desperation because of the famine.  
Eventually Joseph reveals himself and the family reunion begins!   

 

[Exodus 1] As time passes, and the memories of Joseph fades, the family continues 
to multiply and grow (just as God had commanded), and the new king of Egypt got 
worried that they would rise up against his armies.  So, he put slave masters to put 
them to work and to contain the Hebrew people. 

 

Later, the growth was so prominent that it was declared by the King that the all the 
male children of the Hebrew people would need to be killed.  So, Moses was born and 
his mother hid him for 3 months and then floated him down the river only hoping he’d 
be rescued…and he was, by who again?  The Pharaoh’s daughter!  So Moses grows 
up as a Hebrew in the wealthiest, opportunistic household potentially in the world at the 
time.  Eventually he sees his people treated harshly, takes out a slave master, goes on 
hiatus as a shepherd for 40 years and then God calls him through a burning?  bush to 
lead his people out Egypt.  Moses says, not me, I stumble my speech.  God says, 
that’s okay, your bro’s gotcha covered.  No excuses, God uses us “as is”.   
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So Moses goes back to Egypt, says to Pharaoh (a new one again), Let My People 
Go, and what does Pharaoh say… “You can’t make me!” So, one plague after another, 
Pharaoh said no, until his son was killed with the 10th plague, then he said, Go, get out 
of here…so they ran!  In haste, they packed up and left immediately before they would 
be ambushed by Pharaoh’s army, who did eventually come after them only to be 
flooded over after the Israelites ran through the parted waters of the Red Sea.  After 
this mass exodus, with a great taste of victory and freedom, you’d think there would be 
excessive celebration and a glow on their faces, but instead they would be tested once 
again by living simply in the wilderness desert. 

 

The people called Israel had to rely on God, for EVERYTHING.  God provided food, 
manna and quail.  And God provided leadership, through his leaders…Moses, Aaron, 
Miriam and others.   

 
God also provided instruction…this is how you shall live…how you shall love ME 

and love one another.  What to do and what not to do.   
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So, we’ve seen the wilderness…both physically in places we have visited and just now, 
and this is the very land the Israelites wandered aimlessly around in.  But this 
“wilderness” concept is much deeper than a land.  They were in a spiritual wilderness.  
They were hungry…for food, for God, for hope and a future.  It had been 400 years of 
slavery.  The people were tired and worn.  And now feeling miserable in a new way, 
because they had no place to call home.  No meat and potatoes on the table.  They 
didn’t know exactly where they’d be next.  Sure, they had heard of this great land filled 
with milk and honey, but that vision was so out of their memories and hope, that they 
lay listless complaining, “now what?”  What’s for dinner?  They were lost, hungry, and 
desiring to go back to the predictable…the way things were…back in glorious 
Egypt…as slaves even! 
 

Have you ever gone through a 
wilderness period?  Maybe you 
felt far from God.  God seemed 
distant to you.  Or, you pushed 
God away because you were a bit 
ticked at God.  An unanswered 
prayer.  A tragic event.  
Something that set you off on a 
journey, dissing God, isolating 
yourself from others, leading to 
complaints, anger, frustration, 
emptiness…drought. Most 

everyone can identify with wilderness experiences in life—finding your way through the 
barren and dry places of disappointment, suffering, and loss, and trying to understand 
why these things are happening to you. 
 

How do you persevere and get through 
to the Promised Land?   
 

Here’s a real life situation that 
demonstrates it.  Frank and Lynn Tallon 
were members of Our Savior’s in 
Hartland and have moved to 
Oconomowoc.  I see them walking the 
track at the YMCA and then join them 
on their walk.  They are living well.  Life 
has been great to them, they have more 
than they need, and they thank God for 
the blessings.  However, several 
months ago Frank was diagnosed with 
a form of cancer.  They turned to God 
and to their new church.  Now life     



 

became a celebration, one day at a time.  They invited people to pray with them for his 
healing.  Gratitude increased for meals on the table, for having a good day when you 
feel reasonably good, everything became precious and a good gift from God.  I just 
saw them on Wednesday, and not only was he pronounced to be in remission the 
week before, now there is NO evidence of the disease!  God provides grace sufficient 
to survive any test.  And what a test it was.  But God showed his mercy, his provisions, 
and strengthened them in the process. 
 

In a nutshell, the Hebrew people called Israel, were tested in the wilderness for 40 
years.  They were stretched to rely on God for food, drink, instruction and vision.  The 
wilderness times we go through can teach us many things but ultimately it leads us to 
rely on God, to put our trust in Him, and to recognize how He provides. 
 

So, lean on God, lean on the leaders God provides (I’m here for you), and the 
community of believers God has given you, this church.  Folks, we should not keep 
walking in the wilderness alone.  It will kill us.  Whether a grizzly attacks, that is, 
something so scary and fierce, that it’s beyond our capacity to deal with alone, then by 
all means, turn to God, your pastor and leadership, to your brothers and sisters in 
Christ.  Whatever test, trial, or temptation you may be wandering in…know that God 
gives grace sufficient to survive any test, because that’s the faithful purpose of the 
wilderness.  Click on this link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KOB8tk2RIdk to listen 
to our song of the day by Michael Card, “In the Wilderness”  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Daily Readings 
 

Sunday,  1 Samuel 3:1-21    
  God Calls Samuel 
 

Monday,  1 Samuel 4:1-11 
  The Ark of God Captured  
 

Tuesday,  1 Samuel 5:1-12 
  Philistines and the Ark  
 

Wednesday, 1 Samuel 6:1-16 
  The Ark Returned  
 

Thursday,  1 Samuel 8:1-18 
  Israel Demands a King  
 

Friday,  1 Samuel 9:27-10:8 
  Samuel Anoints Saul as King  
 

Saturday,  1 Samuel 15:10-34 
  Saul Rejected as King 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KOB8tk2RIdk
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Watch a FREE Live Stream of Dave Ramsey’s Smart Money Event 

Over the last 25 years, millions of lives have been changed through Dave Ramsey’s 

Financial Peace University. This November, Dave will be live streaming his Smart 

Money event to churches and Financial Peace University classes across the country. 

We are excited to announce that we will be a host site for this event. The best part? It’s 

absolutely free for you to attend!  

Dave Ramsey and Rachel Cruze will take the stage on November 7 in Phoenix, and 

we will stream the event in real time. We’d love for you to join us and learn the steps 

you and your family can take to live like no one else. Sign up today to be a part of this 

amazing event.  

We look forward to seeing you in November! 

 

 
Event Details 
November 7, 2017 

Event is 7:00 – 10:00 pm (central) 
Link active 6:45 pm 

Register for the event by clicking on this link 
dedicated landing page 

 

http://click.e.daveramsey.com/?qs=d6bc25574d6300e892b791dd053ac662d82ec82a630b38886549f289df21ef50d5b84b05c901f10a016bfa375b38a20238426be5efa5758451a3f2c393d8eeb7

