
 

 

 

 

 

As Autumn dissipates and winter intrudes our world, I anticipate a 

season of more quiet, stillness, reflection, and hibernation 😊.  I’ve 

just been back into reading more fervently, like a book called The 

Agile Church.  I get together with a few pastors and we dive deep 

in learning how we may navigate this ever-reforming church in 

America.  I desire to be creative, try things, be flexible or agile, 

which in many ways means…experiment and try new things.  Join 

me in that journey.  Let’s explore how we may BE church and DO 

church in ways we may have not tried before.    

 

 

1 Kings 5:1-5 1When Hiram king of Tyre heard that Solomon had been anointed king to succeed his 
father David, he sent his envoys to Solomon, because he had always been on friendly terms with 
David. 2Solomon sent back this message to Hiram: 3"You know that because of the wars waged 
against my father David from all sides, he could not build a temple for the Name of the LORD his God 
until the LORD put his enemies under his feet. 4But now the LORD my God has given me rest on 
every side, and there is no adversary or disaster. 5I intend, therefore, to build a temple for the Name 
of the LORD my God, as the LORD told my father David, when he said, 'Your son whom I will put on 
the throne in your place will build the temple for my Name. 
 
1 Kings 8:1-13  Dedication of the Temple  8 Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all 
the heads of the tribes, the leaders of the ancestral houses of the Israelites, before King Solomon in 
Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of the city of David, which is Zion. 2 All 
the people of Israel assembled to King Solomon at the festival in the month Ethanim, which is the 
seventh month. 3 And all the elders of Israel came, and the priests carried the ark. 4 So they brought 
up the ark of the LORD, the tent of meeting, and all the holy vessels that were in the tent; the priests 
and the Levites brought them up. 5 King Solomon and all the congregation of Israel, who had 
assembled before him, were with him before the ark, sacrificing so many sheep and oxen that they 
could not be counted or numbered. 6 Then the priests brought the ark of the covenant of the LORD to 
its place, in the inner sanctuary of the house, in the most holy place, underneath the wings of the 
cherubim. 7 For the cherubim spread out their wings over the place of the ark, so that the cherubim 
made a covering above the ark and its poles. 8 The poles were so long that the ends of the poles 
were seen from the holy place in front of the inner sanctuary; but they could not be seen from outside; 
they are there to this day. 9 There was nothing in the ark except the two tablets of stone that Moses 
had placed there at Horeb, where the LORD made a covenant with the Israelites, when they came out 
of the land of Egypt. 10 And when the priests came out of the holy place, a cloud filled the house of the 
LORD, 11 so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud; for the glory of the LORD 
filled the house of the LORD.  12 Then Solomon said, “The LORD has said that he would dwell in thick 
darkness.  13 I have built you an exalted house, a place for you to dwell in forever.” 
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What’s the greatest thing you have ever built?  A 
lego masterpiece?  A shed, a house, a church?   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dave Johnston has been the primary genius  
behind the parsonage basement 
construction.  Several folks like Steve 
Stretz, Rick Dowling and Al Warnecke 
helped me with drywall. Mike Rolefson 
and Dennis Uhlman did the electrical.  
George and Elaine Monis & John Roth on 
the plumbing, and John Christenson 
addressed the external water leakage 
issue which got resolved this week!  
Thank you George and John!  There has 
been deconstruction or destruction, 
construction, and reconstruction taking 
place in the whole process. 
Reconstruction- refers to something 
that has been rebuilt after being damaged or destroyed.  
 
 

 
For St. Olaf’s, our brothers and 
sisters in Christ built this 
sanctuary back in 1873-1875 and 
it was only 14 years ago that we 
built the Fellowship Hall, offices, 
narthex area, and 
classrooms…it’s an amazing 
structure and it allows us to do so 
much ministry and mission in 
Jesus’ name. 
 
Such places for worship to honor 
God really matter.  There is 
something about a space that has 
been formed and decorated to 

help us focus on God and to help us nurture our relationships in Christ.  What do you appreciate 
about St. Olaf’s building? (sharing) 
 
 
 



As the people of Israel started to establish 
themselves in Jerusalem and beyond, the 
vision from God to build a large temple for 
worship came to fruition. 
 

At first, King David wanted to build a temple 
for God, but according to the Bible, God said 
to him through the prophet Nathan, "You are 
not to build a house for my Name, because 
you are a warrior and have shed blood." 
However, David chose Solomon to build the 
temple. Before his death, David gave his son 
Solomon the plans for the building of the 

temple, and instructions for the priests and Levites, and all the work of serving in the temple. He also 
gave his own money to Solomon to help build the temple, and asked the people to help give gifts of 
money including Hiram, king of Tyre, who sent him wood for food in exchange.  Now from Solomon’s 
Temple let’s go to St. Peter’s Cathedral in Rome, which is only 500 years ago. 

 

Albert of Brandenburg Germany (1490 -1545) 
became bishop of Magdeburg, in 1513 and 
Archbishop of Mainz in 1514. In doing so, Albert 
unknowingly laid the groundwork for the 
Reformation. Albert at the time was only 24 years 
of age, way below the prescribed age for a 
bishop. A papal dispensation was required, along 
with a large payment, to acquire the high 
ecclesiastical offices. (This practice of selling a 
church office is called simony, and originates 
from Acts 8:18-24.) Needing some serious coin to 
pay Pope Leo X in exchange for the title of 

Archbishop of Mainz, Albert borrowed the money from a south German banking house, and then set 
about to pay back the loan. To raise the necessary funds, Archbishop Albert promoted the sale of 
indulgences for the rebuilding of St. Peter's in Rome. Half the collected funds went to Rome for the 
building of St. Peter's and half went into Albert's pocket. Johann Tetzel, a Dominican monk employed 
by Albert, sold these indulgences in Germany, prompting Martin Luther to write his 95 theses which 
he posted to the door of Wittenberg Castle Church  and (a copy of which he also sent to Archbishop 
Albert), on the 31st of October 1517, thus sparking the Reformation. 

 

Also of note, Leo X on his election as 
pope spent (1/7th of the Vatican 
treasury) on a festival and soon depleted 
the rest of the church's money on various 
forms of entertainment and parties. He 
was such a big spender that he was soon 
forced to borrow money from bankers at 
a 40% rate of interest! To help remedy 
the situation he also sold indulgences 
and church offices, even creating 30 new 
cardinals in 1517, which alone yielded 
some good coin for the coffers. So 
Archbishop Albert was clearly following 
the lead of the pontiff in offering 
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forgiveness for a price.  
 

Here enters Martin Luther.  A monk 
tormented by his sinful nature and the 
devil’s wiles, seeking to know and 
understand this God of judgement by 
studying the Holy Scriptures, instead 
discovered a God full of grace, love and 
mercy.  Luther got wind of what was 
going on with the selling of these 
indulgences to pay for the building of St. 
Peter’s Cathedral in Rome through 
robbing the poor through the trickery of 
selling these pieces of paper assuring 
hope of eternal life for them and their 
loved ones.  In a constructive way, 
Luther began the RE/Construction of God’s church through these 95 “issues” or “theses” he was 
willing to debate with anyone.  Put in this most public place, the word got out and bigtime due to the 
incredible technology of the printing press! 
 

Instead of welcoming debate, the Roman church and political powers reacted with fear and 
resistance.  Status quo, AS IS that is, was in for a monumental deconstruction process.  Yes, what 
would enfold during the Reformation would dramatically change the whole world to come in radical 
ways.  Here are 10. 

 

1.  The Reformation raised the Bible to the highest authority for faith and practice. 
Looking back at men like Martin Luther, and even men like John Huss and John Wycliffe who came 
before him, the Reformers were men who studied the Scriptures and saw them to be the only rule of 
faith and practice, more powerful and more authoritative than any popes, papal decrees, church 
traditions, or church councils.  When Martin Luther was summoned to the Diet of Worms in 1521 and 
urged to recant his writings, Luther uttered those very famous words which spoke to the heart of the 
issue:  “Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the Scriptures or by clear reason (for I do not trust 
either in the pope or in councils alone, since it is well-known that they have often erred and 
contradicted themselves), I am bound by the Scriptures I have quoted and my conscience is captive 
to the Word of God. I cannot and will not recant anything, since it is neither safe nor right to go 
against conscience. May God help me. Amen.” 
 

2.  The Reformation brought the Bible to the people. 
Since the truth of the Bible was the only way condemned sinners were going to hear the landmark 
truth of justification by faith alone, Reformation leaders like Martin Luther and others were determined 
to get the Scriptures into the hands of the common people in their own language so they could read 
and understand it for themselves.   
 

Up to this point in church history, the Catholic Church only permitted the Bible to be read, studied, 
and interpreted by approved church officials like priests, scholars, monks, etc.  Even then, the 
Scriptures themselves were not in the language of the people– but in Latin—the language of the 
scholars and the university.  We can praise God that with the Reformation came the translation of the 
Scriptures into many common, vernacular languages throughout all Europe, including English.  The 
Reformers showed us the important principle that people need to read and study the Bible for 
themselves.  Thus, no matter where our missionaries go upon departing America, they are 
encouraged to do translation work so that God’s Word will find its way into the hands and hearts of 
the common people, through the means of their own language. 
 
 



3.  The Reformation transformed worship and introduced hymns for all. 
Surely one of the most groundbreaking things that happened when the Bible got into the hands of the 
common people was the transformation of worship.  Up until the 16th century, worship services were 
held in Latin, and since it was the language of the university most common people failed to 
understand anything that was happening in the Catholic Mass.  But once the Scriptures got into their 
hands, worship was completely transformed. Protestant church services featured the Scriptures in 
understandable language, where people could learn and listen and interact.  Worship was no longer 
over their heads, in the high realms of popes and priests.  It was now understandable and enjoyable 
for all people. 
 

4.  The Reformation unleashed new scientific discovery and learning. 
When scholars commonly refer to the Middle Ages as “the Dark Ages”, ideas in the realm of religion, 
the fields of philosophy, morals, politics, arts and education were held closely under the strict control 
of the Roman Catholic Church.   
 

The point is, following the Reformation scientific study and learning saw a fantastic increase, because 
the scientists and the researchers were free from the Roman church’s tyrannical control over their 
theories and conclusions.  Contrary to the claims of some of today’s top scientists, Christianity in 
general and Protestantism in particular is not opposed to scientific inquiry.  Rather, it encourages it as 
the rigorous study of God’s world which is His natural revelation. 
 

 5.   The Reformation emphasized individual conscience and soul liberty. 
One of the most powerful things secured by the Reformation was the legitimacy of the individual’s 
conscience before God— that each individual was free to follow the dictates of their individual 
conscience in accordance with sacred Scripture.  No more would the individual conscience be forced 
to submit to church tradition or Papal decrees against its will.    
 

6.   The Reformation promoted economic development and personal wealth. 
Economic experts agree that up to around 1500 A.D., there was basically zero economic growth or 
development in the known world as we understand it today.  That’s fifteen centuries of sustained 
economic depression.  But then in the 1500’s—something happened—and economic development 
and personal wealth began to appear on the radar.  What was the number one contributing 
factor?  The Protestant Reformation.  As a result of the Reformation—the individual person came to 
the forefront.  He was no longer just a cog in the giant machine of Church/State, he was a person 
who had to answer to God for himself. 
 

Luther and those who followed him taught the Biblical truth that there is moral accountability before 
God for one’s actions.  This biblical understanding leads to honesty, care for others, reliability, 
diligence, care for quality in one’s work, etc.  Whether a person was a shoe-maker, a housewife, or a 
lawyer, the clarion call of Scripture was “Do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31).  Through the rise of 
Reformation, honor was finally being given to good work habits such as diligence, thrift, honesty, 
keeping one’s word, punctuality, respect for authority, faithfulness, courtesy, cheerfulness, and pride 
in the quality of one’s work.  If you worked hard, were frugal with your money, and acted as a good 
steward, you could begin to build individual wealth and have a positive future.  In history this became 
known as the “Protestant work ethic”.  Because of this work ethic, tremendous growth of industry and 
commerce developed over the next two centuries.  
 

7.   The Reformation prepared the soil for modern democracy.  Freedom to study and learn, to 
work hard and obtain good work and income, and no longer under the control of the religious 
authorities, the idea of democracy began to rise in the hearts of people.  
 

 8.   The Reformation contributed to the founding of America. 
Although the match that lit the flame of the Reformation started with Luther’s Germany, it wasn’t long 
before the flames of reformation and revolution spread throughout all of Europe.  Luther’s followers 
dominated the scene in Germany and Scandinavia.  When John Calvin came on the scene in 
Geneva, Switzerland, his followers began to spread and gain traction throughout Switzerland, 



Scotland, Holland, France, Bohemia, and Hungary.  Soon the revival reached as far west as England, 
and the English Reformation was underway as King Henry the 8th set up what became the Anglican 
Church– the official state church of England. 
 

As the Reformation took root in England, soon there rose a group of devoted Christians in the 
Anglican Church who wanted to see it be more holy and more purified—they were called The 
Puritans.  Interspersed among these puritan Christians were also some separatist Christians— 
Christians who held to the one, true, biblical faith but did not affirm the Anglican doctrine of the unity 
of church and state.  Some of these English separatists were known as Congregationalists and 
Baptists. 
 

If you remember your history, it was many of these Congregationalists and Baptists who boarded the 
Mayflower in 1620 and sailed to America in hopes of religious freedom.  Historians tell us that in time, 
nearly every stripe and brand of English religion made its way to America’s shores— but without a 
doubt the Protestant Reformation with its re-commitment to biblical doctrine, biblical worship, and the 
individual’s right to worship God according to his own conscience contributed greatly to the founding 
of America. 
 

Many people forget that Christopher Columbus discovered America in 1492— and Martin Luther 
nailed his 95 Theses in 1517—- less than 25 years later.  These were times of great change, great 
upheaval, and great discovery, and thus America itself owes its very founding to the overflow of the 
spirit of the Reformation. 
 

9.   The Reformation created the template for public education. 
One of the most delightful and ground-breaking things that happened during the Protestant 
Reformation was getting the sacred Scriptures to the people in their own language, so that they could 
read it, study it, interpret it, be exposed to the gospel, and experience growth in spiritual growth and 
maturity. 
 

Well, stop and think about the logical steps at work here. If common people are going to read and 
study and interpret the Bible for themselves— then they must first possess some basic reading 
skills.  Thus, one of the great things that came out of the Reformation was the launching of schools 
and the advancement of basic education for all people. In fact, it was the Reformers who established 
what we know today as the typical template of education — elementary, secondary, and university 
education.  Chances are you came up through this very kind of schooling model.  So in a very real 
sense, if you can read today and you received a quality education from kindergarten onward, then in 
some measure you owe a debt of gratitude to the Protestant Reformation. 
 

10.   The Reformation stirred a revival of biblical preaching. 
Lastly, one of the great movements that began to swell as a result of the Protestant Reformation was 
a much-needed revival of preaching God’s Word.   
 
 
In conclusion, the construction of Solomon’s Temple and the reconstruction of the church through the 
Protestant Reformation to now reminds us that God’s people are people who gather in sacred spaces 
to worship the one true God and ultimately are sent out into the world to bring forth the kingdom of 
God through God’s amazing and transforming grace that changes our world in ALL areas of our lives.  
Let’s be bold in our calling as God’s grace-based disciples empowered by the Holy Spirit to transform 
the world in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMEMBER…NOVEMBER 5th  

 

 

 

TURN CLOCKS BACK 1 HOUR 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Watch a FREE Live Stream of Dave Ramsey’s Smart Money Event 

 

Over the last 25 years, millions of lives have been changed through Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace 
University. This November, Dave will be live streaming his Smart Money event to churches and Financial 

Peace University classes across the country. We are excited to announce that we will be a host site for this 
event. The best part? It’s absolutely free for you to attend! 

 

Dave Ramsey and Rachel Cruze will take the stage on November 7 in Phoenix, and we will stream the event in 
real time. We’d love for you to join us and learn the steps you and your family can take to live like no one else. 

Sign up today to be a part of this amazing event. 
 

We look forward to seeing you in November! 
 

Daily Readings 
 

Sunday,  1 Kings 5:1-5; 8:1-13       
God promises to dwell among God’s people 
 

Monday,  1 Kings 11:1-13  
King Solomon disobeys God, leading to dire consequences 
 

Tuesday,  1 Kings 11:41-1 Kings 12:1-19  
King Solomon dies and the kingdom is split in two 
 

Wednesday, 1 Kings 16:1-28    
An overview of the kings of the northern kingdom, Israel, and the relocation of its 
capital city to Samaria. 
 

Thursday,  1 Kings 16:29-34  
King Ahab loses his way and worships Baal 
 

Friday,  1 Kings 17:1-24  
A new prophet, Elijah, appears and performs a big miracle 
 

Saturday,  1 Kings 18:20-46  
Elijah embarrasses the priests of Baal by performing many incredible miracles 

Event Details 
November 7, 2017 

Here at St. Olaf 
Event is 7:00 – 10:00 pm (central) 

Link active 6:45 pm 
Register for the event by clicking on this link 

dedicated landing page 
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