
 

 
 
 
 
 

500 Years!  It was 500 years ago that Martin Luther 
had the GRIT, the courage and resolve, to post 95 
statements he’d be glad to debate with anyone.  
These “theses” set the course of a revolution that 
rocked the Christian Church and brought people to 
experience the grace of God like never before.  We 
will celebrate our great Lutheran Christian heritage 

this coming weekend.  Wear Red! 

 
 1 Samuel 16:1-13 1The LORD said to 
Samuel, "How long will you mourn for Saul, 
since I have rejected him as king over 
Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have 
chosen one of his sons to be king." 2But Samuel said, "How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill 
me." The LORD said, "Take a heifer with you and say, 'I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.' 3Invite 
Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate." 
4Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town trembled 
when they met him. They asked, "Do you come in peace?" 5Samuel replied, "Yes, in peace; I have 
come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me." Then he 
consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 6When they arrived, Samuel saw 
Eliab and thought, "Surely the LORD's anointed stands here before the LORD." 7But the LORD said 
to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does 
not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at 
the heart." 8Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, "The 
LORD has not chosen this one either." 9Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, "Nor 
has the LORD chosen this one." 10Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said 
to him, "The LORD has not chosen these." 11So he asked Jesse, "Are these all the sons you have?" 
"There is still the youngest," Jesse answered. "He is tending the sheep." Samuel said, "Send for him; 
we will not sit down until he arrives." 12So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing 
with health and had a fine appearance and handsome features. Then the LORD said, "Rise and 
anoint him; this is the one." 13So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his 
brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon David. Samuel then went 
to Ramah. 

Psalm 51:10-14 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
11Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. 12Restore to me the joy of your 
salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 13Then I will teach transgressors your ways, so 
that sinners will turn back to you. 14Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, you who are God 
my Savior, and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. 
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Oct. 22, 2017  King David Anointed King 
Our life story matters.  What’s your story?  How did you become the person you are now?  Who 
shaped your life?  Where did you grow up?  How did that place and people there form you?  Who 
were the significant people that mentored, guided, and led you to where you are today? 

 

Justine, Clara, Kayla and I were at the YMCA 
Prayer Breakfast on Wednesday.  Our speaker, 
Pastor Chip Bernhard of Spring Creek Church 
shared a comparison between three powerful 
leaders in our society: Colin Powell, Steve Jobs 
and Michael Jordan.  If you considered their 
upbringing, they each grew up in average homes, 
and performed average in school.  Like Steve 
Jobs had a 2.6 GPA in High School and dropped 
out of college after a few weeks. Michael Jordan 
was cut from his high school basketball team and 

told he was not good enough.  All their teachers would’ve never thought they’d amount to much, 
based on aptitude they showed in class.  But what they did have was “grit”.  Grit is “courage and 
resolve” “guts and resilience” and “strength of character”.  Within their spirit, they had a passion and 
tenacity to pursue excellent things.   

 

I like Colin Powell’s words, “There are no secrets to success.  It is the 
result of preparation, hard work, and learning from failure.” 
 

Jobs writes, “Here’s to the 
crazy ones.  The misfits, 
the rebels, (the 
troublemakers), the 
roundpegs in the 

squareholes. The ones who see things differently.  They’re 
not fond of rules.  You can quote them, disagree with them, 
glorify or vilify them, but the only thing you can’t do is 
ignore them.  Because they change things.  And while 
some may see them as the crazy ones, we see genius.  
Because the ones that are crazy enough to think they can 
change the world are the ones who do.”  Steve Jobs 
 
 

“I’ve MISSED over 9000 shots in my career.  I’ve 
lost almost 300 games.  26 times I’ve been trusted 
to save the game winning shot and missed.  I have 
failed over and over again.  That is why I succeed.” 
Or another quote, “If you run into a wall, don’t turn 
around and give up.  Figure out how to climb it, go 
through it, or work around it.”  Michael Jordan 
 
Again, Powell, Jobs and Jordan had grit.  No matter 
the failures, strange looks, and average GPA, they 
had grit, this is, the “courage and resolve”, the “guts 
and resilience” and the “strength of character” to 
persevere and do what they felt called to do.   



 

 
Noah, Job, Daniel, Paul…all had grit too.  Or the Biblical word for grit may be “perseverance”.  All 
went against the flow of society, they trusted God, and had the resilience to get back up after they 
were taken down.  It took Noah 120 years to build the ark, being the constant ridicule from all the 
people in his city.  Job lost his children, wife, possessions, and health, but never gave up on God, 
even as his closest friends said he must’ve sinned to deserve such suffering and punishment.  Job 
writes, “God knows the way that I take; when He has tested me, I will come forth as gold.  My feet 
have closely followed his steps; I have kept to his way without turning aside.”  Job 23:10-11 
The prophet Daniel writes, “Don’t be afraid,” he said, “for you are very precious to God.  Peace!  Be 
encouraged!  Be strong!”  As he spoke these words to me, I suddenly felt strong and said to him, 
“Please speak to me, my lord, for you have strengthened me.”  Daniel 10:19 
 
The apostle Paul was whipped 39 times on five occasions, beaten with rods, stoned, three times 
survived shipwrecks, lost at sea, robbed, perils in the city, wilderness, at sea, with his own 
countrymen, and false brethren.  Despite all that he suffered, because of his faith in Christ and true 
grit, Paul wrote these words to the church in Rome: Romans 5:3-5 3Not only so, but we also glory in 
our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4perseverance, character; 
and character, hope. 5And hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured out 
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 

 
Today, our Bible lesson centers us on David.  
David started from very humble beginnings.  
He was the runt in the litter.  The last child 
gets stuck with the duty to watch the sheep 
(the least of all professions).  Back then, it 
was fairly common practice that the youngest 
in the family became the shepherd. Usually, 
the youngest would keep the sheep while the 
elder boys would help with the sowing, 
plowing and harvesting. As they grew up the 
job would continually be passed down to 
progressively younger boys, until the 
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youngest was left with the job of being the family shepherd.   
David’s TRUE GRIT and faith in God is summarized well in the book of Samuel. 
 
1 Samuel 17:34-37 34But David said to Saul, "Your servant has been keeping his father's sheep. 
When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 35I went after it, struck it and 
rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 
36Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of 
them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. 37The LORD who rescued me from the 
paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the hand of this Philistine." Saul said to 
David, "Go, and the LORD be with you." 
 
Ahhhh, do you hear that grit!  He trusted that God was with him fighting beasts as a shepherd, why 
wouldn’t God give him the courage and wherewithal to take on Goliath? 
 

 
 
Secondly, because of David’s courage and resolve, and his love of God demonstrated in prayer and 
song, the people welcomed David as their leader king. Now Saul had the build, the stature, and all 
the makings in appearance as a great leader.  But his mode of operandi was to please the people, 
whereas God took second place.  It’s funny to think that young and small David, would be the best 
king in the litter of all of Jesse’s sons. Yet remember these keys words from our scripture for today,  
7But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because 
I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looks on the heart.” 
 
I love that!  Like Powell, Jobs, and Jordan, even Noah, Daniel, Job, and Paul, it just doesn’t matter 
how you look, your size or disposition, your GPA or upbringing, your age or profession (like a 
shepherd), God can give you the GRIT, to step up and lead. 
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But the true test for any of us, is how we respond to failure.  Especially moral failure, as was the case 
of King David.  It’s one to have courage and resolve, true grit, it’s yet another when hubris settles in.  
Watch out, for that is the downfall of many.  What is hubris? 
 
Hubris is excessive pride or self-confidence.  You see it in people who appear arrogant, conceited or 
haughty, when all they do is talk about themselves or how great they are.  They get to the point of 
cockiness and think they can do anything they want and do no wrong…like an attitude, “I am the 
best!”  It’s excessive pride that leads to their demise.  So, the opposite is humility.   
 
Perhaps David perceived that everything in His kingdom is his, but that is a haughty expectation.  
This great king chose to pursue Bathsheba, a married woman.  In the process, King David broke two 
of God’s commandments, by causing a beautiful woman to commit adultery, and then arranging for 
her husband to be killed in battle.  He couldn’t have fallen further from God’s grace.  With the maturity 
of a friend with the spiritual gift of exhortation, Nathan addresses his king and friend with a story 
about sheep, appealing to David’s heart.  David recognizes he’s the culprit and repents.  It takes 
GUTS to admit you are wrong.  Many deny their sin, deny their actions that have harmed others.  It 
often leads to their demise.  I could mention a list of folks we once adored, who have fallen from 
grace, kicking and screaming during their downfall but not admitting their fault, but that would get 
depressing wouldn’t it. 

 
David’s grit and heart for God is most evident in the Psalm we cite every Ash Wednesday that we 
heard today, Psalm 51:10-14 
 
10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. 
 
11Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
 
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. 
 
13Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you. 
 
14Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of your 
deliverance. 
 
Awe, the humility of David reminds us of the quality of a good leader to admit his wrong and one’s 
desperate need for God to give us clean hands and a clean heart.   
 
How may God be speaking to us with today’s message?  I believe God is saying that He will work in 
our lives with whatever appearance, aptitude, gifts and abilities we’ve been given.  And it’s part of the 
human spirit that God has given us to have GRIT.   

 
Grit is “courage and resolve” “guts and resilience” and “strength of character” and “perseverance” 
amidst life’s challenges and failures.  We heard with the many people mentioned today, that it was 
within their spirit in which they had a passion and tenacity to pursue excellent things.   

 
Wherever this finds you today on your life’s journey, may God grant you the grit you need to 
persevere.  Trust in God as David did.  And amidst failure, admit it, learn from it, and get up again.  
Let’s pray…. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Watch a FREE Live Stream of Dave Ramsey’s Smart Money Event 
 

Over the last 25 years, millions of lives have been changed through Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace 
University. This November, Dave will be live streaming his Smart Money event to churches and Financial 

Peace University classes across the country. We are excited to announce that we will be a host site for this 
event. The best part? It’s absolutely free for you to attend! 

 

Dave Ramsey and Rachel Cruze will take the stage on November 7 in Phoenix, and we will stream the event in 
real time. We’d love for you to join us and learn the steps you and your family can take to live like no one else. 

Sign up today to be a part of this amazing event. 
 

We look forward to seeing you in November! 

Event Details 
November 7, 2017 

Here at St. Olaf 
Event is 7:00 – 10:00 pm (central) 

Link active 6:45 pm 
Register for the event by clicking on this link 

dedicated landing page 
 

Daily Readings 

 
Sunday,  1 Kings 5:1-5; 8:1-13   
  God promises to dwell among  
  God’s people  
 

Monday,  1 Kings 11:1-13  
  King Solomon disobeys God, 
  leading to dire consequences  
 

Tuesday,  1 Kings 11:41; 12:1-19  
  King Solomon dies and the  
  kingdom is split in two  
 

Wednesday,  1 Kings 16:1-28  
  An overview of the kings of the 
  northern kingdom and the re- 
  location of its capital city  
 

Thursday,  1 Kings 16:29-34  
  King Ahab loses his way and 
  worships Baal  
 

Friday,   1 Kings 17:1-24  
  A new prophet, Elijah, appears and 
  performs a big miracle  
 

Saturday,  1 Kings 18:20-46 
  Elijah embarrasses the priests of 
  Baal 

 
       Theology on Tap – TONIGHT – 10/23/17 
         7:00 p.m. @ Tally-Ho 
             Watch Monday Night Football 
           Eagles vs. Skins 

REFORMATION SUNDAY  

500th Anniversary – 10/29 

Join us, as we continue our reflections on the 
Reformation during this 500th Anniversary year, for 
Popcorn after worship in Fellowship Hall to watch 
the acclaimed 2003 movie "Luther".  
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Cross Gen Harvest Fest- Pumpkin carving-Saturday, October 21, 2017 
 
 

 
 

Box City – Saturday, October 21, 2017 
 

 


