
 
 
   
 

Trying new things  
 

Friends, I truly have compassion for your loss of Aaron Rodgers due to his collarbone injury.  You’d 

think I wouldn’t, being a Vikings fan and all, but I love watching Aaron play.  He was actually my 

number one pick for Fantasy Football, so I respect him greatly.  Now you may wonder why I have 

compassion 😊.  Because the Vikings have had one quarterback after another go down through these 

some 25 years of the Packers with Brett Favre (1992) and Aaron Rodgers.  Just when we think, “This is 

the guy!”, the band Queen seems to sing, “Another One Bites the Dust”.   
 

Ty Montgomery gets hurt.  Let’s try Aaron Jones.  Total stud, gets the job done.  It’s hard to see a 

potential Superbowl season potentially go away.  However, whoever is healthy and can play ball, is 

up.  Stars can arise and shine in such seasons.  Remember when Tom Brady was but a backup and 

came into the game only to have a career few quarterbacks have had. 
 

Now let’s say it’s you.  YOU are DA MAN/WOMAN!  You need to lead the team, office, workplace, 

schoolroom, household.  How will you arise to the occasion and simply do your best with what God 

has given you? 
 

Last week I had an unusual opportunity.  I was invited to go 

fishing for salmon on the Milwaukee River at Kletzsch Park.  I 

like to fish and am pretty good at fishing, but this was 

different.  I fish in lakes.  This was a river.  I use spoons, live 

bait, or other lures on a regular fishing rod with an open face 

reel.  This was fly fishing with a tiny weenie hook with a little 

puff ball on it with a 9 foot fly rod on a river with rapids.  I 

was out of my element (a little like QB Brett Hundley with the 

Vikings Defense all over him). My friend, Pastor Logan from 

Thailand, taught me what to do.  So, I learned how to fling 

the line into the current and retrieve it in.  When I’d catch a 

fish, it would fight for 20-25 minutes…yes, really!  Pastor 

Logan let me use his rod, is left-handed, so I was a bit 

uncoordinated.  My arm got tired.  I had to keep the tip up or 

it would take off and be gone.  But with patience, and a few 

mistakes, I learned what to do and brought a few in 😊.  

Personally, it was the most exciting fishing experience of my 

life!!!  I never have fought a fish for 25 minutes before.  We 

landed it in a broken net too.   
 

 Every day is a gift.  We land into situations in which we 

don’t know how we will rise to the occasion.  It could go well 

or it could be quite frustrating.  But it’s a day.  One that will 

pass.  Whether we enjoy the day to the fullest (catching the 

biggest fish of my life) or we learn to play in the big leagues 

with a depleted football team with injuries (Hundley), God 

gives us the opportunities to rise to the occasions.   
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In the message below (if you missed this weekend) we heard about Samuel, a young lad who was 

given to mentor priest, Eli, who would mold him into a great judge/prophet/priest.   God called him, 

eventually equipped him, and he did great things.  I can only hope Aaron Rodgers would do the same 

for Brett Hundley. 
 

This week we’ll be studying the life of David.  A little squirt who rose to the occasion to defeat 

Goliath.  Later to become a great king only to fall to the sin of lust, pride, and hubris.   

  
 

 

Oct. 15
th

 Samuel’s Calling 
 

1 Samuel 3:1-21 
1
The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the 

word of the LORD was rare; there were not many visions. 
2
One night Eli, whose eyes were 

becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his usual place. 
3
The lamp of 

God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the house of the LORD, where the ark 

of God was.   
4
Then the LORD called Samuel. Samuel answered, "Here I am." 

5
And he ran to 

Eli and said, "Here I am; you called me." But Eli said, "I did not call; go back and lie down." So 

he went and lay down. 
6
Again the LORD called, "Samuel!" And Samuel got up and went to Eli 

and said, "Here I am; you called me." "My son," Eli said, "I did not call; go back and lie down." 
7
Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to 

him. 
8
A third time the LORD called, "Samuel!" And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, 

"Here I am; you called me." Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling the boy. 
9
So Eli told 

Samuel, "Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, 'Speak, LORD, for your servant is 

listening.'" So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
10

The LORD came and stood there, 

calling as at the other times, "Samuel! Samuel!" Then Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant is 
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listening." 
11

And the LORD said to Samuel: "See, I am about to do something in Israel that will 

make the ears of everyone who hears about it tingle. 
12

At that time I will carry out against Eli 

everything I spoke against his family-from beginning to end. 
13

For I told him that I would judge 

his family forever because of the sin he knew about; his sons blasphemed God, and he failed to 

restrain them. 
14

Therefore I swore to the house of Eli, 'The guilt of Eli's house will never be 

atoned for by sacrifice or offering.'" 
15

Samuel lay down until morning and then opened the 

doors of the house of the LORD. He was afraid to tell Eli the vision, 
16

but Eli called him and 

said, "Samuel, my son." Samuel answered, "Here I am." 
17

"What was it he said to you?" Eli 

asked. "Do not hide it from me. May God deal with you, be it ever so severely, if you hide from 

me anything he told you." 
18

So Samuel told him everything, hiding nothing from him. Then Eli 

said, "He is the LORD; let him do what is good in his eyes." 
19

The LORD was with Samuel as 

he grew up, and he let none of Samuel's words fall to the ground. 
20

And all Israel from Dan to 

Beersheba recognized that Samuel was attested as a prophet of the LORD. 
21

The LORD 

continued to appear at Shiloh, and there he revealed himself to Samuel through his word. 
 

What’s YOUR story?  It’s important to understand people’s 

story, particularly their roots and context or times in which 

they grew up.  Today we meet Sam…or Samuel.  Sam’s 

story starts with his mother Hannah.  Hannah lived in the 

time when society was a “free for all”, no boundaries, 

everyone doing whatever pleased them.  It was in the last 

days when God gave judges to Israel.  A Judge was a 

special leader of the people of Israel, who appeared at a time 

of great national distress to convict the people of their sin, 

deliver them from oppression or other external threat, and, 

while he lived, administer justice according to God's law.   
 

Back to Hannah.   Hannah was barren, an almost unbearable 

situation and ultimate curse for women in her day.  But 

Hannah prayed and prayed and prayed, though with deep 

sorrow and weeping.  Eli, the man you see with Sam on the 

screen, is the one Hannah meets in the temple who tells her 

that her heartfelt prayer has been heard. 
 

Hannah returns home, believing God is going to answer her prayer.  Sure enough, before the 

next year’s trip to the house of the Lord, Hanna gives birth to a son.  When the time comes for 

her to do so, Hannah brings little Sammy, her only child and son, to the temple priest, Eli at 

Shiloh, and leaves him there.  Is that crazy or what!  Now THAT’S an offering to the Lord!  She 

went back to visit each year, but that was her offering to God, her firstborn child!  Any 

firstborns here?  Can you imagine that moms, first borns?  Hannah would later have more 

children.  But what exceptional faith and commitment to God! 
 

So the priesthood is led by Eli, a well-meaning man who, as a parent, can’t control his two 

corrupt sons (those pastor’s kids you know! 😊).  Yet, Eli is Sam’s mentor.  God is up to 

something!  Once again, occasionally, during desperate times, judges are raised up by God to 

give leadership.  Israel is at a low spiritually, and is easily controlled by other nations such as 
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the Philistines, which has led to widespread idolatry, a lack of morals, and disobedience to 

God’s laws and precepts.  
 

During his lifetime, Samuel will become Israel’s greatest judge, and will also function as a 

priest and a prophet.  Samuel is given the responsibility by God of overseeing the transition 

from a loose association of tribes into a unified 

kingdom with a single king.  Samuel anoints 

Saul as Israel’s first king and serves as his 

adviser during the early years of his reign.  

When Saul fails to obey God, Samuel will be 

sent by God to anoint David as Saul’s 

successor. 
 

What I like about this passage is that Sam is 

listening and responds right away.  He just 

doesn’t know or recognize that it’s God who 

is communicating with him.  I wonder how 

often God is communicating with us, but we are a bit clueless, too busy, and disconnected to 

know it’s a sign from God.   
 

Let’s try something.  Click on this link  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wgc_ojhOADs  
 

play it, but don’t look at the screen. If we are quiet and still, you may hear something.  I’d like 

you to just listen for a moment (birds sing in background).  What kind or size or color of bird is 

it?  Only a few of us may know if we’ve heard their call before.  But it helps to see them so we 

know what they look like and sound like, right? 
 

Now, let’s see them.  Anybody know what birds these are?   
 

If we are quiet and still, we tune in better to hear the birds chirping.  We may not see the birds, 

but we can either hear them or tune them out some. 
 

Are you tuned in to God or tuned out? (2X) 
 

Does your life get so busy, so noisy, so frantic, that you don’t sit still enough to just listen?  

How often do you just sit still and talk to God, put things out there on your mind and listen to 

what God may be prompting you with thoughts, with peace, with action, with relief? 
 

Now I suppose few of us hear an audible voice 

like Samuel did, but we can and do receive calls 

from God.  That’s the way the Holy Spirit 

works.  Prompting, nudging, enlightening, 

calling  (calls, enlightens, sanctifies…).  One 

key way for us to discern what God is calling us 

to do is to PAUSE our lives and to LISTEN.  It 

may be in a quiet place.  It may be with someone 

you know close to you or someone you just met 

that leads you to God’s calling. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wgc_ojhOADs


That happened to me on Thursday at the “Change or Die” Conference.  God was tilling my soil 

and has been for years, telling me all along what my calling is to be in life.  But it was Thursday 

when God gave me another DEFINING MOMENT that solidified the call.  I shared this with 

our leadership council on Thursday, so they know what I’m about to say.   

 

St. Olaf Lutheran Church, I can no longer just serve as your 

pastor…only.  Instead, my title will include “Missionary-At-

Large”.  I can sit in my office for many hours a week, but 

few of you come visit (many of you are working, so why 

would you?).  So rather, I must be in the public sphere more, 

connecting with YOU, your neighbors, friends, work 

associates and the whole community, near and far.  Just that 

title change radically leads me to a NEW calling. 
 

I get a daily blog devotional from author/speaker 

Shana Shutte that inspires me greatly. Here’s what 

she shared with me TODAY/YESTERDAY.   
 

Before I started writing and speaking, I spent my 

days teaching art to elementary school kids in 

Houston, Texas. My students learned about Van 

Gogh and Matisse, how to create crayon-resist 

paintings, and even how to apologize for hogging 

the art supplies.  But then God changed the 

direction of my life. 
 

During my morning quiet time, the Holy Spirit began to speak in that “still, small voice” (1 

Kings 19:12). “Get ready. I am going to give you an opportunity to speak.” I would be 

vacuuming, driving to school, or watching the news and sense the same impression. “Get 

ready.” I had no idea what I would possibly say but wanted to be obedient. “Alright, Lord. I 

will do it if that is what you want.” 
 

I had a deep confidence God was calling me to write and speak for Him even though there 

wasn’t anything in my circumstances confirming that it wasn’t just my imagination. My talent 

hadn’t been honed; I didn’t have a journalism degree, and many people were—and are—more 

qualified. All I had was a passionate desire to communicate about Christ with words. 
 

After months of sensing this new calling as a burden, a series of circumstances only God could 

have arranged, led me to a man who had a ministry for kids in Memphis, Tennessee. He told me 

he was producing seminars for children across the country, and because I had experience with 

kids, he wanted some advice. During a meeting with him in Texas, he asked me one question 

that confirmed God’s message to “Get Ready.” 
 

“Would you like to speak to the children’s mothers?” 
 

Later, when I was alone I called my mom. “You won’t believe what just happened.” God had 

confirmed His promise to me. It was the beginning of ministry. He had sparked a desire in me to 

write and speak, told me what was going to happen, then confirmed my desire through 

circumstances only He could arrange. 



 

But not everyone was as thrilled as I was. A few people told me I was out of God’s will. Another 

even felt I would be sinning if I used my gifts and talents. Later, another person defined how 

they believed I would use my gifts and talents because anything else made them feel threatened. 
 

All of this brings me to my main point: 1 Cor. 2:12 says God’s Spirit helps us understand what 

God has freely given us. What God has given—and also His guidance—are spiritually 

discerned. This is why you can have deep confidence about a calling even though it makes no 

sense in the natural. Others may not get it—just like they didn’t get it in my life. 
 

For this reason, some people may try to convince you to turn away from what God wants you to 

do. But, remember this: The person who is unspiritual will use his senses (his ears, eyes, and 

unspiritual mind) to try and “discern” what you should do. Reason makes us focus on 

circumstances, but spiritual discernment helps us see through circumstances. 
 

As you are pursuing your calling, I encourage you to pray for spiritual discernment. It will help 

you understand if the advice you are receiving from others should be heeded or ignored. 
 

Spiritual things are spiritually discerned.  Thanks Shana! 
 

Today is a sabbath day…a day of rest, relationships, 

renewal, and reclining 😊.  Sit back or go on a walk with 

God today.  Share what’s on your mind…then LISTEN.  

God may be calling you TODAY 😊. 
 

One thing is certain: when the Lord calls, the task is 

rarely easy. But I don’t think God’s plans are challenging 

just for the sake of making our lives difficult. I think 

God’s callings are difficult because God created us and 

knows we are up to the challenge, and because co-

creating God’s kingdom on earth is a very big job. 
 

Now I’m going to move this message in a different direction.  Oftentimes people consider 

themselves ordinary and not necessarily one who’d receive a call from God, because they have 

issues that would prevent them from being called by God.  As we learned today, God called a 

boy, a young boy, to serve him.  He was young, and grew up with a priest, Eli, but at this 

moment, didn’t even KNOW the Lord.  As scripture read, “And the word of the Lord had not 

yet been revealed to him”.  
 

Yet even though Samuel was young, lacked faith in God, and was far from being spiritually 

mature, he was open and willing as a servant in the house of God. Sam was “available” and 

listening.  And God chose Samuel to do BIG THINGS.  Was he the best for the job, probably 

not, but that didn’t matter to God, Sam is da man…I mean, boy 😊.  God chose him, “As Is”, 

with whatever baggage, limitations, immaturity, and issues he came with.  God would use him 

in a most significant way as a judge, priest, and prophet.  God chooses you, “As Is” with 

whatever baggage, limitations, immaturity, and issues you come with.  Let’s sing about it.  

Check out Peder Eide’s video song, “As Is” 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OnDvNBXgvuQ 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OnDvNBXgvuQ
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Watch a FREE Live Stream of Dave Ramsey’s Smart Money Event 

 

Over the last 25 years, millions of lives have been changed through Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace 
University. This November, Dave will be live streaming his Smart Money event to churches and Financial 

Peace University classes across the country. We are excited to announce that we will be a host site for this 
event. The best part? It’s absolutely free for you to attend! 

 

Dave Ramsey and Rachel Cruze will take the stage on November 7 in Phoenix, and we will stream the event in 
real time. We’d love for you to join us and learn the steps you and your family can take to live like no one else. 

Sign up today to be a part of this amazing event. 
 

We look forward to seeing you in November! 

 

 

Event Details 
November 7, 2017 

Here at St. Olaf 
Event is 7:00 – 10:00 pm (central) 

Link active 6:45 pm 
Register for the event by clicking on this link 

dedicated landing page 
 

Harvest Fest/Lamplight Service/Box City 

  Our traditional Lamplight Service will 
  be followed by a Harvest Supper 
  including stew & breads, at 6:15pm. 
  Please bring dessert items if you 
  can, if not just show up for the fun! 
There will also be old fashion games, pumpkin 
carving/painting and bonfire (weather permitting).  
 

Free will offering will be taken for donations to the 
ELCA Disaster Relief Fund helping those affected by 
the recent hurricanes, fires, earthquakes and storms. 
 

Box City participants:  Youth in 7-12th, remember to 
get donations for the Disaster Relief Fund to help 
those affected by the recent natural disasters".    Also 
remember to give up eating snacks and sweets on 
Friday night and Saturday if you can to remind yourself 
that not all people have food to eat whenever they 
want.   

 
 

Daily Readings 
 

Sunday,  1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 51:10-14 
  God Calls David  
 

Monday,  1 Samuel 17:1-11  
  Goliath  
 

Tuesday,  1 Samuel 17:12-23  
  David Visits His Brothers  
 

Wednesday, 1 Samuel 17:31-40  
  David Prepares for Battle  
 

Thursday,  1 Samuel 17:41-54  
  David Slays Goliath  
 

Friday,  1 Kings 1:28-31  
  Solomon Becomes King  
 

Saturday,  1 Kings 3:3-15 
  Solomon’s Prayer for Wisdom 
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