
 

 

 

 

What a great weekend!  To see the generations gathered in worship praising God; so 

many of our children singing during our gathering time in the sanctuary; our teens 

playing kickball and then building a fire discussing Abraham and Isaac; adults in small 

group in the Fellowship Hall, and then a late afternoon concert filled with storytelling, 

singing, and laughter.   
 

Please start reading the scriptures below (with your Bible on the kitchen table or by 

your favorite chair).  If you were there on Saturday/Sunday, you received the scripture 

readings for the year bookmark and the FAITH5 bookmark 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Note       September 18 – 24, 2017 
 A weekly letter from Pr. Tom Pietz,  
 St. Olaf Lutheran Church  

Daily Readings 

Sunday,  Genesis 21:1-3; 22:1-14 
  Binding of Isaac  
 

Monday,  Genesis 24:1-27 
  Choosing of Rebekah  
 

Tuesday,  Genesis 24:28-49 
  Choosing of Rebekah  
 

Wednesday, Genesis 24:50-67 
  Marriage of Isaac and Rebekah  
 

Thursday,  Genesis 25:19-28 
  The Birth of Esau and Jacob  
 

Friday,  Genesis 25:29-34 
  Esau Sells His Birthright  
 

Saturday,  Genesis 26:1-33 
  Isaac and Abimelech 



 

 

MESSAGE 
 

Have you ever sensed you were being tested by God?  Or you found yourself in such 
an unusually difficult situation that you questioned if God would help rescue or provide 
for you? 
 

Like, trusting God after losing a job that God will provide. 
 

Or when a relationship falls apart and it seems like the end of the world, that God will 
provide. 
 

Or when you feel broke and you’re wondering if you’ll ever get back on your feet again 
financially. 
 

Or when you lose a loved one and you wonder if you can go on with life without them? 
 

What examples come to mind for you in which you thought things may not turn out 
well?   
 

I’ve got multiple examples where I needed to let go of my control and instead, allow 
God to do His thing…provide.  Like over a year ago when I was interviewing 
throughout the Midwest to serve as a pastor somewhere…God provided didn’t he? 
 

Or when I traveled in that Christian band, Kindred, for a year…throughout the United 
States and South America…there were many times we did not know where we were 
going next, where we would eat or where we would sleep…but we knew, God would 
provide.   
 

As we read today, God tested Abraham.  The scripture says it plainly and clearly. 
 

What’s the purpose to a test?  To see if you will prevail, choose the best answer I 
suppose.  In Abraham’s case, will he be obedient and trust God. 
 

God was testing Abraham to see if he was “all in”.  Yes, “ALL IN”.  Abraham and Sarah 
were unable to have children, and there were so old that it was silly to think they’d be 
able to conceive.  Yet God provided for Abraham and Sarah, and gave them the 
ultimate gift they desired.  A child.  A son at that.  For two elderly folks who could not 
conceive before and had essentially lost all hope, they received a miracle in their eyes 
with the blessing of having a son they named Isaac. 
 

God called Abraham to be the father of many nations.  The patriarch if you will.  That’s 
a humongous role and God wanted to see if he was all in, willing to give God his 
BEST, his most prized possession or greatest treasure…his son. 
 

It seems so strange to us today that people would sacrifice great animals to please 
their God, but when you lived during that time, many raised animals.  That was their 
income, their source of trade, like money is for us.  To give your best lamb was a sign 
to God that you were “all in” in honoring God with your life. 
 



 

 

So, Abraham obediently walked with his son Isaac through the wilderness collecting 
wood for the fire.  As they walked, Isaac asked, where’s the lamb?  Abraham said, 
“God will provide a lamb.”  Remember that phrase.  God will provide a lamb.  To have 
us grapple with this most difficult of passages in the Bible, it helps to have a visual and 
a song. 
 

The Testing of Abraham https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hGsdjGVUnNk (6.00) 
 

I can only imagine the fear and trepidation.  The tears even as both dad and child 
actually followed through with this horrendous request from God. 
 

God went through the ultimate TEST himself.  He gave his only begotten son to die for 
us…indeed, Jesus is the lamb of God who took away the sin of the world.  Like Isaac, 
Jesus was ready to bail anytime, but it’s not his will to be done, but God’s will be done. 
 

You are saved by the grace of God.  God’s act of putting his son’s life on the line so 
you would not have to die, is the greatest gift we can have.  When we do die, it’s 
temporary.  For we will live forever, by the grace of God and evidenced in the 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

The question the scripture text raises to you today is this.  If your life is a test and God 
is the teacher who gives the grade, what kind of grade would God give you?  Are you 
“all in” with God?  Have you turned YOUR life over to God?  Or do you keep holding on 
to your possessions, or control over everything, or do you just think about yourself all 
the time rather than the potential legacy of faith that God has called you to leave for the 
next generations, like Abraham did. 
 

It's about time we see this life as God’s test for us.  God desires us to give everything 
we have to Him, for his glory and purposes.  As God provided a ram as a sacrifice in 
place of Isaac, God will provide the wisdom and strength for you to follow through on 
God’s calling in your life.   
 

Yes, you are saved by grace…but the passage from Ephesians Martin Luther 
discovered, has more to say.  Listen carefully  
 

Ephesians 2       Made Alive in Christ 
 

2 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live 
when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the 
spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among 
them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh[a] and following its desires and 
thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his 
great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we 
were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us 
up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order 
that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, 
expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been 



 

 

saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by 
works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 
 

God provided a lamb to take our place on the altar.  Like Abraham, God wants us “all 
in”, willing to obey and follow whatever the Lord commands of us.  Abraham was 
faithful.  The Holy Spirit has given you faith.  Will you trust God now, take a leap of faith 
that God will provide for you, whatever the circumstance, and be bold in living your life 
for Him?  Let’s pray… 
 

Men’s Retreat…Coming Up Next Weekend…Still Room To Sign Up!! 

Four Guyz in Dinner Jackets   

                    

Saturday, October 14 
7:00 – 9:00 pm 

@ St. Olaf’s Church 
Doors open at 6:30 

 

Food, Wine, Beer, & Soda  
available for sale 

 

$20 Advance Sales 
$25 At The Door (if seats are available) 

$10 Children (Ages 5-12)  
(Advance ticket holders will be seated first) 

 

For more info. or to order tickets: 
Call Roger at 414-651-3915  

or buy online at www.st-olaf.org  

Men’s Faith Fermentation Retreat at St. Olaf’s  

on September 29-30
th

, 2017   $30 for food/speakers 

5:00pm     Gather at Maple Inn for Friday Fish Fry      

                    (optional, not included in price) 

7:00pm      St. Olaf’s Fellowship Room  

10:00pm    Sleep at home 

8:00am       Hearty Breakfast 

9:00am-5pm   “Faith Fermentation” program 

5:00pm   Worship together 

6:00pm   Grilling out on patio 

7:30pm   Campfire 
 

Family Promise 
Guests arrive 10/1/17 

Please sign up to help on the board 
in the gathering area.  Ways you 
can help: 

· Provide meals 
· Provide fellowship 
· Stay overnight 


