
 

 

 

 

The strange things pastors will do to share 

Jesus!  😊 
 

VBS is SO important in sharing Jesus with 

our children and reconnecting with the 

very busy younger generations.  Our hope 

is that they would re-engage themselves 

into a rhythm of life that includes worship 

and Sunday School on a regular basis.  On 

Sunday we had over 160 people for 

worship.  Why?  Because extended 

families showed up to worship together and to see their children lead worship.  Now 

it’s up to us to follow up with these extended families and to welcome here often for 

worship, other events, or fun side things that meets them where they are at. 
 

Back to strange things like the above.  God works in mysterious ways through 

relationships…and some relationships you would never put together in your wildest 

dreams.  But even what you will read or watch below (click onto link) seems so strange 

and rare one must just pause and ponder the amazing power of two human beings, 

very different from one another, caring and being there for each other in times of trial 

and celebration.  I’d like to suggest that God can do something like this through us with 

the people in our lives.   
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Love Your Neighbor: 
An Inspiring Story of Two Friends 

 

By Frank Fredericks  
 

As a Christian, I reflected over the years as what it means to 
“love your neighbor.” When I lived in rural America, outside of 
Portland, Ore., this seemed like a much easier feat. Our 
nearest neighbor lived a few hundred yards away. I’d have to 
walk a mile in any direction to find someone we didn’t know.  
 

Now I live in New York City, and my “neighbor” is someone I 
don’t know. My city, neighborhood and block are filled people 
who don’t know me, don’t care to know me, don’t look like me, 
talk like me, smell like me, think like me, and have no desire to 
change that fact. This is true to the extent that I haven’t yet 
caught the names of the couple who are subletting the 
apartment next to ours. In short, I literally don’t even know my 
literal neighbors. I find that it’s pretty hard to love people you 
don’t even know. And sometimes, we all, myself included, use 
that as an excuse to not even try. 

 

One day, Brendan, a young but rising DJ in New York, was coming home to his Brooklyn apartment 
when a homeless woman asked him for money. He said, honestly, that he had no money. By the end 
of the week, she asked two more times, and each no he answered “no.” Finally she frankly replied, 
“you better not, because every day you say no.” Inserting some rational thinking into an otherwise 
awkward conversation, he proposed, “I am on my way to a job interview. If I get the job, I will take you 
out for Chinese food.” This promise yielded a friendship that neither were prepared for — that 
changed the trajectory of their lives, both forwards toward each other. 
 

Brendan got the job. But their friendship didn’t just end with Chinese food. They built a friendship of 
mutual support, spending their birthdays, holidays and tough times together, over a period of eight 
years. When Brendan’s heater broke, she made him a blanket. Two days later when he told her that 
he had lost his job, she disappeared, returning minutes later, bringing him groceries, and which 
continued to do throughout the winter. Even with so little, she never hesitated to give back.  
 

Over these years, Jackie moved from the streets and subway stations, into a halfway house, YMCA, 
and is now moving into an apartment. To celebrate this occasion, Brendan wanted to do something 
special for Jackie. He went with her to Target, and helped her to pick out everything she’d need for an 
apartment, starting a registry. Then, he set up a campaign to raise the money to pay for the registry 
(now closed), along with an awesome video telling their story. While their original goal was to raise 
$500, the campaign went viral and they’ve raised more than $6,000, and are now looking to use the 
extra funding to support other women in need. 
 

Brendan isn’t a Christian, and this isn’t about out-Jesusing each other. It’s not even a challenge to 
only Christians, but everyone who struggles with the desire to be a stakeholder in their community, 
yet are overwhelmed by the reality of living out that desire. 
 

I met Brendan from my music business days, through our work with Lady Gaga (him as her DJ, me 
as her manager), long before I got involved in non-profit work. Yet he reminds me that having a day 
job with a mission doesn’t relieve us of the challenge of being loving neighbors, for the few within 
miles, or the thousands within blocks. Similarly, loving our neighbors, whether next door or at our 
door step, doesn’t require a change in profession, just a willingness to speak, to listen and to give. 
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http://www.huffingtonpost.com/author/frank-fredericks
http://www.indiegogo.com/Homeless-Jackies-Housewarming
http://www.nypost.com/p/news/local/brooklyn/lady_gaga_dj_looks_after_homie_0KPOb1B7FWkkI7oZ2ClKyL


May Brendan’s story challenge us this week to step out of comfort zone, and find a new way to honor, 
serve and love the people around us. 
 

 
 

 

Download Follow Frank Fredericks on Twitter: www.twitter.com/frankiefreds 
 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/frank-fredericks/love-your-neighbor-
inspiring-story-of-two-friends_b_2127070.html 

-or- 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=redpg6I6Woo 
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