
 

 

 

 

 

 

I have such a great calling in life!  

God grants me so many 

opportunities to meet new people 

and to develop a relationship 

because of key pivotal moments in 

life (baptism, confirmation day, 

wedding, funeral, etc.).  With 

many baptisms I don’t see the 

couple much for years or beyond 

that, unfortunately.  However, on 

Saturday, I had the privilege of 

baptizing Nora Johannsen, the 

daughter of Todd and Sarah.  They 

are my neighbors.  They live next 

door to Jim and Paula Lumsden 

and a couple of my boys work 

with Todd and Jim.  You could say 

these two families are our closest 

parishioners being a quarter mile 

away.  What’s really cool is that 

Jim and Paula are Nora’s 

godparents/sponsors.  How amazing to have them right next door involved 

intimately in the life of their godchild!  To top the icing on the cake, I was 

invited over after the service to eat and fellowship with the family.  These 

are the ultimate opportunities to create a deeper connection, while laughing, 

sharing stories, and developing further opportunities for sharing our lives 

together.  Sarah’s dad would like to golf with me when he comes back in 

town again from South Carolina. 
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July 9 Message: Fearlessly Lose Yourself in Mission 
 

 Jeremiah 20:7-9 Jeremiah’s Complaint 
7 You deceived[a] me, LORD, and I was deceived[b]; 
    you overpowered me and prevailed. 
I am ridiculed all day long; 
    everyone mocks me. 
8 Whenever I speak, I cry out 
    proclaiming violence and destruction. 
So the word of the LORD has brought me 
    insult and reproach all day long. 
9 But if I say, “I will not mention his word 
    or speak anymore in his name,” 
his word is in my heart like a fire, 
    a fire shut up in my bones. 
I am weary of holding it in; 
    indeed, I cannot. 
 
 
Romans 12:1-2  A Living Sacrifice 
12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper 
worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—
his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
 
 

Matthew 10:26-30, 37-39  
26 “So do not be afraid of them, for there is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, 
or hidden that will not be made known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, speak in the 
daylight; what is whispered in your ear, proclaim from the roofs. 28 Do not be afraid of 
those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can 
destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not 
one of them will fall to the ground outside your Father’s care. 30 And even the very hairs 
of your head are all numbered. 37 “Anyone who loves their father or mother more than 
me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves their son or daughter more than me is not 
worthy of me. 38 Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of 
me. 39 Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will 
find it. 
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  This is the wrap up for the series on our life as mission.  We are called to live our 
mission fearlessly. We started out saying you don’t have to go to New Guinea to be a 
missionary. Your whole life - at work, in your family, in your neighborhood, your church, 
your community - it’s all a mission field if you live it all for God. The Bible says Give 
yourselves completely to God– every part of you . . . to be a tool in the hands of God, 
to be used for his good purposes. That’s what Paul said in Romans 6:13 In fact Paul 
expands on this further in Romans 12 today, that you and I are to offer our bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is our true and proper worship.   
 
 

Whatever your missions 
in life may be, today’s 
message calls you to 
lose yourself in them. 
Get lost in them?  YES!   
Like those things that so 
enthrall you that you can 
lose yourself in them. 
When you’re doing 
them, you lose track of 
time, lose awareness of 
yourself and of your 
problems.  I have many: 
playing music; reading; 

golfing; being with my children just hanging out, doing yoga or cycling.  
 

Mission is like that.  Jesus said, Whoever loses his life for my sake will gain it.   
Mt 10:39  Lose yourself in some mission for God. 
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 How do you know if something is really your mission? Here are four 
characteristics of a mission from God:  

 
1) It’s a Calling. There’s a phone in your heart that 
rings. If you don’t answer it, it will ring again and 
again and again...until you pick it up.  
  
 
2) It’s Challenging.  Missions are adventures, involve 
risk, a little danger; they challenge us to lose the 
play-it-safe attitude and become daring disciples.  If 
it’s easy, then you’re coasting.  
 
 
 

 
 3) It’s Central. It relates to the main 
focus of your life.  Someone told me once 
with a gleam in their eye “I live for 
responding to emergencies!” A Focused  
life is like a sunray through a magnifying 
glass; its power is magnified. St. Paul led  
a focused life; in terms of his mission he 
said, I run straight for the goal. 2 Cor. 9:26  

  
 
 
4) It’s Connected to who you are. God isn’t going to ask a plumber to be a brain 
surgeon, right George? Each of us has passions, personalities, gifts and abilities, and 

life experiences that 
shape us for our 
missional callings. 
Lutherans are good at 
talking vocations. We 
believe that the milking 
farmer is as much in 
mission as the pastor 
blessing the 
sacrament. All of life, 
when we live our 
callings, becomes a 
holy mission for God to 
somehow improve the 
world.    
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Finally, if your mission is from God, it will be powered by God. God never sends a call 
without providing the wherewithal. So rather than looking only to your own resources 
over against the challenges of your mission (a practice that will fill you with fear), 
instead, look to the One whose mission you are called to perform. Lose yourself in your 
mission and you’ll gain the life that’s really life. Jeremiah’s mission was to speak truth 
to power - to Kings and nations. When the call came, he told God, ‘you dialed the 
wrong number. I’m too young!’ Maybe you sometimes respond that way to a dream 
God put in your heart or a ministry you’re meant to do. You want to say, ‘I’m too young. 
I’m too old. I’m too uneducated. I’m too untrained. I’m too weak in faith. I’m too tired.” 
On and on.  But look what the Lord said to Jeremiah. He interrupted his litany of 
excuses and said ‘Stop!’ Do not say ‘I am too young’; everywhere I send you, you will 
go; and everything I command you, you shall speak.  Do not be afraid of them, for I am 
with you to deliver you. 1:7-10.     
 

 Jesus urged his followers to boldly live their mission, fearlessly.  He told them, 
Do not fear those who can kill the body. v.26, meaning those who oppose you. Be 
more concerned with the One who holds the destiny of your body and soul in his 
eternal hands. But God doesn’t want fear to be the driving force in life, or let fear 
determine what you do. Because the God who watches over every single sparrow and 
knows when one falls, certainly is able to watch over you.  God knows everything going 
on in your life, all the things you have to face in living your mission.  Jesus says, So 
don’t be afraid. You are worth so much more than the sparrows. 31    I’m going to drive 
this home with one detailed example that is most descriptive and powerful. 
 

A few months ago I met a man named Jack Benjamin, formerly of Indiana, now a 
missionary in Swaziland, Africa.  He married Carol Leair, formerly of Wisconsin and of 
St. Olaf Lutheran Church.  Both Carol and Jack know what it is like to fearlessly lose 
themselves in mission.  As Jack and I were driving in a truck on our way to our safari 
accommodations we got lost.  We missed our turn, but it was worth it.  Because he 
was telling me his story of adjusting to being married (he’s in his 50’s and had never 

been married 
before) and 
adjusting to a 
new life away 
from the 
familiarity of 
Indiana to a 
completely new 
land.  I asked 
him to write up 
something about 
this radical call 
to missions and 
this is what he 
wrote. 
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Leaving it All Behind by Jack Benjamin 

When God calls you, He calls you.  It's you're calling and no one else's. You were 
created for this.  No one else can fulfill it.  No one else is gifted and equipped for this 
like you are. No one else hears that quiet inner voice but you as He speaks that calling 
into you.  No one else feels that draw, that nudging.   Few people understand such a 
calling. 
 

Thoughts and visions of becoming a missionary transitioned into deep passions and 
desires.  Something crossed over in me.  A "rite of passage" if you will.  The thought of 
not going, staying, remaining in the status quo, remaining in normalcy saddened me.  I 
wanted to go because God was saying, “Go.”  I had to go. I knew with all my certainty 
that the hope and anticipation would avail.   
 

The first thing I did was build a Prayer Team made up of those closest to me, and of 
those who would know better than me what I needed prayer for.  I didn't want to - but I 
knew I had to - pray for God to close the door on this if it's not His will.   I was afraid - in 
my deficiency of Faith - to pray for this because I didn't want the door to close...I 
wanted to go.   
While the application process with the sending agency advanced forward with 
requirements being met and interviews being scheduled, I started to envision the 
coming days.  "What does closing out my life here look like?  When do I share this with 
others?  When do I tell my employer that I've been with for over 18 years I'm 
leaving?  How do I raise support?  How do I get rid of my stuff?  What about my 
FAMILY?"  The importance, caliber, and magnitude, of the obstacles and decisions 
that lay before me were starting to be felt.  But any anxiety and apprehension I was 
feeling was overridden with a peace, a calm, a companionship. The Lord was right 
beside me then, just as He is right now.  Just as He has ceaselessly promised this 
through the Ages to all.  
 

As I dropped the big nugget on people, that I may be selling everything and moving to 
Africa, it was quite entertaining to see all the different reactions. The response of most 
became quite predictable as it would have a certain flavor or similarity that would 
coincide with their demographic, ilc, or genre. Those who seemingly didn't know much 
about God would come back with something resembling "You're doing WHAT?...why?" 
or "Swaziland?...is that a country?"  But those who had a heart for Missions, those who 
were Ministry minded, would look back at me with a loving little grin signifying their 
comprehension...and rejoice.  
 

Mom and Dad - my dear parents who I would be moving far away from, of course didn't 
want me to go. But they also didn't want to hinder or impede this want of mine. They 
found the willingness in their hearts to release and support me. And THAT alone 
turned out to ease the long season of the coming "good-bye".  THAT was another 
confirmation from God.  My mom actually became, and still is, a huge fan and 
advocate of ours.  
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Shortly after I got the call from Children's Cup that I had been accepted, I made an 
announcement at my church telling them that I'm going on the Mission Field and selling  
it all.  I put a price tag on everything and opened my home up for two evenings to my 
beloved church family and some close friends. I sold about 85% of my stuff those two 
nights.  And yes, it's just stuff.   
 

As I watched all this stuff go out the door (nice things, things I've had for many years), 
as I watched my cherished woodworking shop go out the door - somehow, it was okay. 
I was okay. I was not freaking out. I was just living in the moment, and in the truth, that 
this is what should be happening, right now. It was actually quite freeing. Stuff, in 
reexamination, from a particularly non-affluent perspective becomes a burden.  
My house sold in 13 days.  The few remaining things that didn't sell those first two 
nights sold not long after.  My employer ended up making a huge donation to my 
support raising efforts that virtually paid for the vehicle I drive now for ministry.   
 

My new life in Ministry - and yes, EVERYTHING in my life is new - is not easier, but it is 
better.  It's hard to explain.   I'm being stretched, pruned back, and refined like never 
before.  But at the same time, my life is just full of all these little adventures and 
gems.   I guess it's just another one of those paradoxical gifts from our Perfect Father.  
If God is truly calling you, He will provide and sustain you. I am in awe as I reflect on 
how He was my Lamp and my Light.  Bless the Lord, O' my soul.  
 
 

 Most of us will not need 
to leave everything 
familiar behind and go 
to a radically different 
foreign land.  However, 
we may move from this 
area and start over in a 
new place with people 
we may not know at all.  
Even a new job is a 
change, and it becomes 
our new mission field.  
The key thing is not 
WHERE you go, but 

recognizing that God has CALLED YOU to Go there, for whatever length of time; it 
could be CHALLENGING to adjust…; what you do is Central to who you are…your 
focus; and finally, it’s connected with who you are, how God has created you.  
 

Jack is now in charge of 4 people, maintenance of ALL 24 CarePoints, the construction 
of new CarePoints, all the ‘Cup vehicles, maintenance for our Leadership Campus, and 
rice deliveries into the country.  Back in the states Jack was a mechanical service 
technician (HVAC, refrigeration, boilers, pumps, chillers, etc.) for the last 25 years.  
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Before that, he did facility maintenance for about 10 years.  Before that, Jack worked in 
construction for about five years.  See how God provided mission work using Jack’s 
skills and background to make a different to where he was sent? 
 

Jack writes, “So many small aspects from my vocational past have surfaced and 
proved to be helpful in my role as Logistics Director for Children's Cup. Having a 
"hands-on" skilled trade background seems to be a universal benefit. Many things are 
done very differently here in Swaziland but the basics and fundamentals remain the 
same.  It is so interesting to transition from my previous life to the present.  The human 
mind is an amazing thing that can adapt a person into a comfortable place that is 
completely different.  Praise our triune God!!!”  I thank Jack for sharing these details 
with us today. 
 

Some of you are in transition near or early in retirement, what may God be calling you 
to serve as a missionary RIGHT WHERE YOU ARE?  Some of you are on the 
frontlines of mission work in raising your family, caring for your grandchildren or 
parents, or you are in the work field…wherever God has put you, see how God may be 
able to use you as His representative, pointing people to Him in all that you do.  Let us 
pray…  Lord, most of us live lives filled with hesitancy…due to our fears.  We lack 
confidence in our faith in You and often don’t trust that You can use us at any moment 
to minister to people.  Help us to fearlessly lose ourselves in being missionaries SENT 
OUT representing Jesus to the world.  Breathe your Holy Spirit in us, fill us, that we 
may be emboldened to lose ourselves in mission in Jesus’ name, amen. 
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