
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I Iove being a pastor!  I get to visit people in their homes and celebrate their 

milestones in life like holding Tracy and Steve Marx’s precious son, Evan 

Richard Marx.  

 

The Synod Assembly was really, really good this year.  Thanks to Mary 

Hershoff, Cindy Schlieve, and Justine Cadena for attending and representing 

St. Olaf’s.  Luther’s Lounge was a hit too!   

 

Hope to see you at "Music in the Park: A Salute to Our Veterans Past and 

Present," 6 p.m. June 10, Ashippun Town Hall, W1266 County Road O, 

Ashippun.  A U.S. flag retirement ceremony will be held in which attendees 

can bring their old or soiled and tattered flags for proper retirement. There 

will be a short fireworks display, as well as popcorn, treats and soda 

available for purchase.  Attendees are encouraged to bring their own chair or 

blanket. There will be free admission and parking. Patriotic music will be 

presented by Hartford Jazz Ensemble.   
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WHAT THESE MISSIONARIES HAVE IN COMMON 

 They are ordinary people like you and  
 me . 
 

 They heeded the call to Go!   “Here am I, send me!” 
 

 They left their comfort zone (home). 
 

 They studied and learned about the people,   
 place, culture…the mission fields. 
 

 They trusted God would provide the words to say. 
 

 They loved the people. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Pentecost the power of the Holy Spirit came upon all the people gathered and they 
started speaking in different tongues or languages.  God was CROSSING ALL 
BORDERS at the moment, spreading His power to everyone no matter if you were rich 
or poor, socially astute or a slave, male or female, from Africa, Asia, or Greece.  The 
Good News of Jesus Christ CROSSES ALL BORDERS, breaks all barriers, is for 
EVERY one, no one is excluded.  WOW! 
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We heard today in John’s gospel reading, 

that after Jesus’ resurrection, he went back 

to the Upper Room and his first words were 

what? "Peace be with you! As the Father 

has sent me, I am sending you." 
22

And with 

that he breathed on them and said, "Receive 

the Holy Spirit.” 

 

 

  

 The Disciples were SENT OUT…that makes 

them Apostles, which means, “a messenger or 

representative of Jesus Christ”.  You and I are 

disciples…students of our rabbi teacher, Jesus.  

AND…We are also APOSTLES, we have a 

message (ah hah, yes, we all have a sermon in      

us! 😊), and we are SENT OUT to share it with      

  the world. 

 

 

Yes, all three of these couples were SENT to foreign lands, to different people groups than they 

connected with before, but let’s think a little deeper.  You ALSO may be sent to people you 

may not know that much at all. 

 

Take for example, me.  I have always had a rivalry with Green Bay Packers fans through the 

years because we’d often lose to them.  So God, in his humorous way, sent me and my family 

as missionaries to cheeseheads in Wisconsin! The whole concept of being a missionary is about 

being SENT.  Every time we worship we leave the service SENT OUT to our mission fields.  

Implied is that we are all missionaries.  In fact, 

you are the BEST missionary for where you are 

sent. 
 

So when I say I’m a missionary to cheeseheads, 

I’m serious…yes, really.  If I’m going to reach a 

cheesehead I need to know their language, 

customs, and culture.  So I learn all about the 

Packers, their history, their team, and keep up on 

all that’s happening.  Because then I can have an 

intelligent conversation that may lead to deeper things, right?  I have even gone to more Packer 

games than Vikings, and way more Brewers games than Twins. 
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Let’s put it to light another way.  If I’m in a congregation in which farming is the livelihood of 

many and where many grew up on the farm, then it’s my job to seek to understand farming and 

the economy here, right? 

 

Some think THE PASTOR is to be THE MISSIONARY or THE EVANGELIST of the 

congregation, but that’s WRONG thinking.  That’s what’s wrong with the professionalization of 

clergy with all of our degrees and studies, it makes us appear that we have all this knowledge 

and skill that no one else can attain unless they go to seminary.  Hogwash!   

 

God can reach people through YOU, that I would 

less likely reach.  You have a relationship with 

your family, neighbors, co-workers, the places you 

frequent, better than I have.  God is working 

through YOU to love those people, to care for 

them, and to speak good news to them.  YOU are 

the messenger, the MISSIONARY, if you will.  

Can you repeat with me, “I am a missionary!”  “I 

Am a missionary!” 

 

The word mission in Latin means ‘sent’.  People 

who capture the vision of LIFE AS MISSION 

begin to take up opportunities to go, to practice 

their faith out there, to go to those who’ve been 

excluded, put out, forgotten.  Like the poor or poor 

in spirit in our area, in Milwaukee, and other 

places. Like the unchurched, those who lost church, and those who never grew up in church – a 

fast growing group in America.  

 

Many people have difficulty seeing themselves as missionaries because they’ve been turned off 

by bad examples of religious people being weird or obnoxious as they try to share faith.  TV 

preachers can weird me out. Or people who leave religious tracts in bathrooms.  If you folks 

think that your pastor, youth minister, or church council as the only real missionaries, you’re 

going to wear them out.  Some religious groups literally kill their professional ministers because 

they keep putting on them the callings that are supposed to be theirs. But the truth is the people 

of God are the ones in the world every week, the ones sent out by Jesus in the power of the 

Spirit on a mission. Being a Christian doesn’t mean coming to a Temple only.  You come to the 

Temple for worship to be filled and readied and empowered again to be sent out into your 

callings:  At work, in your home, in your community, and in the world.   
 

To do that, to live a MISSIONAL LIFE, you will need the Holy Spirit of Jesus ON you and IN 

you - the very Power of God.  That’s why Jesus breathed on his disciples and said receive the 

Holy Spirit, and only then sent them into the mission field.  The presence of God is vital. The 

Holy Spirit is your preventative against burn-out. The Spirit is your missional energy. Without 

the Spirit and on your spirit alone, you’ll give up, lose heart, and soon no longer even see your 
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life as a mission at all.  So hear the call of Pentecost.  Open yourself to the Holy Spirit. 

Remember you already are in the Spirit. You are anointed BY the Spirit. You are equipped by 

the Spirit. You are empowered by the Spirit. The Holy Spirit lives in you. So stir up the Spirit 

within. Let the Spirit of Jesus fill your heart anew. Look in the mirror today when you get home 

and tell yourself a four-word affirmation: I am a missionary! Let your mission define who you 

are! 

 

So, turn to one or two people right now and discuss “TO WHOM is God sending me to as a 

missionary, a messenger of Jesus?  Include the children near you.” 

 

Let us pray.  God, you are stretching us.  You are calling us “missionaries”.  You are 

INTENTIONALLY sending us out, to people and places…some we are comfortable with, and 

others we are a bit freaked out about.  Help us “let it go”, and put our trust in You.  To trust that 

your Holy Spirit has breathed in each of us and will empower us with the openness and words 

to speak so that more people would know of Your amazing love for them.  We pray in the one 

name under heaven in which we are saved, Jesus, the Christ, our Lord, Amen. 
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