
 

 

 

 

I was in my office “up Nort” near Rhinelander (Tesomas Boy Scout Camp) this past 

week.  I love it that I can call, text, e-mail, read and write while I’m away and if a 

major emergency arises, Pastor Justine, and Pastor Dave, and Pastor Mary, and Pastor 

George…are on the frontlines to help those in need.  Of course if there is something 

that I need to come back for, I would head down ASAP.  This was my last year (of 8 

years in a row) of attending Boy Scout Camp (at either Camp Long Lake near 

Kewaskum or Tesomas near Rhinelander).  Here are the 17 young scouts (all 11-14 years 

old) and our five adults that attended. 

 

 
 

What I learned from our week together: 

 Love the ones you’re with! 

o Us adults had a blast teasing one another and just laughing a lot. 

o Be goofy and act like a kid.  Like when they put “Sweet Caroline” on the 

speakers, you bang on the table and sing as loud as you can 😊. 
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o Playing Frisbee with scouts can be really fun and a great bonding 

opportunity. 

o Signing off rank requirements is a great moment to teach and build up a boy 

who wants to learn. 

o To invest another week with my son is “priceless” in growing a stronger 

relationship with him and accessibility to his father during such volatile teen 

years. 

o Northern Wisconsin is amazing!  To be on a small, barely inhabited lake in 

the north woods is a “holy time” with God and people. 

o A church is about “people gathered together and sent in Jesus’ name”.  

Wherever we go we are missionaries.  God was doing some cool things in 

my conversations with youth and adults alike. 

o A church does not need to worry when the pastor is out of town.  They can 

minister together to anyone who may be in need. 

 

This has been an amazing year for me in so many ways.  I/we have been so blessed to 

have landed with you, St. Olaf Lutheran Church, as our brothers and sisters in Christ.  I 

have seen new parts of the world with my son, Dan, and with several of you on the 

Swaziland Mission Team.  I have done a number of Continuing Education programs that 

have strengthened our ministry and mission for St. Olaf.  Though I will have occasional 

vacation time, I will now be around much more this year.  Know that I am always 

reachable at 262-490-4057 and tompietz@live.com .  My goal is to be your shepherd, 

the one you can count on when you have things you are going through and when you 

have something to celebrate.  Call me.  Seriously.  I LOVE walking with people during 

the challenges and joys of life.   

       Your brother in Christ,  

       Pastor Tom 

 

 

 

Message: Make Your Life a Mission: Be an Unsung Hero 

 

Micah 6:8 8He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD 
require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” 
 

Philippians 2:3-7 3Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in 
humility value others above yourselves, 4not looking to your own interests but each of 
you to the interests of the others. 5In your relationships with one another, have the 
same mindset as Christ Jesus: 6Who, being in very nature God, did not consider 
equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 7rather, he made 
himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 
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John 1:35-42 35The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36When 
he saw Jesus passing by, he said, "Look, the Lamb of God!" 37When the two disciples 
heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 38Turning around, Jesus saw them following 
and asked, "What do you want?" They said, "Rabbi" (which means "Teacher"), "where 
are you staying?" 39"Come," he replied, "and you will see." So they went and saw 
where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was about four in the 
afternoon. 40Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of the two who heard what John 
had said and who had followed Jesus. 41The first thing Andrew did was to find his 
brother Simon and tell him, "We have found the Messiah" (that is, the Christ). 42And he 
brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, "You are Simon son of John. You 
will be called Cephas" (which, when translated, is Peter). 

 

This is our fourth week of the series Making Your Life a Mission.  Some of us have 
been moved 
and have grown 
in our passion 
to witness our 
faith to others.  
Especially 
those of us who 
are early 
adopters, we 
are the ones 
who are 
sometimes 
bold, willing to 
take the risk, 
willing to try 
things rather 
quickly.  There 
are others of us 
who may let us 
loud ones go 
ahead, while you wait patiently behind the scenes and do your thing. 
 

There are also those who get the spotlight and those who are doing amazing things but 
are not talked about as much.  That’s true for Klay Thompson of the Golden State 
Warriors.  Kevin Durant, Steph Curry, Draymond Green…all these guys are obvious 
stars and get the praise from the announcers.   But it’s Klay Thompson jockeying all 
over the floor stuffing Kyrie Irving of the Cleveland Cavaliers so that Golden State can 
dominate.  Without Klay, they’d be incomplete.You could call him…the unsung hero. 
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In the summer of 2017, Stewart (the guy in red above) was a rock star at Tesomas Boy 
Scout Camp.  In fact, when he would enter the Dining Hall, all the scouts would yell in  
unison, “Stew-art, Stew-wert, Stew- wert!!! 
 
 

He was the lead guy, the MC, the center of attention.  Last summer they still praised 
him in public but he had a less prominent role.  This year, he was totally behind the 
scenes not even present during meals.  He wrestled with not being “the guy”, playing a 
less prominent role, but discovered that even in the less noticed things he did, they still 
mattered.  So he led Devotions for us twice during daily chapel.  He’d lead us in a 
hymn, then read a scripture or two, share his thoughtful written reflection, then prompt 
us to reflect and share, ultimately closing in a prayer and closing hymn.  In his humble 
way, he shared God with us.  We were edified.  In fact, a leader in our troop was 
inspired to check out church…which is pretty cool.    
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Have you ever been 
overlooked? Felt 

under-appreciated? 
Gone un-noticed?  
Maybe you had a 
super talented or 
smart brother or sister 
who got all the press 
and attention; even 
though you were 
solid, dependable, 
and doing well in your 
own way, you were 
always in his or her 

shadow.  They may get more credit and appreciation, even though you are a very 
loyal, faithful, steady, reliable great employee, too. Maybe your sibling is like “Who’s 
who” in sports or other achievements, and you’re just “Who?”   
 
 
 
 

If that’s your 
story, then you 
understand the 
disciple Andrew. 
Andrew appears 
about a dozen 
times in the New 
Testament 
narrative, but 
nearly half of 
those times he’s 
mentioned, the 
text is quick to 
call him 
‘Andrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother.’  
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Andrew actually found Jesus first. He could have 
been lifted up for that alone. Plus, he immediately 
went off to find his brother Simon, to personally bring 
him to meet the Messiah, Jesus Christ. And what 
happened next? Immediately all the attention goes to 
Simon. Jesus puts the spotlight on Simon. Tells him 
‘Simon,’ you often feel like a weak ‘reed’ (the name 
Simon means 
‘reed’), but you are 
going to be a solid 

rock for me, and so I 
now give you a 

new name. You will be called Cephas, more 
commonly Peter, a name which means Rock. It’s 
like calling him ‘Rock Man.’ In my language it 
means, “You totally ROCK, man!”  Ever after, it seems Andrew is destined to live and 
serve in Peter’s shadow.    
 
 But here’s the important thing in this story: Andrew may have been an unsung 
hero in the movement. But Andrew was a hero nonetheless! 
 
 The truth is, there is a big difference between prominence and importance. My 
nose may be prominent. My liver’s not. But both are important, and actually the liver 
turns out to be more crucial to my living a healthy, long life.  What this story teaches us 
is a lesson repeated time and again throughout the stories of Scripture: God mostly 
picks Unsung Heroes to be missionaries of great significance. People like Andrew - 
people willing to do whatever it takes to share God’s grace, without a bunch of 
accolades or much public applause and praise.    

   

Consider this: In any healthy church, there 
are many, many behind-the-scenes 
missionaries who make this church thrive 
by their faithful services; but they carry out 
those roles quietly and often anonymously.  
Liz is setting up the communion table with 
the bread and the wine; Mary is getting all 
the ushers and communion servers 
arranged, Lyn and Rog and Jerry are 
counting the offering on Monday morning, 
Clara is hiding behind the projector table 
jamming on the keys, Peggy and the 
Property Team and Earl and Becky are 
mowing to keep the church grounds  
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looking inviting and beautiful.  I even saw Jerry Bohen welcoming people to the St. Olaf 
Brat Stand at the Pig, talking with customers, and passing out flyers to invite them to 
the Ice Cream Social and Blue Grass Festival.  All people of great gifts that really make 
a difference in our church and the greater community.  You may not hear about them in 
the paper or necessarily the things they are doing, but they all matter in our mission 
work for the Lord, right?! 
 

So what’s the key to being a missionary like Andrew? 
 

 

Here are Andrew-qualities to nurture in your own faith-walk:     
 1) Be a person of Humility. Be willing to put others first, let others get the credit.  
This is all about attitude, the right attitude, the kind of attitude Christ is described as 
having in Philippians Chapter two. With humility, Andrew maximized his own ability to 
bring others to Christ and to leadership in the Kingdom.  He didn’t stand off to the side 
making noise: “Hey Jesus. Helloooo! Over here!” No, he just served. And he saw the 
significance of what he was called to be and do for the Kingdom.  Like Stewart, who 
was once in the limelight, he realized the importance of his work unrecognized behind 
the scenes and being humble not to need the affirmation for a job well done. 
 

 2) Be available. Over time, Andrew must have gotten a reputation for introducing 
people to Jesus, because when some Greeks came and wanted to meet Jesus, Phillip 
went directly to Andrew, and brought these seekers to Andrew rather than take them to 
Jesus himself or ask Peter or another disciple to do it; he wanted Andrew to introduce 
them to Jesus. Perhaps he knew that Andrew always made himself available for this. 
Did you know there are Andrews every week out in a church hospitality area; they are 
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forever noticing who is new to worship and bringing them over to meet the pastor or 
some key leader. Andrew did that, and it turned out to be huge.  Every summer 
Stewart would be faithful to apply for a staff position at Tesomas Scout Camp and was 
willing to take whatever was given him.  He didn’t waver, just made himself available, 
summer after summer after summer. 
 

 3) Believe in possibilities. A missionary doesn’t have to fix people; she doesn’t 
have to have all the answers to any problem or need that someone has.  A missionary 
just needs to trust Jesus enough to bring people where the God of all possibilities will 
influence them in just the right way.  To be witnesses for Christ, we need a ‘no limit’s’ 
kind of understanding of what God can do.  Some people or situations in our hands 
alone will just feel like a big mess; but by putting them in God’s hands, they can 
become a miracle. 
 

 4) Be a People connector. Just watch for places where people might connect 
with God.  It might not be in worship at first.  Maybe it will be in a small group, at a local 
food venue, on a mission trip, or one of our events onsite here or in public.  You don’t 
have to bring anyone to faith.  In fact, you can’t. That’s God’s work. All you need to do 
is bring folks to the most likely place they may be touched by God, who is missing 
them and waiting for them and ready, at just this time in their life, to call them into the 
circle of faith, even make them leaders the way Jesus did Peter.  Stewart did this.  
Stewart shared his devotion by simply reading from the Bible, crafting something 
meaningful to reflect on the scriptures and then led a conversation.  He also led us in 
singing and in prayer.  Our faith was edified.  Nothing amazing, but God did his work 
and stirred the faith of one of our adult leaders…and that’s what God can do through 
you too! We are all unsung heroes.  It’s not about us, getting the credit or recognition.  
It’s about God doing His thing through us.  So, be a person of humility, be available, 
believe in possibilities and be a people connector, all in the name of Jesus.  Let’s 
pray… 
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