
 

 

 

 

    Tesomas Scout Camp  
     Dear friends,  
     After 7 years of attending Boy Scout Camp with my boys  

     I'm at my last week of camp at Tesomas near Rhinelander. 

     Again, I'm accessible by phone anytime at 262-490-4057.   

     Lots of reading for work, kayaking and sailing too.   

     God bless your week as you influence your relationships, 

     Pastor Tom 
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June 18 sermon “Making Your Life a Mission: Influence Your Relationships” 

 

Romans 12:14-17 
14

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 
15

Rejoice with those 

who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 
16

Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, 

but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. 
17

Do not repay 

anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 
 

Ruth 1:15-16 
15

"Look," said Naomi, "your sister-in-law is going back to her people and her gods. 

Go back with her." 
16

But Ruth replied, "Don't urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. 

Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your 

God my God. 

 

You’ll note the gospel is from Acts (part 2 of Luke), the continuing story of the Risen Jesus 

living through his people, the early Christians.  There’s a great story in Acts 8 in which we learn 

the power of relationships if we view them as a mission field.  In fact, the whole focus of the 

Bible can be summed up with one word: Relationships. From beginning to end it is the story of 

God reaching into the world inviting human beings into a positive loving relationship, with all the 

drama of people hearing that call, wrestling with their response, and finding faith to turn toward 

God in relationships of love. Jesus once summed up the highest will of God for our relationship 

with the Lord and with each other in a word: Love. When asked by a young lawyer what was 

God’s highest value and goal for us all, Jesus responded that it was love. Love God with all your 

heart. And love your neighbor as yourself. It was all about love – and God’s mission in Jesus to 

restore those primary relationships by the power of divine love.   Join me in Acts, chapter 8 

please. 
 

Acts 8:26-38 26Now an angel of the LORD said to Philip, "Go south to the road-the desert road-

that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." 27So he started out, and on his way he met an 

Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means 

"queen of the Ethiopians"). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28and on his way home 

was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29The Spirit told Philip, "Go to 

that chariot and stay near it." 30Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading 

Isaiah the prophet. "Do you understand what you are reading?" Philip asked. 31"How can I," he 

said, "unless someone explains it to me?" So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 

32This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: "He was led like a sheep to the 

slaughter, and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 33In his 

humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken 

from the earth." 34The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, 

himself or someone else?" 35Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him 

the good news about Jesus. 36As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the 

eunuch said, "Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of my being baptized?" 37 38And 

he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and 

Philip baptized him. 
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I remember growing up with a beautiful 1969 

black Ford Thunderbird in our garage.  I was 

offered to have it when I was a teen but I 

asked dad, “What kind of gas does it take?”  

He said, “Premium”, and I said, “That’s way 

too expensive.”  Now THAT was a MISSED 

opportunity!!  Well, that black car reminded 

me of the Batmobile.  Having grown up on 

Batman and Robin, it was pretty cool.  Robin 

was the little squirt in tights, a bit on the 

dramatic side, and he would always be making these huge exclamations about something.  So if 

he were here with us today, I can just hear him saying something like this…  

 

Holy opportunities Batman! 
 

 Seriously.  We have Holy 

Opportunities all the time!  

These are holy, or set apart, as 

the Holy Spirit is leading us 

INTO these moments 

…moments of influence.  

That’s right, influence.  What 

is influence?  Influence is the 

capacity to have an effect on 

the character, development, or 

behavior of someone or 

something. 

 

 

Name some Holy Opportunities you had this week:  let me give you a few of mine, and then we 

can each share with a pew neighbor. 

 

 On Monday I was asked to 

participate in a golf fundraiser 

for Project Return for the next 

day.  Project Return helps the 

imprisoned come back into 

society with a better success rate 

because of the support, guidance, 

and prayer they provide.  I got to 

golf with my financial planner, a 

former council president I served 

with and his son.  We laughed 

together, ate together, made 

birdies together, but also shared  Page 3 



 

deeply about what was going on in our lives, like the sudden unexpected death of their 

father/grandfather.  I discovered the 22 year old college student, Austin, was starting work at 

Deertrak the next day….go figure!  During our time together, the Spirit gave me meaningful 

questions, an attentive posture, and a great listening ear.  It was an opportune moment and day of 

influence. 
 

Now you go ahead, partner up with one person and share something in which the Holy 

Spirit gave you an opportunity to influence someone or a situation. 
 

Let’s look at a few ways God worked to draw people to Himself through relationships. 

 

 Let’s start with Phil, 

that’s Philipp in the Bible, 

but I like the name Phil.  

So Phil is out in the 

boonies and there’s some 

serious traffic (not unlike 

a US Open weekend in 

one’s backyard).  He’s 

near the Gaza strip, the 

main highway from 

Europe to Africa, just like 

P & O where we live, 

right?  Now we have our 

GPS on our phone talking 

to us, and as I like to tell people, I rely on Google Maps cuz I always need a woman to tell me 

where to go 😊.  Well, Phil’s got a better device than Google Maps, he’s got an angel telling him 

first.  And then soon the Spirit. 

Well, we’ve got the Spirit too.  The critical question is this, “Do we listen?”  That’s the 

critical piece.  See Phil was on a mission, wherever he was going.  So he was ATTUNE to where 

God may be leading him.  He wasn’t consumed by all the rat race things we get caught up in as 

Americans of the I-phone, mii, and Wii generations.  So, Phil listened to God and did as he was 

told.  So his presence near the chariot led to a conversation with a hugely influential dude, an 

assistant to the Queen of Ethiopia….wow!  And God gave him the wisdom and words to help the 

Eunich navigate the prophetical writing of Isaiah, which he knew full well as a Jewish follower of 

Jesus Christ. 

In that moment the Holy Spirit worked to lead to the Eunich’s confession and actual 

baptism…on the spot!   

       Can you say,    

                        “Holy Opportunities Batman?!”  

                Say it  together,  

             “Holy Opportunities Batman!”   

      Talk about seizing the moment  

       and making it count! 
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Now let’s unpack this scenario even more. The first believers came to see themselves as ‘sent’ 

and eventually they scattered throughout the world spreading the Good News of God’s 

transforming love in Jesus. They were on a mission for God sent to restore and heal the broken 

world, and all its relationships. And they became a missionary movement made up of people 

sharing faith in this God of love when and where opportunities presented themselves. The 

spreading of the faith happened relationally, person to person, one life changed and restored at a 

time.   

 

  Phillip was just an ordinary, 

everyday believer, and on one particular 

day he came across an Ethiopian 

Eunuch traveling the same road he was 

on. The man was a black servant who 

served some princess or queen. Often 

such servants were sexually altered via 

castration, so as to take the risk out of 

putting men in the service of female 

royalty.  This Ethiopian’s African race 

and his sexually altered nature made 

him unwelcome in most religious circles - eunuchs were considered impure and unacceptable.    

But this man had some level of faith going for him. We know that because he was reading the 

Old Testament scriptures when Phillip encountered him, and he was wondering what the prophet 

Isaiah’s promises of a hoped for messiah and savior was all about. The two, Phillip and this 

Eunuch, strike up a fascinating conversation. And because of Phillip’s willingness to be with him 

despite his low status, the man begins to trust him enough to ask questions about faith and about 

the God of Isaiah. Phillip uses the opportunity as a chance to tell the man about God’s all-

inclusive love in Jesus Christ, in whom all people are made acceptable to God, not based on their 

race or their gender, but totally by the free grace of God. The slave finds this to be such a 

winsome message that he immediately believes and is baptized by Phillip on the spot.  
 

  Don’t we wish every attempt to 

witness our faith to someone would 

have such an instant impact and lead 

to an immediate response of faith? 

But ordinarily this isn’t the case for 

us. Normally, there is much time and 

continuous effort involved. We take 

much longer to build relationships of 

trust, sow seeds of faith over longer 

periods of time – even up to years – 

and gradually the Holy Spirit nurtures 

those seeds, only eventually bringing 

them to sprout and to bloom. Often, we never see the full blown faith that first began with the 

tiny seeds we planted. So we need to sow the seeds and trust God to use other people of faith and  
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other circumstances along the way to awaken genuine faith. That kind of takes the pressure off 

our witnessing. It’s not up to us anyway. Only God can create and sustain faith in anyone.   

 

  Have you ever thought about 

your relationships as your ripest 

mission field?  The best way to share 

trust in God with someone is after 

you’ve earned their trust – by 

spending time with them, paying 

attention to any needs they may have, 

learning about what may cause them 

to feel unwelcome in a church, 

listening to their real questions about 

life and faith and God respectfully, 

and sharing whatever faith you have 

been given in a natural, none-offensive way.     Probably most people think of witnessing as 

inviting others to church. And that can be a good way; but often it’s not the first thing to do. The 

first step is to sense a need someone has and try to help meet it.  The Ethiopian needed a friend. 

Phillip befriended him. No agendas. Just serving. That builds trust in a relationship from the get-

go.  And if you wait patiently, in time, it’s quite likely that many natural opportunities for 

mentioning your faith, offering to pray for someone, and wishing someone God’s blessing will 

surface by themselves unforced.    
 

 One of the simplest ways to make your relationships a mission is to make yourself available. 

In our over busy world, giving time to people when they need it and adjusting your plans and 

schedule to serve a need that arises can be a powerful influence. Phillip could have told the 

Ethiopian, ‘Well, it’s my day off, sorry. I’m on vacation, too bad. Or I’ve got to get home.’  But 

instead he took the time, because somehow he sensed that God put this man on his path at just 

that moment, right then and there - not tomorrow or next week or at a more convenient time. 

Now!  Missionaries learn to listen for God’s call to give witness amid daily, mundane events of 

life, always kind of on the lookout for providential happenstance meetings, sometimes called, 

Divine appointments, with folks who cross their path.   
 

 So how do you discern God’s call to mission in any given moment? There are two signals 

worth noting from our text:  Phillip, first of all, had an ‘external call.’ An angel of the Lord 

spoke to him. God often sends some angel, that is, some messenger-person to alert you to a call 

or a need or a mission opportunity that’s in front of you. That’s the external clue telling you to 

pay attention and not miss the chance. The second signal is an ‘internal call,’ one that’s more 

intuitive, that’s more an inner urging deep inside telling you to stop, to pay attention, to listen, to 

do something. 
 

 If I am to be a missionary in my relationships I need both – both external and internal signals 

from the Spirit. Other than that, the only thing I need is willingness. I need to be willing to make 

myself available for God’s purposes. We can know this: God will use people who are 1) Willing 

to listen for God’s call external and internal, and 2) Willing to do something. To take some kind  
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of action. Far too many Christians want the whole picture filled in before they’ll move on 

something missional. They want to know they won’t make a mistake, want to know how the 

person will respond, want to be sure there’s receptivity, etc.  I say, pray for guidance, but don’t 

wait for 17 different confirmations that God is calling you. Be ready to risk, trusting God wants 

you to be there for someone. Don’t miss the opportune moment. Be like Nike: Just do it!   

 

 All Phillip did, really, was to simply respond to a person needing assistance. He didn’t give 

the guy religion. He gave him help, love, and insight. In so doing, he gave the man Jesus.  Ask 

yourself a question. Think about it all this week: How can I begin to treat my relationships, both 

long-standing and brand new, as a mission field ripe for some spiritual influence? 

 
Let us pray: Lord, you give us holy opportunities all the time.  Holy Spirit, breathe into us that we may listen and 

heed your calling to influence our relationships, old and new, with every moment that arises.  Grant us your 

confidence that we may trust and know you will give us the words to speak and the actions that are needed for 

You Lord, to draw them to You in Jesus name, amen. 

 

 

 

 A member of St. Olaf, Dorothy Portz, is at St. Luke’s 

Hospital and would LOVE to have visitors.  Please consider 

taking some time to visit her! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Saturday, June 24
th
  

 

 9:00am – 3:00pm  Youth Brat Fry at Piggly Wiggly, Hwy P. Oconomowoc 

 

 

        7:00pm  Theology on Tap at Tally Ho, Hwy 83, Erin 

      Theology on Tap is to periodically announce a day, time, and place 

      for anyone to gather and talk about life.  Any faith topic can be on the 

      table too.  We will not go into politics, but current events are  

      welcome.  We will gather near the fireplace in the eating area.  INVITE 

      FRIENDS/NEIGHBORS!!!  This is NOT a church thing.  Our goal is to 

      spread the word and reach people who would not necessarily walk 

      into our church doors.   
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