
 

 

 

For the beauty of the earth,  

For the beauty of the skies,  

For the love which from our birth.  

Over and around us lies,  

Lord of all, to thee we raise.  

This our grateful hymn of praise. 

 

 

 

In our backyard is Erin Hills Golf 

Club, host of the 2017 US Open.  

It’s the ultimate vision for me of 

Psalm 23 “He makes me lie down 

in green pastures”.  But for the 

thousands of guests who will be 

on our “mission field” we have 

an opportunity to connect with 

some and welcome them here.  

Our hospitality and warmth matters.  We can talk about who we are and that we are 

connected to St. Olaf’s and tell them how great our God is just by looking at the beauty 

of this unique golf course and entire area in which we live. 
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June 11 sermon “Making Your Life a Mission: See All Life as a Mission Field” 

 

 

 
 

 

Have you ever ended up somewhere you did not expect?  Okay men, I’m not talking about you 

being lost and not asking for directions! 😊  It’s kind of like taking a different road that you had 

never taken before that leads you to new territory, vistas, places and possibly… people.   

As I have been driving about the countryside in this new land the Pietz family has settled in, we 

are getting to know the roads, the places (I’ve driven by Rustic Inn years ago but never stopped 

in…now it’s a place I frequent; I never knew of Deertrak golf course, now it’s my 

home/backyard course, Pike and Loew Lakes are places we hike….like restaurants, pubs, stores, 

parks, golf courses, people, activities…name these more specifically ….Ashippun Old Sox 

softball team for men 50 and older, voyageur canoe, Herb Heck)… and as we look around we 

realize that all these places, people, and activities are our mission fields.  God has SENT us 

wherever we go.  And every moment counts. 
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One of my favorite movies of all time is Titanic.  I was drawn into the soap opera of Jack 

Dawson and Rose.  Within the film, Jack is portrayed as a penniless man from Chippewa Falls, 

Wisconsin who has toured various parts of the world, primarily Paris. He wins two tickets onto 

the Titanic in a poker game and travels as a third-class passenger with his friend Fabrizio. He is 

attracted to Rose at first sight and meets her when she attempts to throw herself off the stern of 

the ship. This enables him to mix with the first-class passengers for a night.  
 

 
 

So the old and new money rich people ask Jack how he ended up on the Titanic.  Jack told his 

story and ended his speech this way:   “I figure life’s a gift and I don’t intend on wasting it. You 

don’t know what hand you’re going to get dealt next.  You learn to take life as it comes to you. 

To make each day count.”   
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And then he, a poor gambler among the rich makes a toast, he lifts his glass and says, “Make it 

count!” 

 

The Apostle Paul gave his “Make it count!” speech to the church in Corinth,  telling them that 

they are Ambassadors for Christ, and God is making His appeal through them and us, that’s 

right.  God, through his Spirit’s power, is doing His ministry of reconciliation THROUGH US!  

And it’s urgent, NOW is the time.  You don’t know what tomorrow will bring, so SEIZE the 

moment, MAKE IT COUNT! 

 

Last weekend was the Synod Assembly in which Mary Hershoff, Cindy Schlieve, Justine 

Cadena and I attended.  We did an exercise of reflection upon Acts 16 in which the apostle Paul 

and some companions were sent to one place but ended up in another.  They were LISTENING 

to the Spirit leading them, and it’s amazing where they landed….among a group of women, one 

being Lydia. 

 

How did that happen?  They went to where the Spirit led them, and it wasn’t the original place 

they had thought.  But God had a plan, and led them to someone who’s life and their entire 

household’s life would be transformed because Paul and his companions saw ALL OF LIFE AS 

THEIR MISSION FIELD.  Wherever they went, was the place and people to share Jesus with.  

And whatever life brings your way, MAKE IT COUNT, SEIZE THE MOMENT, or in Jesus’ 

terms in the great commission, GO, MAKE DISCIPLES. 
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My dad turned 94 this week.  Mom passed away almost 2 years ago.  Every day with dad 

counts.  To make it count, a few months ago I sent my siblings an e-mail telling them that I was 

taking off Memorial Day weekend and wanted the family to get together again for a day since it 

had been 2 years since we were together.  Oh, we made it count!  I connected one-on-one with 

each person (35 of us total)…via conversation or chasing a child around in the inflatable.  The 

Spirit led to some profound moments of listening to people’s stories of struggles, to sharing 

words of encouragement, compassion, and even challenge when it was appropriate.  It was one 

day, one moment, but as Christ’s ambassador charged with the ministry of reconciliation to Go, 

Make Disciples of Jesus Christ, God worked through me and my family to love the ones we 

were with. 
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A few weeks ago we had a request from our precious Dorothy Portz to visit her in Cedarburg.  

A few days later we made it happen, and a group of 10 of us gathered together to sing, study 

scripture, pray, share stories, celebrate communion, eat and drink good coffee…oh, did we 

make it count!  What a moment together… and of all people who know it, Dorothy knows, 

every day counts. 

 

All of life is a mission field.  We are in the season of tilling and planting seeds, and that’s 

exactly what your words and presence may be all about.  Other times, God will work through 

you to bring in the harvest.  Either way, make it count…submit to the Spirit’s leading and let 

God do His ministry of reconciliation through you as His ambassador. 

 

From Lee Strobel, in "The Case for Christ," talking 

about one explanation for why Christianity spread so 

fast in the ancient world... 
 

“They were nice people! The very kindness of 

Christians and their service to the poor and 

downtrodden attracted new adherents….They 

astounded ancients with their charity….One 

explanation of its rapid spread…is that many 

Christians were not just taking care of their own, but 

they were caring for neighbor, poor and widows, the 

hurting and they were basically very loving. They 

showed compassion toward children, who were often 

treated very callously….The lifestyle of Christians 

matched their teachings, so that many early 
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Christians were not afraid to say, ‘Imitate us as we imitate Christ’…..In other words, they were 

authentic! Authentic follower of Jesus.” (pages 215 and 216)  They seized the moments that 

arose before themselves to care for the poor and poor in spirit.  They made those moments 

count! 

 

 
 

 
 

There’s something about an energetic song that moves our being. The song we are about to 

sing, “Days of Elijah” highlight a few people in the Bible who “Made it Count!” precisely 

because of the confidence that God would help them do it. 

 

Little David took on Goliath and won.  Moses became a leader and the spokesperson for God, 

though he feared speaking and was far from eloquent.  Ezekiel witnessed the miraculous work 

of God bringing a valley of dead bones back to life.  And the boldest prophet of all, Elijah, 

challenged the likes of 850 prophets representing the two local gods of Baal and Asherah, and 

Elijah’s God, our God, did His work!  Brothers and sisters in Christ, God is up to something 

through YOU.  Trust God will make your life count…trust God will give His Holy Spirit’s 

power to witness for Him that leads people to a new way of life found in Jesus Christ. 

 

Folks, we’ve got incredible opportunities before us, every single day of our lives.  Let’s stand 

up now, and sing with passion and confidence and fire the song called, “Days of Elijah”. 
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