
 

 

 

 

Where have all the people gone? 

It’s a good thing we don’t take attendance like my old Sunday School days 😊.  I realize 

that we are a very mobile and sometimes excessively busy people.  So, if I don’t connect 

with you on a weekend at worship, then I must go out TO you.  Like Dorothy Portz.  

She’s in rehab for 6 weeks in Cedarburg, so there’s a group of 6 of us going to visit her 

on Tuesday.  We’ll do Bible study, hit the town and do lunch together.  There are 

others who have been away from worship, so I will go to them. 

 

So, during this summer I will be making HOME VISITS.  Yes, I’ll try to give you a call 

before I show up 😊.  You will have choices though.  I 

can visit you at your home, workplace, or in a public 

place for coffee, breakfast or lunch, or an evening snack.  

Or you can come over to talk in my office and share a 

bit of your life with your pastor. My preference would 

be that you call me at 262-490-4057 and say what 

you’d like to do.  As your spiritual shepherd, “pastor”, 

I’d like to know my sheep, the people I am to care for.  Please call, text, or e-mail 

anytime you’d like to talk. 

 

 

 

1. 1 Peter 3:13-18 
13

Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 
14

But even if you 

should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. "Do not fear their threats; do not be 

frightened." 
15

But in your hearts revere Christ as LORD. Always be prepared to give an 

answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this 

with gentleness and respect, 
16

keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak 

maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 
17

For it is 

better, if it is God's will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 
18

For Christ also 

suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to 

death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. 

 

 

2. John 4:1-42 The Samaritan Woman at the Well 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+4%3A1-42&version=NIV  
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In February the St. Olaf Mission 

Team traveled across the border from 

South Africa to Swaziland.  

Sometimes borders have a defined 

line like one land mass to another, 

sometimes it’s a social border of 

connecting with someone of a 

different ethnic or social group even, 

that crosses a border or barrier 

perhaps.  

 

 

I’ve got three scenarios for us to look at today in which borders were crossed and the good 

news of Jesus Christ transformed lives. 

 

Our first is in real 

time, in the 21
st
 

century.  I was living 

on the edge this week. 

Teetertottering on the 

border…running into a 

variety of people from 

all over the United 

States, Canada and the 

southern hemisphere.  

There were about 

2,000 of us pastors 

gathered together in 

San Antonio, Texas.  

No, not for a Spurs playoff game, but for the Festival of Homiletics. It’s great fellowship to be 

among Christians and pastors of all sorts of various Christian tribes, but the most powerful, 

spirit-filled, “God moment”, was down by the river.  (sing) Now I wish I could say that I went 

down to the river to pray because I’m so spiritual, but God was working through us in this 

foreign land.   

 

On Tuesday evening I was with my pastor friend from Delafield, Pastor Lindsay Jordan, sitting 

outside along the Riverwalk in San Antonio during our pastors Festival of Homiletics 

conference.  Several people very nicely dressed enter the Irish Pub we were at.  They came out 

fairly quickly and 3 came near us on the walkway so we made a few comments like, “Is this 

Prom night?”  They liked that as they were around 40 years old 😊.  So they stopped over by us  
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and asked what brought us here.  When they discovered we were Christians, pastors at that, one 

said, “We are atheists, you hate us.”  And we said, by no means!  They proceeded to share that 

they were there for a food vendor event, having come from El Paso.  As they experienced our 

genuine interest in them, our smiles and laughter, they spontaneously decided to sit down and 

chat with us.  They introduced themselves…Michelle, Vianey who was married to Joey.  

Michelle was steady but struggling with life and no companion. Vianey was inebriated and 

throwing F bombs left and right about the government.  Joey was steady and smiling.  As we 

asked open-ended questions they started sharing their lives with us.  They shared how they were 

first generation Mexican Americans and how great the people are across the border in nearby 

Juarez.  Michelle went deep about her struggles with life.  She confessed that she felt like God 

must hate her. She had experienced several hardships and thought God must not like her to put 

her through those.  As we shared how God delighted in her and loved her dearly, tears flowed 

like a river and joy broke out like sun after a gentle rain, and then she hugged us. 

 

God was up to something.  At first they thought they’d be written off because they were 

different, non-believers, declared atheists.  But because of love, because of our unconditional 

care and intentional time of listening and interest in them, the good news of Jesus Christ 

penetrated their potentially hardened hearts.  Jesus crossed the border with us, and transformed 

their lives. 

 

 

God sent Peter 

out to Asia Minor.  

He went from 

place to place to 

minister to the 

new followers of 

Jesus who were 

learning the 

challenges of 

sharing Jesus in a 

world full of other 

gods (allegiance). 

 

Let me explain.  

In Peter’s day, 

there were 

multiple gods to be honored in the region in which you lived.  And by golly you better pay 

tribute to them or you may be seen as a trouble-maker.  The Christians in Asia minor were 

seeking to honor their one true God, revealed in the messiah, Jesus.  They did this while living 

their life doing good, caring for others, and abiding by the laws of the land.  They did not want  
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to be seen as troublemakers or their witness would falter.  However, they did not waver in 

declaring their allegiance to the one triune God.   

 

Today, we live in a post-modern society where everyone has their own truth, and their own take 

on a higher power.  Fewer people have a classical church-based understanding of faith in Jesus.  

Rather, one’s perspective on faith matters can often be a more eclectic mix of new cultural 

norms much different than classical Christianity.   

 

There’s a greater distrust in organized religion and particularly of Christianity, not just here in 

the U.S. but in many places in the world.  Some of this may be because so often in our churches 

we don’t behave all that well, we don’t always get along, so our gentleness and reverence of 

others really matters.   

 

What the Christians in Asia Minor are trying to do is to live in such a way that does good to 

people and their community.   

 

Let’s read this out loud together. 

 

13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14 But even if you do suffer for 

doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15 

but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone 

who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; 16 yet do it with gentleness 

and reverence. 

 

Hear it now from Eugene Peterson’s paraphrased version of the Bible called The Message: 
 

13-18 

If with heart and soul you’re doing good, do you think you can be stopped? Even if you 
suffer for it, you’re still better off. Don’t give the opposition a second thought. Through thick 
and thin, keep your hearts at attention, in adoration before Christ, your Master. Be ready to 
speak up and tell anyone who asks why you’re living the way you are, and always with the 
utmost courtesy. Keep a clear conscience before God so that when people throw mud at you, 
none of it will stick. They’ll end up realizing that they’re the ones who need a bath. It’s better to 
suffer for doing good, if that’s what God wants, than to be punished for doing bad. That’s what 
Christ did definitively: suffered because of others’ sins, the Righteous One for the unrighteous 
ones. He went through it all—was put to death and then made alive—to bring us to God. 
 
We are to be ready to share our hope in the Lord.  And guess what, some may be resistant.  But 

we share anyways with gentleness and reverence.  So, the major question for us today is: How 

do we live in such a way that blesses others and points people to the one true God?   
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Let’s turn to Jesus now.  In John’s gospel, Jesus is 

walking along the road that if he’s like the typical 

Jew, he’d completely avoid walking through 

Samaria, because they were mixed breeds and did 

not believe the same way about God.  But instead, 

Jesus crosses the border and walks on the forbidden 

turf.  This must’ve totally freaked out his buddies. 

 

Jesus breaks the rules, and does mission work with a 

woman (men were not to speak to women in public 

like this), ANNNNNND, a Samaritan (considered 

an enemy of Jews)… but God, in Jesus, CROSSED 

THE BORDER.  What happened? Total 

transformation of the woman and her entire community!!! Why?  Because JESUS ACCEPTED 

HER, as a person who deserves love and respect.  He was one who listened to her, despite her 

past.  This woman needed to be understood and be valued for who she is and what she did.  

Some of you may wonder, Does God see you, does God care for you, …  if this is the 

case…Jesus sees you, cares for you just like this woman, and calls on you.  You may be one of 

the three on the river walk that God is crossing over the border of your doubt, your distance, 

your anger at God, but in human form like Jesus, God has sent someone in your life to love you 

like Jesus and to lead you back home to God.  Or you may be that missionary, crossing the 

border, talking with people new to you, and God is doing a mighty work through your risk-

taking but gentle step of doing good.  

 

What did God do through missionaries Lindsay and Tom, Peter, and Jesus?  God reached out to 

and gave His beloved children… the 3 precious “atheists”, Asia minor, the woman… HOPE.  

Hope in God…hope for today and hope for tomorrow. They were WARY of Christians before 

they met us, but we showed them LOVE, CARE, COMPASSION, and MERCY.  The border 

was crossed, and the walls broken down.  The woman at the well was wary of a Jewish man 

talking to her.  But, her heart was softened and warmed.  That’s how the Spirit moves. 

 

Were we critiqued, criticized a little…you bet!  They were ticked or distanced with “organized 

religion”…but God provided the listening ears, the words, and the love. 

 

We just let ourselves go, not knowing what the Spirit may say or do through us, but because our 

hearts were open to CROSSING THE BORDERS, of caring for people not so much like 

ourselves, and yet really, not so much UNLIKE ourselves, God’s grace broke through.   
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What border may God be compelling you to cross to share the hope and love found in 

Jesus Christ?  

 

Let us pray.  You are amazing God.  Despite our limitations and hesitations, you put us in 

opportunities, in border crossings, to share your love.  You give us the words to say, the 

listening ears, and the joy in You, to love on people of all tribes and places.  Help us to let go of 

our inhibitions and instead, take the risk to share the hope we have found in you.  In Jesus’ 

name we pray, Amen. 
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OUTDOOR Pentecost Worship Services 

Saturday, June 3
rd 

at 5:00pm and Sunday, June 4
th

 at 9:00am      

Bring your favorite lawn chair 😊. 

Remember to wear RED! 
 


