
 

 

 

Saturday, May 13
th

    Food Pack Event 
 

Church members, along with their family and friends, got together this last Saturday to 

pack lifesaving meals to be sent to Africa, Haiti and local food pantries for those in 

need.  Our church youth participated in a similar event at their “Youth Quake” in the 

Dells back in March. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Note        May 15 - 21, 2017 

 A weekly letter from Pr. Tom Pietz,  
 St. Olaf Lutheran Church  

 



 

Sunday, May 14
th

    Mother’s Day Flower Pots 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acts 7:55-60 

55 But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right 

hand of God. 56 "Look," he said, "I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 

God!" 57 But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. 58 Then they 

dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man 

named Saul. 59 While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 60 Then he knelt 

down and cried out in a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." When he had said this, he died. 

 



 

1 Peter 2:2-10 

2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation— 3 if indeed 

you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and 

precious in God's sight, and 5 like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 

priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture: "See, 

I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in him will not be put to 

shame." 7 To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, "The stone that the 

builders rejected has become the very head of the corner," 8 and "A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock 

that makes them fall." They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 9 But you are 

a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty 

acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now 

you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  

John 14:1-14 

1 "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house there are many 

dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and 

prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be 

also. 4 And you know the way to the place where I am going." 5 Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know 

where you are going. How can we know the way?" 6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the 

life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you know me, you will know my Father also. From 

now on you do know him and have seen him." 8 Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be 

satisfied." 9 Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 

Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, "Show us the Father'? 10 Do you not believe that I 

am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father 

who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do 

not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12 Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will 

also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I 

will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my name you ask 

me for anything, I will do it.  

“Giving your life away” 

Who is the most generous person you know?  And I’m not referring solely about money.  I’m talking about 

someone who just gives and gives and gives.  They love to serve people.  They love to bless people with their 

help, with food possibly, giving of their time in some way, just plain always thinking of others first.  There are 

several of you out there I’ll like to point at, but that wouldn’t be proper 😊. 

Oftentimes this may refer to a parent, especially a mother.  My wife Kris, the mother of our four children and 

now a dog too, gives her life away to our children.  Her focus in her life’s calling is to teach and equip our 

children to love the Lord and be able to be responsible, capable, godly citizens of our country.  She does it so 

very well.  Similarly, my mom gave her life to loving and serving me and my siblings from the 1950’s on.  Her 

joy in giving was infectious to us.  Whoever comes to mind for you, let that person know today that you are 

thankful for their example of generosity. 

So when I think of the many generous people in my life, in my eyes, they are all about “Giving their life away”.  

I like that phrase, “giving your life away”.  It rings of living passionately and boldly, but not for ourselves.  

Many in our culture, live for themselves.  As Christians, we are to live for Jesus.  What does that mean?  As 



 

followers of Jesus Christ, disciples of our rabbi teacher and God, we live to follow and emulate our teacher, the 

very one who breathed life into us and has showed us how to live.  Indeed, as Jesus declared, “I am the Way, 

the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”  He’s telling his followers that you will 

discover the true character of God in me.  Jesus is essentially saying He reflects the Father.  It’s the mystery of 

the Triune God, Father, Son, Holy Spirit.  The love, compassion, mercy, and justice of God is found in God 

incarnate, God in the flesh, Jesus.  Not to put you on the spot, but life is short.  What will it take to keep you 

from Jesus, keep you from heeding his call?  Are you ALL IN with Jesus, or we have dismissed Jesus as the 

way, the truth and the life?  Will you continue to hold onto your life, preserve your life, and live for yourself, or 

will you give it all away to Jesus?  

Michael Card is one of my favorite Christian musicians who wrote a song called, “What will it take to keep you 

from Jesus?”  Someone put a video clip with subtitles when Jesus is calling Peter to follow him.  See if you can 

listen to the music and watch the video and be drawn by the Holy Spirit that may be calling you to Come and 

Follow Jesus. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qUCFvM3YLfI  

Come Peter, follow me, I will make you fishers of men.  Peter doubted, then believed, and then followed, and 

then gave his life to the cause of sharing Jesus with the world.  You too, can give your life away to Jesus. 

Every person who seeks to follow Jesus can show these three signs that they have given their lives to Jesus: 

1) First, Verbally-by testifying to Jesus’ name in public 

a.  Listen carefully to the words of Peter, “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, God's own people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you 

out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's 

people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.” 

b. Yes, Peter knows 

i. We are God’s people…chosen, highly regarded by God in order to PROCLAIM the 

mighty acts of Jesus. 

ii. Therefore, it’s important to recognize what Jesus has done in our lives, how we have 

received mercy and grace in Jesus’ name.  Claim it and proclaim it. 

iii. I love the concept of lay preachers.  Ideally, I’d like every single one of us to come up 

and share their faith story (any takers?).  I just freaked a few of you out didn’t I?  It’s 

hard to speak in front of a crowd and even difficult one-on-one for many of us to share 

our faith.  We sometimes lack confidence in what to say.  Several weeks ago I was 

working with Tim Thompson to share a message with the congregation by integrating 

key scripture passages and sharing his life and faith story.  People received it so very 

well.  But it took some work on his part to reflect on the scriptures, to name Jesus and 

God’s hand in his life, and to be able to tell his story citing the mercy, grace, and 

forgiveness of God clearly.  But as he did, God used those words, his testimony, to touch 

lives! 

The apostle Peter wrote these words in chapter 3, “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be 

prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.” 

iv. If you’d like help with crafting your testimony, let me know, it’s my greatest pleasure to 

equip you to share your faith with others.  In fact, my sermon series in June & July is 

entitled, “Make Your Life a Mission” and we’ll get into this more. 

2) Secondly, serve your neighbor in Jesus’ name. 

a. I must admit, I have not met the new neighbors next door personally since they bought the place.  

I’m not sure if they are moved in or are just working on the yard and painting the interior.  They 

just took down the largest tree on their property.  What I do understand is that they have four 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qUCFvM3YLfI


 

dogs (though I have not seen them yet; find out this first) and she grew up in our church, Amber 

Chapman.  And I’m sure she knows I’m the pastor of St. Olaf’s as I have run into her at the Deer 

Trak Golf course that her brother runs.  In any case, I’ve got some work to do to connect with 

and minister to Amber and her significant other.   

b. Who are your immediate neighbors?  Can you call them each by name?  Do you know them at 

all?  Can you recall their story, people in their household, the kind of work, study, or recreation 

these do?  Have you ever blessed them before?  Do they know you attend St. Olaf’s?  Do they 

know you believe in God, love God? 

c. I started with our neighbors closest to us in proximity, but we all know that when Jesus charges 

us to love our neighbors, he means EVERYONE.  So, who have you recently served, blessed, 

given your life to in Jesus’ name? 

3) The third sign that you give your life to Jesus is by Walking in the footsteps of your rabbi. 

a. What the disciples did was walk with Jesus.  They listened to his voice, his very words, studied 

the way he lived, took in the truth, and emulated his life. 

b. Of course we don’t have the direct, face-to-face, opportunity to walk with Jesus as they did.  But 

what we do have is His Word (Bible).  And together, we can read and study and learn from the 

Truth and The Way that our rabbi would have us live.  That’s about living life to the fullest as we 

give our life away to Jesus. 

 

Oftentimes our gospel reading is read at funerals because it gives us such comfort to know that 

because of our faith in Jesus we have a place prepared for us in heaven.  That’s good news!  And 

that was very likely in the mind of Stephen, who proclaimed his faith in Jesus publicly, loved 

and served his neighbor near and far, and who walked closely in the footsteps of Jesus.  His faith 

and witness cost him his very life, as he was stoned to death.  But just like us who believe, we all 

end up in the same place together.  So whether we live giving our all to Jesus or holding back, 

God has prepared a place for us for those who love him.  Let us pray. 

Your Spirit is calling…calling us to follow you.  It’s bold, it’s radical, it’s totally risky to follow 

you.  Move us to let go of our preserving our lives but instead to give them entirely to You.  For 

your glory, to make you known, to do what you have called us to do…to love you and love our 

neighbor as ourselves.  In Jesus’ name we pray, amen. 
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