
Pastor’s Note  

 A weekly letter from Pr. Tom Pietz,  
 St. Olaf Lutheran Church 
 

As many of you may know, we closed on our house on March 21
st
.  It is such a relief to have it 

sold and have the equity invested.  No more roof replacements, septic tanks to install, no trees 

to take down (although the parsonage has several that need care), no more constant expenses 

out of pocket and out of the blue.  With the proceeds from the sale of the house we have had 

a blast tithing and giving away to: friends of ours who adopted two girls from Africa (a 7 year 

process!) hear their story here http://www.decorahcovenant.org/podcasts/20170326.mp3 ; 

our adoption agency AWAA who gave us funds when we were tight so to be able to adopt 

Sally; to missionary friends in Nigeria; to the parsonage fund; and Family Promise.  There’s 

nothing like blessing people 😊. 

 

A huge “Thanks!” to the Property Team who cleared out our garage and helped get the bikes 

hung up and all the hooks to hang lawn & garden tools, clean up the yard some, and 

ultimately open our garage up to get our cars in.  Thanks to those who moved up our washers 

and dryer to the garage and bring down the stackable unit from the estate sale next door.  And 

to Katie, Mary Hershoff’s daughter who did a systematic analysis of our home and how to get 

it organized around the purpose of each space.  Wow, we are SO BLESSED by all of you and 

your incredibly hospitable help!!! 

 

 

 

1 Peter 5:1-11 Tending the Flock of God 

 

5 Now as an elder myself and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as one who shares in the 

glory to be revealed, I exhort the elders among you 
2 
to tend the flock of God that is in your charge, 

exercising the oversight,
[a]

 not under compulsion but willingly, as God would have you do it
[b]

—not for 

sordid gain but eagerly. 
3 
Do not lord it over those in your charge, but be examples to the flock. 

4 
And 

when the chief shepherd appears, you will win the crown of glory that never fades away. 
5 

In the same 

way, you who are younger must accept the authority of the elders.
[c]

 And all of you must clothe 

yourselves with humility in your dealings with one another, for 

 

“God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” 
6 

Humble yourselves therefore under the 

mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time. 
7 

Cast all your anxiety on him, because he 

cares for you. 
8 
Discipline yourselves, keep alert.

[d]
 Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls 

around, looking for someone to devour. 
9 

Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your 

brothers and sisters
[e]

 in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 
10 

And after you have 

suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will 

himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 
11 

To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 

 

James 4 
6 

But he gives all the more grace; therefore it says,“God opposes the proud, but gives grace to 

the humble.” 
7 
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

8 
Draw 

near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you 
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double-minded. 
9 
Lament and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned into mourning and your joy 

into dejection. 
10 

Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. 

 

Luke 18:9-14 The Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector 

 
9 
To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus told 

this parable: 
10 

“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 
11 

The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—

robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 
12 

I fast twice a week and give a tenth of 

all I get.’ 

 
13 

“But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast 

and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 

 
14 

“I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who 

exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

 

Message  “Humble Thyself”  April 2, 2017 

 
How many of you are competitors out there?  Who likes to win?  Do you like the challenge of taking 

someone on in a game and then beating them so you become the winner?  It kinds of boosts ones pride, 

right?  Makes you feel good, especially when others notice what you did.  They will then think you are 

pretty good at something.   
 

 
 

Given to the extreme, we may call attention to ourselves thinking we are so great and others are not.  

We may have a little hubris which can be defined as excessive pride or self-confidence. arrogance · 

conceit · haughtiness · pride ·   It’s good to be confident…but it’s when your pride takes over and an 
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almost cockiness and gloating dominates one’s demeanor, that’s when it has gone way too far.  I can do 

this well, as I act overly haughty after winning a card game with the family.  In jest, I’ll milk it for what 

it’s worth.   
 

Especially for those of us who have done well in life, who are good in our craft, have managed our 

households well, who appear to have it pretty well together, we can walk around with our chin slightly 

raised, thinking we are superior to others.  We may think we deserve all this success due to our 

greatness, our total awesomeness, our hard work, dedication, natural abilities or developed skills.  

Sometimes we don’t recognize that all of these aforementioned things are gifts.  Pure gifts from God. 

 

So instead of saying, “Look at me…look at me…look what I can do….look at what I just did.”   

 

 
 

Maybe instead, we humbly bow before the one who made us, Jesus, our creator and redeemer, and give 

an offering of praise to the one who ultimately deserves the glory, rather than ourselves. 

 

 

 
One person I hope is being humbled despite his 

greatness is Adrian Peterson. 

 

Though truly one of the greatest gifted running 

backs of our time, he has mostly been standing by 

the sidelines for a couple years now, demanding 

big dollar, and teams aren’t beating down the door 

to meet with him and offer a contract…that can 

sure humble the proud. 

 
See pride (define) says we are better than we are.  



Pride thinks it’s all about “me”, look I what I can do, and sees life primarily only through their eyes.  

That independent, sometimes rebellious spirit, despises God, because that would then make God 

greater, God… king, God…Lord; Lord meaning our leader, that is the one to whom we are to obey and 

follow, and humbly submit to.  But many seem to live life separated from God, not honoring God by 

seeking His counsel in prayer and scriptures and in the wise counsel of other Christians.  They are on 

their own, like sheep who have gone astray, each to his or her own way. 

 

 
 

So in today’s gospel reading, we have here two men, in total contrast from one another.  One who is 

filled with pride, who thinks he is at the top of the food chain, and the other, as humble as could be, 

seeking the mercy of God because he knows he’s a sinner in need of God’s mercy and grace. 

 

Now there’s a point here of worthiness and unworthiness.  Here’s the tension.  The perception is that 

the Pharisee feels he’s worthy, as he believes he does the right things and makes it known to the world 

that he does.  The Tax Collector, on the other hand, knows he’s not worthy.  His words, “God, has 

mercy upon me, a sinner.”  Pure humility, but hopefully not despair.  What do I mean by that?  IF the 

tax collector feels he cannot be pardoned, that is, forgiven of his sins, that God would not forgive him 

because of the magnitude of his sins, then he lives in despair.  And that is a terrible place to be, and not 

what God wants for His children.  God desires our humility of heart, but God also desires for us to feel 

welcome at the table, to receive the full forgiveness of sins, proclaimed earlier in the time of our 

confession and absolution, and experienced in the sacrament of Holy Communion.  Because of what 

Christ has done on the cross, your sins are forgiven, no strings attached.  You are worthy, not because 

of anything you did or didn’t do, but because of Jesus.  Your greatness sure didn’t make you worthy, 

that’s for sure.  No, what makes you worthy is Jesus.  Jesus IS the lamb of God who took away the sins 

of the world.  You do not need to take Jesus’ place on the cross and bear all your sins, that’s why God 

sent his son Jesus, so that you may know that you are free!  Live in that freedom, humbled by God’s 

audacious act of love, pouring out his blood, giving his life, dying FOR YOU, so that you may be 

forgiven, free, and live life to the fullest NOW, today, and for all eternity.    

 



 Let us pray.  God, humble us.  Bring us to our knees, recognizing our need for your mercy.  Rid 

us of our pride, our independence that rejects you and puts ourselves first.  Draw us unto you, help us 

resist the devil, and to grow in following and loving you.  In Jesus’ name, amen. 

 

Song: Humble Thyself by Bob Hudson 

Humble thyself in the sight of the Lord 
Humble thyself in the sight of the Lord 
And He will lift you up, (higher and higher) 
And He will lift you up, (up to the heavens) 
And He (and He), will lift, (will lift you up). 
 Taste and see that the Lord is good 
 Taste and see that the Lord is good 
And He will lift you up, (higher and higher) 
And He will lift you up, (up to the heavens)  
And He (and He), will lift, (will lift you up). 
 Draw unto God and He will draw unto you 
 Draw unto God and He will draw unto you 
And He will lift you up, (higher and higher) 
And He will lift you up, (up to the heavens) 
And He (and He), will lift, (will lift you up). 
 Resist the devil and he will flee from you 
 Resist the devil and he will flee from you 
And He will lift you up, (higher and higher) 
And He will lift you up, (up to the heavens) 
And He (and He), will lift, (will lift you up). 

 

 
 

 
 


