
 

Pastor’s Note  

 A weekly letter from Pr. Tom Pietz,  
 St. Olaf Lutheran Church  

 

Have you ever had someone come into your life that just dramatically 

increased your JOY factor?  For the Pietz family, her name is Lila.  She’s a  

rescue dog.  What’s that?  Fluffy Dog Rescue 

http://rescue.fluffydog.net/home.html out of Hartland gets a shipment of  

dogs from Alabama weekly.  These dogs are often found in all sorts of 

places. There are so many and some are having puppies that the 

populations are hard to control and manage.  So, if they are not claimed 

within 24 hours they are put to slaughter.  Yes, really.  It has been 8 years 

since our Bichon Frise (fluffy white dog, 18 lbs.) Nikki, passed away.  

Now that we are “country bumkins” with one neighbor next door, we 

thought we would add a playmate for the family.  Lila is a mix of 

Yorkshire Terrier (Yorkie) and Shih Tzu (and something else because she is 

19 pounds).  She is playful, cuddly, doesn’t chew up stuff (whew!), and 

very much puppy (likely 1-2 years old).  There is something about an 

affection towards a pet, snuggling with her, rubbing her tummy, going on 

walks, throwing toys for her to retrieve, that gives us joy and 

contentment.  We thank God for Lila, our new addition to the family 😊. 

 

Faith Formation Team 

One of our Core Values will be Faith Formation.  In years past we may have called it Education or Sunday 

School and Confirmation.  But it’s really about forming our faith and growing as students/disciples of Jesus.  St. 

Olaf’s will be exploring how we may do this more intentionally than we may have over the past year.  It’s a 

season to evaluate, dream, and create a vision and plan on what all generations can do to grow in their faith.  

As your pastor, I need an extensive team of people of various ages and gifts/abilities to help us in this visioning 

process and to help make it happen.  It’s not a life-long commitment, but I do need your head in the game.  If 

you find this interesting, contact me at tompietz@live.com and I’ll tell you more.  We’ll be setting up some 

times to meet soon and will keep you posted. 

 
 

Martin Luther (on your left 😊) hung out in the pubs and socialized with the 

people of his community.  He even played music, using the beat and 

contemporary music of his day and wrote edifying spiritual lyrics to them.  What 

people do in these public gathering places is they share their lives.  Kind of like 

“Cheers”, it becomes a place where people welcome you.  Last week I had lunch 

with Mary Hershoff for “Build Your Burger” Tuesday at Tally-Ho Pub and Grill 

and met Colleen, our server.  Later that afternoon after golfing 9 holes at Deertrak 

with her brother John Christenson and Karl Scheife, Karl and I went there for a 

brew and Colleen said, “You’re back!”  I thought that was so cool 😊.   

 
 

 

During Lent we had a six week series called The Easter Experience with many small groups to participate in.  We 

may have had about 40 participate and many have shared how powerful that time was to them.  What I’d like 

to do with Theology on Tap is to periodically announce a day, time, and place for anyone to gather and talk 

about life.  Any faith topic can be on the table too.  We will not go into politics, but current events are 

welcome.  The first Theology on Tap will be at Tally-ho’s at 7:00pm Sat. April 29
th
.  We will gather near the 

fireplace in the eating area.  INVITE FRIENDS/NEIGHBORS!!!  This is NOT a church thing.  Our goal is to spread 

the word and reach people who would not necessarily walk into our church doors.   

 

http://rescue.fluffydog.net/home.html
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Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
 

14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, 

let this be known to you, and listen to what I say.  
 

22 "You that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with deeds of 

power, wonders, and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know— 23 this man, handed over to 

you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the 

law. 24 But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its power. 25 

For David says concerning him, "I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 

26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; moreover my flesh will live in hope. 27 For you will not abandon 

my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One experience corruption. 28 You have made known to me the ways of life; you will 

make me full of gladness with your presence.' 29 "Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David 

that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was a prophet, he knew that God had 

sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne. 31 Foreseeing this, David spoke of the 

resurrection of the Messiah, saying, "He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.' 32 This 

Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.  
 

1 Peter 1:3-9 
 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living 

hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 

unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be 

revealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7 so that 

the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to 

result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Although you have not seen him, you love him; and 

even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9 for you are 

receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.  
 

John 20:19-31  19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 

disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 20 

After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus 

said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." 22 When he had said this, he breathed 

on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 

the sins of any, they are retained." 24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 

Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the mark of 

the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe." 26 A week 

later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and 

stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 27 Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. 

Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." 28 Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" 

29 Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 

come to believe." 30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 

31 But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 

believing you may have life in his name. 
 

Message: The Power of Forgiveness 
 

Every day on my phone (hold up) I get a devotion from a Christian source called Blueprint for Life.  I’m inspired every 

time.  So, Tuesday morning I receive the following one that I have tweeked for this context: 
 

This inspiring devotional is from Dot Bowen, she’s a speaker and founder of Cup of Joy. If you have ever felt that your 

sin is too big to be forgiven, or that God can’t use you because of your sin, my hope is that you’ll be encouraged today as 

I share an excerpt from Dot’s message with you. There’s a ministry called “Wellspring Living” in this devotional.  

Wellspring living’s MISSION IS TO HELP DOMESTIC SEX TRAFFICKING VICTIMS AND THE ‘AT RISK’ 

DEVELOP THE COURAGE TO MOVE FORWARD AND THE CONFIDENCE TO SUCCEED.  It provides a safe 

place for housing and opportunity to be renewed in spirit, empowered through Christian counseling, with daily ongoing 

support.  In the words of Dot Bowen:

 



 
I recently attended the baptism of my sweet granddaughter Millie. Millie is eight years old and we call her our little “holy 

spirit.” What I mean is that Millie is quick to know the right versus the wrong thing to do. Not only does Millie know 

what she should do, Millie is quick to let me (Mimi) know when I am doing wrong. She is never ugly or arrogant just 

innocent and right. I can remember driving a little too fast and as I went through the yellow light, from her car seat Millie 

said to me, “Mimi, are you supposed to go so fast?” God gave me Millie to keep me accountable. (Actually, God gave me 

all my grandchildren to keep me in line.) 
 

On the same day Millie was being baptized, a precious lady from Wellspring Living 

was baptized. I do not know her name; I just know that she had been rescued from the 

Gentlemen clubs that surround Passion City Church. Of course, everyone wanted to 

know how this lady came to know Christ. The Wellspring staff and volunteers 

frequently visit the clubs to provide support and witness to those caught up in these 

activities. They offer a new life in Christ and encourage them to know and follow 

Jesus. There were three rows of ladies seated behind me during the baptism. They 

were all there to celebrate this woman’s new life. At Passion City Church it is custom 

for family and friends to stand as the person you are there to support is being baptized. 

As this woman’s story was told, not only did the three rows of her friends and family 

stand to support her, the entire church stood, clapping, crying and celebrating such an 

amazing God story of redemption. 
 

Of course I stood, cried and celebrated that Millie loves Jesus and that we both now had a new sister in Christ that I may 

never have the opportunity to meet. As I stood celebrating the grace of God in each of these lives, God allowed me to see 

something I have never thought about… as I looked at the lady from the club to my sweet, innocent eight year old 

granddaughter I wondered if some might actually think it took more blood from the cross to save the woman from 

Wellspring than Millie. As tears ran down my face, I knew God wanted me to know that we all need a Savior. Whether 

you are a young child or a young woman living a hard, dark, lonely life we all need the shed blood of Jesus to be 

righteous. One might believe it requires more of God’s grace to save the lady in the club than an innocent child, however, 

the exact same grace is required for both and they both need the death of Jesus and His redeeming blood. Do you think it 

is easier for God to love a young child over a woman working the nightclubs? Do you find yourself focusing more on the 

behavior of a person over the power of our Savior? 
 

Maybe the story of Rahab in Scripture is to remind us that it is always about Him and not our life of sin. Rahab was a 

prostitute and a Canaanite—a heathen people who indulged in idolatry. She was a liar who deceived her own leaders and 

helped “the enemy” escape. She was a traitor who helped orchestrate the overthrow of Jericho. By human standards, one 

would consider this person hopeless of ever changing, one who would need more grace than most women. But, to Jesus, 

we all need grace; we all need a Savior and we all need His death and His blood to remove our sin. 
 

For some, it may be easy to look at innocent children and see the potential of God using their innocent lives for His glory 

yet feel hopeless when considering those who have chosen to live a life that only leads to destruction and bondage. 

However, we must realize that it is not behavior that changes a girl or the innocence of children that makes them holy. 

Jesus is our righteousness and Jesus alone creates a new heart in each of us. 
 

We are all sinners…in need of a Savior, no matter how good we think we are or how bad we think we are, we all equal- 

for every single one of us have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  But thank God for His Son Jesus the Christ, who 

is the lamb of God who took away the sin of the world.  Jesus made things right.  We are no longer condemned to death, 

but are forgiven, and given eternal life. 
 

We hear in John’s gospel today, that right away, after Jesus resurrected and left the tomb, he went to find the disciples.  

Here’s what our gospel reading said: 
 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had met were 

locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 20 After he said this, he 

showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, 

"Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you." 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 

them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they 

are retained." 
 

Jesus sends out his disciples with the power of the Holy Spirit to do what?  To forgive sins AND retain sins…. 

 



 
The first thing Jesus did…was to empower his followers to forgive or retain forgiveness.  It’s a powerful act.  It breaks 

chains, gives hope, and changes lives. 
 

As Lutheran Christians who follow the theological teachings of 16th Century reformer, Martin Luther, this teaching is 

called the Office of the Keys.  If one repents, that is they admit their sin and are contrite, then they are forgiven, but if 

repentance is not present, that is, if there is no confession of the sin, no true sorrow and humble asking of forgiveness and 

signs of a change of heart and life, then sins are retained, in other words, forgiveness is not proclaimed.  Sounds harsh, but 

then, it reminds us that Jesus’ death on the cross was not merely cheap grace that all receive no matter where their heart 

may be.  The Holy Spirit’s work is about leading us to faith through a repentant heart which is the key to life 

transformation. 
 

So, you and I, as disciples of Jesus Christ, are also sent out, and we too, have the power to forgive or retain sins.  I know, 

it may sound strange.  I do it every week in worship, but most of us don’t do this.  But think of how powerful this could 

be! 
 

A great example of this is expressed by Holocaust survivor, Eva Mozes Kor.  Much of this is taken from a news article 

from the Indianapolis Star. 
 

At age 83, Auschwitz survivor Eva Mozes Kor —is an in-demand public 

speaker.  There are two documentaries being made on her story. 
 

She’s leading two tours this summer of Auschwitz. And she undoubtedly 

will document it for the 13,000 followers of the Twitter account she operates 

herself. She’s even become a talking, question-answering hologram at a 

Holocaust archive founded by Steven Spielberg. 
 

But the grandest ambition of this woman from Terre Haute, Ind., is to storm the 

halls of Congress, rhetorically grab the bickering partisans by their red and blue 

neckties and smack them around a bit. 
 

"I would like to beat some sense into their heads,” said Kor, whose English — 

heavily accented with a mix of Hungarian, Romanian, Russian, German, French 

and Hebrew — is a perfect instrument for uttering disgust. 
 

Kor stands maybe 4 feet, 9 inches tall. She has two artificial hips and a lung ailment that, when it flares up, necessitates a 

steroid injection to keep her from choking to death — likely a remnant of the experiments performed on her at age 10 by 

Dr. Josef Mengele, the Nazi “Angel of Death.” 
 

Eva Kor says, “If all Americans cannot get along, who on Earth is going to do all the healing in the world? We should 

serve as an example. We are not an example. We are backstabbing.” 
 

Despite it all, she makes you think she could work Congress over. At least you hope so. 
 

Her club of choice is her answer to any of the world's intractable problems — her story, the pivotal moment at the 

selection platform at Auschwitz, the devastation to her family and her people and how she somehow found a way to 

forgive the Nazis. 
 

"I would bring them (Congress that is) to Auschwitz and have their meeting on the selection platform and say, 'If you 

don’t straighten out, this is what is waiting on the world,' " she said, pointing to the prospects of another Holocaust. "Are 

you willing to do that? This is not child’s games.” 
 

On the day she expressed her disgust, Senate Republicans had used the “nuclear” option to end a Democratic filibuster 

over the confirmation of now-Supreme Court Justice Neil Gorsuch. 
 

Eva spoke, "I don't care if you are on the left, on the right, in the middle — whatever direction your political affiliation is 

— you are sent to Congress to help run this country and help the American people," she said. "If all Americans cannot get 

along, who on Earth is going to do all the healing in the world? We should serve as an example. We are not an example. 

We are backstabbing." 
 

Kor knows better than just about anyone living what hyper partisanship can do. She saw the work of the Nazi Party up 

close. 

http://indy.st/2oqHjrg


 
When the Nazis pushed across Europe, their influence reached into her little Romanian village, turning her childhood 

friends against her, inspiring them to call her a “dirty Jew.” 

 

The prejudice at the core of the party led to the creation of the selection platform at Auschwitz, where her family arrived 

in 1944. 

Her mother, father and two older sisters were pulled to one side for a 

trip to the gas chamber. Eva and her twin sister were pulled to the other 

side, to become subjects for experimentation in Mengele’s laboratory 

of horrors. 

 

There, they were poisoned with cocktails of germs that, in Eva, 

induced fevers and swelled her limbs to a point Mengele wryly mused 

that it was terrible one so young should have to die. 

 

The aftermath of this infected Kor for decades with the poison of 

bitterness. It ate away at her long after the Red Army liberated her 

concentration camp, after she emigrated to Israel and then to America 

with her husband, a Holocaust victim who had a friend from Terre 

Haute. She's lived there since 1960. 
 

In the mid-1990s, Kor stumbled upon a cure. She was asked to find a 

Nazi doctor to join her for a conference in Boston. 

 
 

She tracked down Dr. Hans Munch, a doctor who had signed death certificates at the Auschwitz gas chambers. Munch 

didn't want to come to America, but he agreed to meet her in Germany and join her for a ceremony at Auschwitz, where 

he signed an affidavit admitting what he’d done. 

 

Kor didn't consider the doctor's slate clean, but she found herself wanting to thank Munch for attesting to the history that 

some were denying. 

 

Yet, in the greeting card aisle, she couldn't find a genre for Nazi-doctor thank-you notes. 😊 For 10 months she pondered 

what to do. 

 

Then it came to her. She would offer the doctor something only she could give — a letter of forgiveness. 

 

A college professor who proofread it said the letter was a noble gesture, but it wasn't Munch she needed to forgive. It was 

Mengele. 

 

Kor struggled with forgiving Mengele, who was by then dead. He had experimented on Eva and her sister Miriam, who 

died in 1993 from a lung ailment that Kor attributes to the Mengele tests. 

 

Eva Kor said, “You have the power to forgive. And what it does, forgiveness, has nothing to do with the perpetrator. It has 

everything to do with the way the victim feels.” 

 

Kor had nightmares about her sister suffocating on her death. 

 

Forgiving Mengele was the cure she had been looking for. It was also the inspiration for the rest of her life, the message 

she's shared in more than 6,000 lectures to hundreds of thousands of people. 

 

She shares it with bullied middle school students, teenage targets of homophobia, people hurt by rape and racism, 

orphaned by Rwandan genocide or exiled by a Cuban dictator. 

 

"I discovered I had one power,” Kor said. “What I tell everybody is that you — any victim, any person hurt — you have 

the same power. You have the power to forgive. And what it does, forgiveness, has nothing to do with the perpetrator. It 

has everything to do with the way the victim feels.” 
 



 
Yes, YOU have the power to forgive.  The Holy Spirit resides in you, and without God’s power, it’s very hard to forgive. 

 

WHO do YOU need to forgive?  Who immediately comes to mind.  Ponder that today.  Talk to God about it.  With the 

Spirit’s power, write, call, or meet with that person.  That person may need that forgiveness to experience God’s amazing 

grace, but even moreso, you may need to be released of those chains that keep you in bondage because of the bitterness 

indwelling you because you have not forgiven them.  

Let us pray.  Lord, oh Lord, we all need your mercy that we may experience Your unfathomable forgiveness and be so 

empowered to forgive others in Jesus’ name, amen. 

 

Sing: “Amazing Grace/My Chains Are Gone” 


