
Pastor’s Note  

 A weekly letter from Pr. Tom Pietz,  
 St. Olaf Lutheran Church 
 

What a glorious weekend!  For me, it started with Psalm 23 Ministries at Deertrak with Rick Dowling 

and David Sutrick.  We were the first ones on the course and practically had it all to ourselves (one 

other golfer out there too).  Minimal wind, sunshine, nice temperature, and a few amazing shots to 

bring us all back.  If you have any interest in joining us, we set up tee times for 2:30pm & 5:00pm on 

Tuesdays.  Let me know (262-4900-4057 or tompietz@live.com ). 

 

On Saturday, Sam and I helped our Boy Scout Troop 359 spread mulch at University Lake School 

where we have our meetings.  Many hands make lighter work, so we got done in 1 ½ hours.  On 

Sunday, several families helped do the Adopt-A-Highway roadside clean-up along HWY 0 from by the 

church to HWY 67.  If it wasn’t for cigarette butts, it would’ve been pretty easy.  So, we started singing 

a chorus from Old MacDonald, “With a butt butt here and a butt butt there, here a butt, there a butt, 

everywhere a butt butt…”  It helped the time pass.  Anyone want any unopened Sweet and Sour Sauce 

packets? 😊  Then Kris and I raked up much of the parsonage yard…wow, that’s a huuuuuuge lot with 

lots of branches from old trees falling down.  The fresh air and exercise were great. 
 

So I share all of these activities with you because I want to note this: all of these activities were with 

people. And that presents the opportunity to bond with, to fellowship with others.  God does 

something when we work or play “side-by-side” with one another.  That friendship formation can lead 

to “face-to-face” meaningful conversations and deeper relationship.  We also cared for God’s creation.  

God called us to be stewards, that is managers or caretakers, of God’s world.  And we are so blessed to 

live in this area of rolling hills, forests, farm fields, and incredible beauty! 
 

This past weekend we had a parade…that is, Palm Sunday.  It was wonderful to see and hear our 

children sing and for all of us to praise God and honor Jesus by waving our palms.  We also saw a 

glimpse of what happens this week to Jesus as he journeys to the cross.  Will you consider joining us 
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this week for meaningful worship?  Maundy Thursday we will have a uniquely special service as our 

First Communion Class is integrated into the message.  Our Good Friday Tenebrae Service is solemn 

and deeply meaningful as well.   

 

7:00pm   Maundy Thursday 

7:00pm   Good Friday 

5:00pm   Easter Vigil Saturday 

7:00am   Easter Sunday Sunrise Service 

8:00am   Easter Celebration Breakfast 

9:00am   Easter Sunday Worship 

 

 
Matthew 21:1-10  Procession of the Palms  

A.M:  When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage an Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, He sent two 

of his disciples and said to them, 

P:  “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has 

never been ridden; untie it and bring it.  If anyone says to you, “Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The 

Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.” 

A.M:  They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street.  As they were untying it, some of 

the bystanders said to them, 

C:  “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 

A.M:  They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it.  Then they brought the colt to Jesus 

and threw their cloaks on it; and He sat on it.  Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread 

leafy branches that they had cut in the fields.  Then those who went ahead and those who followed were 

shouting, 

C:  “Hosanna!  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!  Blessed is the coming kingdom of 

our ancestor David!  Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

A.M:  Then He entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when He had looked around at everything, as it 

was already late, He went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

 

 

Matthew 27:11-54 https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A11-54&version=NRSV  

Philippians 2:5-11 

5 
Let the same mind be in you that was

[a]
 in Christ 

Jesus, 
6 

who, though he was in the form of God, 

    did not regard equality with God 

    as something to be exploited, 
7 

but emptied himself, 

    taking the form of a slave, 

    being born in human likeness. 

And being found in human form, 
8 

    he humbled himself 

    and became obedient to the point of death— 

    even death on a cross. 
9 

Therefore God also highly exalted him 

    and gave him the name 

    that is above every name, 
10 

so that at the name of Jesus 

    every knee should bend, 

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 

and every tongue should confess 

    that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the Father.

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A11-54&version=NRSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A5-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-29380a


Palm Sunday Message

 
Many of us love a good parade, don’t we?  Lots to see and celebrate. 

 

 
 

Most of us show up today for the parade, to wave our palms to the king of kings… 

Wave your palms…shout hosanna   

P:  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

C:  Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna!!!  

P:  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

C:  Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna!!!  



 

 

 

Yes, we love a parade, but when the fun is 

over, we peel out.   

After the Palm Sunday, few stuck around for 

the tough stuff, kind of like us.  Like who 

among us will be here on Maundy Thursday 

and Good Friday?  Like the many followers of 

Jesus, even his closest friends, the disciples, 

scattered and left Jesus to be whipped, beaten, 

and dying on a cross. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The few we know who walked with Jesus to the cross were in sorrow and weeping on these 

hard days between the parade and paradise.  They were mother Mary and Mary Magdalene and 

his beloved disciple, John.  Few of us are willing to go through such mental anguish, pain, and 

sadness.  



 
 

It reminds me of the movie, The Shack, I just saw on Tuesday evening with Dan and Sam.  The 

man here has a transformative encounter with the Triune God in order to heal over the loss of 

his daughter.  He is filled with deep pain, loss, anger, judgement and retaliation.  Through a 

strange invitation, he is willing to go back to the crime scene and deal with his grief.  It was 

through a series of deeper encounters with God that he encountered the true goodness of God, 

which he could not see prior through his tear-stained eyes. 

 

Let’s not avoid the difficult moments of life.  Instead of fleeing, let’s face them…together. 

That’s why we read the passion story today, so we can hear all that Jesus went through to save 

us…the abuse of mocking, the overwhelming bodily suffering, the perseverance of such 

pain…all to carry OUR sin, to take YOUR sin and MY sin, on the cross.   

 

 

In this past week’s 

Easter Experience small 

group questions we 

were asked, “Of all the 

characters we’ve looked 

at-such as these two 

thieves, Peter, Judas, 

Mary-or even of those 

we haven’t looked at 

closely, like John or the 

soldiers, with whom do 

you most identify and 

why? 

 



 

 

The thieves mock 

and taunt Jesus, but 

one has a “come to 

Jesus” moment 😊, 

literally, when he 

says, “Remember 

me, when you come 

into your kingdom.”  Are you one to mock God, use His name in vain quite a bit, don’t trust 

that God is good because of the bad stuff you’ve had to endure…then you may relate to the 

criminals.  Or you may recognize your own grievous sin in your life and believe you should be 

up there on the cross suffering the consequences of your sin, even thinking, Jesus shouldn’t be 

here because he didn’t do anything wrong. 

 

 

 

Or Peter… well-meaning and passionate, yet ran away and then denied any 

association with Jesus, the man and messiah he followed for three years.  

Maybe we don’t acknowledge our faith in Jesus in public, thinking people 

might think we are a religious fanatic and actually believe this stuff? 

 

 

 

 

Or do you relate to Judas.  You are willing to follow Jesus 

if it benefits you.  Judas may have seen potential power and 

prestige associated with this man who could heal and could 

potentially take out the Romans…this would be huge 

recognition for him.  Instead, Judas realizes his rabbi’s 

demise and sought out the money and connection with the 

power brokers of Israel.  Sometimes this faith journey stuff 

becomes a distraction to the ill-perceived better things in 

life such as money, power, prestige, and recognition. 

 

 

 

Or, could some of us be like Mary Magdalene, a total mess, until 

Jesus entered our life.  Jesus saw through the mess we are, did not 

judge, but accepted, loved, and brought healing through a caring 

relationship with Mary.  Mary had not experienced such 

unconditional, kind, gentle, and sacrificial love before that Jesus 

gave so freely.  She walked with him all the way to the cross, to the 

tomb, and to the Upper Room. 



 

You may have not experienced such a dramatic transformation as Mary did, but you recognize 

that a relationship with Jesus matters.  Talking to God in prayer is a regular part of your life.  

You rely on God, lean on God, trust in God, seek to live for God and learn from God through 

his Word and in fellowship with other believers.  It’s not hard for you to wave your palms daily 

and say, 

P:  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

C:  Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna!!!  

P:  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

C:  Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna!!!  

 

 

 

 

You and I each have our own unique journey of 

walking with Jesus.  For some of us, we don’t 

know life without Jesus.  For many, we have been 

on the path with Jesus along the way, but on 

occasion, we take a different fork in the road for a 

time, only hopefully eventually meeting up with 

Jesus once again. 

Thank God Jesus didn’t take a different fork in 

the road.  No, he walked the journey with a band 

of believers by his side and sometimes alone…but he stayed on the path.  It was that Thursday 

evening, following Passover, the washing of the disciples’ feet, the commands to love one 

another and to remember that when we partake in the breaking of the bread and the sip from the 

cup, we remember that this was Jesus’ body and blood.  It was that Thursday evening that he 

led the disciples to the garden of Gethsemane where he prayed and was then taken away.  

Here’s the scene: [You’ll want to watch this clip!] 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZWIx24J00Wc  

 

Precious Lord, Messiah, we praise you like our ancestors long ago on that infamous Palm 

Sunday.  And we walk with you on your journey to the cross.  We know there is pain, suffering, 

grief and loss.  But like we just watched a moment ago, we saw just a glimpse of what you went 

through…for us.  We give you thanks and bow in humility in honor of your amazing grace 

expressed in coming to us in human form and giving everything you could as a human.  We 

celebrate that unselfish gift in your name Jesus, Amen.   

Song: Messiah 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZWIx24J00Wc

