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Pastor’s Note  

 A weekly letter from Pr. Tom Pietz,  
 St. Olaf Lutheran Church 
 

I have never seen such an auction in my life!  Great pies (thank you bakers among us) 

and generous bidders, all going to strengthen our ability to send our youth and families 

to camp and other spiritually and relationally enriching experiences.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you, thank you, THANK YOU!  So many of you helped us move (from 

Thursday-Saturday) from our old home to new home.  Here is a sample of one crew.  

We’ve got a lot to unpack, but it is SO good to be in the parsonage.  A beautiful home 

we are grateful to be so blessed to live in.  Your hospitality is such a blessing 😊. 

 

 

 

An old neighbor from across the street from our days (2000-2008) in 

Cedar Rapids, passed away a few days ago.  I was their only connection 

to God/church and the family has requested that I come do his 

Celebration of Life service.  I’ll leave Tuesday later morning and be back 

later afternoon on Wednesday. 

 

 

 

Who is going to join me for the Spirit of the Outdoors event here on Saturday? 

 

 

 

Finally, the St. Olaf Team to Swaziland hopes you can attend worship on Sunday as we 

share our stories of God’s work among these incredible brothers and sisters of Christ of 

ours in Africa. 
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March 4-5, 2017 sermon   Deut. 6, Phil 2:1-11, John 13:1-17  My life has purpose 

John 13:1-17 Jesus Washes His Disciples’ Feet 

13 It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him 
to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, 
he loved them to the end. 

2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the 
son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things 
under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got 
up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 
5 After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying 
them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 

6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 

7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 

8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” 

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 

9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as 
well!” 

10 Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their 
whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For he knew 
who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not everyone was clean. 

12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his 
place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me 
‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set 
you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no 
servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent 
him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 
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Just so many days ago, 10 of us from St. Olaf’s encountered a variety of people in 

Swaziland, from the little children to older generations in their 80’s.  Many of these 

people have extremely limited means to afford food due to 85% unemployment in 

Swaziland.  But despite their extreme hardships, they devote themselves to God.  The 

highlight of their week for many is gathering as God’s people to praise God and to learn 

how to live and honor the Lord with their lives through their church.  They are totally 

dependent on God.  And, they live in such a community that looks out for one another.  

In fact, when someone is blessed with abundance, they share with one another, rather 

than hoard it for themselves.  By my perception, they love God and love one another, 

just as Jesus called us to do.  Many of these people have a glorious ambition in life, to 

know and follow Jesus together. 

 

Why are you here? 

 

Why are you here?  Not here at this church, although that is a fair question.  What are 

you doing here on this earth?  Another way of asking this question is to ask, What is the 

purpose of life?  And ultimately, what is YOUR purpose?  Why do you think you are 

here on this earth, for what purpose? 

 



5 

 

 
This ragamuffin band of disciples were hungry to walk in the footsteps of a rabbi 
teacher.  They desired to learn from someone who knew the scriptures well and who 
would teach them how to live life to the fullest.  As we know, they would be taught, day 
in and day out, from this wise man, and absorb and emulate their rabbi, literally walking 
in his footsteps, imitating what he does. 
 

But just like you and just like me, they deal with the same issues, the same 
temptations, and distractions in life…like the pursuit of money, power, being liked, 
recognition, being the best, and the list goes on.  Let’s take a glimpse of a portion of 
the first video clip from the Easter Experience so you know how significant this series 
could be in your life.  I don’t see all of us signed up for a small group yet, so I hope this 
clip and God’s Holy Spirit will tug your heart and mind to take a step of faith and join a 
group.  Parents, there is lamb’s blood put on the door, but otherwise, this segment is 
safe for children to watch.   

 
Video 0:00-14:30 
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=the+easter+experience+video+week+1&view=
detail&mid=4CBED6A8EF4DBD5782404CBED6A8EF4DBD578240&FORM=VIRE or 
Lesson 1 of The Easter Experience (on YouTube) 
 

Could it be that our purpose in life is MUCH MORE than the pursuit of such 
temporary things?  Could it be that this rabbi teacher, the messiah, God in the flesh, 
came to teach us what it means to be fully human, to live out what God intended us to 
be…a servant who loves God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength, and who 
serves, loves and cares for others? 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=the+easter+experience+video+week+1&view=detail&mid=4CBED6A8EF4DBD5782404CBED6A8EF4DBD578240&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=the+easter+experience+video+week+1&view=detail&mid=4CBED6A8EF4DBD5782404CBED6A8EF4DBD578240&FORM=VIRE
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Hello Judas…yes, you and I are Judas.  We have betrayed God, we have turned 
our backs on our teacher, we have turned away from God!  But through the blood of 
the lamb, we were spared, we were extended the greatest mercy, because the lamb of 
God took our place…the lamb sacrificed his life…on the cross…so we may be free!  
Like a mass exodus, we can leave behind that life of bondage, of slavery to the pursuit 
of money, and prestige, and power, and recognition, and people pleasing…and 
instead, be filled with joy through love and service in Jesus’ name.   

 
The purpose of Lent is to repent…to reflect on our wayward life and turn away 

from the life we have been living apart from God, and to be drawn by the Holy Spirit, 
back to living life with purpose.  A life that honors God and serves others.  Let us pray.  
Lord, we see ourselves in the disciples, even in Judas.  We compromise ourselves to 
pursue the things of this world that entice us and derail our lives from honoring you and 
the people around us.  Cleanse us.  Set us free from such bondage to sin.  And grow in 
us instead, one pure and holy passion to know and follow hard after you, in Jesus’ 
name.  Amen. 
 


