
 

Pastor’s Note  

 A weekly letter from Pr. Tom Pietz,  
 St. Olaf Lutheran Church 
 

Listening.  Most people just need someone to listen.  You don’t have to say 

a thing.  Just listen.  If they ask you a question, share.  Otherwise, be slow to 

speak and quick to listen, as James instructs.  On Saturday evening as I 

bopped from table to table, conversation to conversation, God gave me 

ample opportunities to connect with a variety of people.  That’s why I love 

events like this.  Back in the 1990’s, I heard of the term “fishing pool” events.  

When people come to something you put on and you provide great 

hospitality, they may get “hooked” and want to come back for more.  The 

food and beverages are important, but greater than that, people want to be 

cared for and listened to.  “Sharing God’s Love, Caring For Community” as 

engraved on the glasses…is what we were doing…let’s keep listening. 

 

 

       Golf on Tuesdays at Deertrak 
 I want to get to know you more.  Would you like some recreation?  
Come walk with me for 9 or 18.  We can even hit the 19th hole 
following.  Just come when you can.  Try it out, it may have been 
awhile since you last played.  Each week I will have 2 sets of tee 
times, around 2:30pm and around 5:00pm.  Let me know if you are 
interested, I’ll put you on the e-mail list, tell us if you are coming 
and when, and I confirm the time.  Simple as that.  Yes, every 

Tuesday, except in snow or tornado 😊.  Send me your e-mail at 

tompietz@live.com and say, “I’m in!” or call/text 262-490-4057.  
Starting April 4th. 

 

 

 
“Suffering?” 1 Peter 4:12-13; Romans 8:17; Philippians 1:29; Matthew 16:21-26 
 
1 Peter 4:12-13  Suffering for Being a Christian 
12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings 
of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 
Romans 8:1717 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if 
indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 
Romans 5:1-5  
5 Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we[a] have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
2 through whom we have obtained access[b] to this grace in which we stand; and we[c] boast in our 
hope of sharing the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we[d] also boast in our sufferings, knowing 
that suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces 
hope, 5 and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
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Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection 
21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo 
great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third 
day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This 
must never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a 
stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and 
take up their cross and follow me. 25 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit 
their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 
 
 

Last weekend, if you were here, you heard Tim 
Thompson share a bit of his life story and the suffering 
he experienced in life and the suffering those near him 
went through.  Few people would choose such 
suffering.  In fact, most of us would choose a life that is 
filled with peace, love, healthy relationships and little to 
no suffering.  But as we all know, much of life just 
doesn’t go this way, does it.  The world is filled with 
unpredictable things that can completely rock our world.  
Our tendency is towards sin, to think of ourselves first 

and disregard others, which often leads to strained relationships.  And evil is more real than we like to 
give it credit.   
 
So, if it’s in our heads that life should be perfect, sorry to break it to you, it’s not and it’s not going to 
be perfect.  Sure, we try to fill ourselves with things that “we think” would give us peace, love, comfort, 
security, recognition…but in the end, they don’t seem to completely do the job.  We are always 
yearning for more. 
 
But maybe, just maybe, God is doing something in our lives to make us MORE complete, or perfect 
as the Bible calls completeness.  Maybe all that we struggle and suffer through actually shapes us.  
What do you think about that? 
 
The Apostle Paul speaks to this when he says we are to boast in our sufferings, knowing that 
suffering produces perseverance, 4 and perseverance produces character, and character produces 
hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
 



 

 
 
Let’s unpack this. 
First, who is Paul and how does he know suffering. 
The Apostle Paul wrote most of the New Testament.  He’s really a major hero in the faith, especially 
since he once was killing followers of Jesus until God got a hold of him in a new way, and through a 
radical conversion, was transformed to be one of the greatest champions of Jesus history has ever 
known.   
 

What about Paul’s suffering?  Paul was struck down, time and time and time again.  I liken him 
to what many slaves went through or those who made it alive through their horrid, excruciating time in 
a concentration camp.  They endured.  How, only God knows…God gave them the strength, 
determination, mindset, resiliency to persevere day after day after day through such unfathomable 
suffering of mind, body and spirit.   
 

I think it would be extremely difficult to imagine what Paul went through unless you were like 
Senator John McCain who suffered so severely when he served our country at war.  Paul has various 
lists of sufferings, and once such list can be found in 2 Corinthians 11:23-28  He says it, speaking on 
his behalf, but I’ll speak it in terms of the reader  1. For the sake of sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
Paul was put in multiple prisons, from his Jewish community five times he was flogged 39 times (like 
Jesus was).   25 Three times he was beaten with rods; once people threw stones at him; three times 
he was shipwrecked; hit by storms spent a night and a day we floated at sea;   26 in journeys often, in 
perils of waters, in perils of robbers and pirates, in perils of my own countrymen, in perils of the 
Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness encountering wild beasts and inadequate 
shelter, food and water; in perils among false brethren;   27 in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness 
often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness --  and we complain about 
camping one night out in a tent?  Perspective, eh?   
 

In addition to all of these many bodily afflictions, Paul felt the care of all the churches resting 
upon him. Paul’s writings indicate his constant concern and prayer for those to whom he was writing. 
The anxiety which Paul had for the churches was more real and intense than that which many 
ordinary people have for food and raiment.  So, if you were to count the number of sufferings listed in 
2 Corinthians 11:23-28 by category is twenty-four (24).  One third of that number (8) are “perils”, or 



 

being in immediate danger.  So many, so varied, and so terrible, and yet in the Lord’s service he had 
come safely through them all. 
 
So, what does Paul write after experiencing all these despairing sufferings? 
Paul says, “I was pressed, but not crushed, persecuted, not abandoned; struck down, but not 
destroyed --    10 always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus 
also may be manifested in our body.   11 For we who live are always delivered to death for Jesus' 
sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.    12 So then death is working 
in us, but life in you.    

In 2 Corinthians 12: 9 Paul shared these words Jesus said to him, ‘My grace is sufficient for 
you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.’ Paul goes on, “Therefore most gladly I will rather 
boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.   10 Therefore I take pleasure in 
infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake. For when I am 
weak, then I am strong.”  This is hard for most of us to comprehend.  But some of us can relate and 
know what Paul is talking about.   Following Jesus is no cake or pie walk.  It’s about laying our lives 
down for the Lord, that is, losing our life rather than trying to save it.  That’s when we begin to realize 
God’s tremendous power in us when we are weak.   

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
One of the most excruciating forms of suffering that I understand there is, when a parent who loses a 
child prematurely in life.   The love of a child, one you help create and pour your entire life into…I 
can’t imagine the intensity of pain and loss.  I imagine one replays visions from when their child was 
growing up to the hopes and common expectations of what they would become and do…from 
confirmation day, graduations, wedding, grandchildren…all those days and dreams are gone…never 
to happen…such huge losses. Just the desire to hold one’s child just one more time….gone. 
 



 

Another is when a husband and wife dissolve their marriage and grieve what once was good, is no 
longer going to be. 
An addict who has lost his family because of his lack of self-control has led to a wake of distrust and 
broken relationships scattered at sea. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you have been with us on this journey called The Easter Experience, you may have been a bit 
overwhelmed by the viewing of session three in which Jesus, after his arrest, is flogged and beaten.  
Just a few words written in the Bible, “flogged and beaten”, but most of us really don’t know what this 
is.  It looked more painful than dying on the cross.  Imagine a leather whip with long jagged bones 
that would hit your back and rip out flesh with each stroke with three people constantly doing this to 
Jesus at the same time.  And we wince at a paper cut. 
 
Jesus really does know our pain.  Oh, not just physical pain, but the pain of his closest friends 
abandoning him.  Of a crowd celebrating him one moment singing “Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna!” to 
shouting Crucify Him, Crucify Him, Crucify Him!” just days later. 
Life is filled with suffering.  Yet suffering produces endurance, endurance produces character, and 
character…hope. 
 
 

I didn’t hear Tim Thompson share last week, but I was with 
him in the preparation for it and had heard his story several 
months ago.  What I see in Tim is an extremely capable 
man who was humbled to his core.  You could say that all 
that was left for him in his most intense season of suffering 
was him and God.  Much was stripped away.  It was 
between him and God…and God’s ministry of reconciliation 
breathed life in Tim.  His character, though tainted, grew 
through this long season of suffering.  How?  He 



 

recognized what he could not control anymore.  He recognized his sins and those he had harmed.  
He sought out those people to try to make amends.  If that’s not character-building, I don’t know what 
is.  Tim has a story to tell.  God has given him a hope and a future.  Despite all the pain and the 
suffering, God is ministering through Tim to reach more people with the good news of Jesus Christ.   
God is speaking through Tim to touch other people’s lives who can relate to what he went through or 
what others went through who were near him. 
 

*I think, if we all think about it, all of us have a story to tell.  Of how pain, loss or suffering, 
touched our lives.  And then, how we saw God at work bringing healing, wholeness, insight, hope, 
perseverance, or character building in the process.  Now it’s just a matter of recognizing God, Jesus, 
in our story, and naming God’s work in our lives. 

 
That’s why small groups are so important.  It’s a safe place where we can be a little vulnerable 

and share such things of faith without having to feel embarrassed or intimidated because we trust that 
people will appreciate that we shared.  When we don’t have a safe venue to share what’s going on in 
our lives and to reflect on how God’s at work, then our faith becomes private and hindered. 
 
If you are in a season of suffering, of pain, …of trial, it may be hard right now to see what God is 
doing and how God is strengthening and shaping you and making you more complete in 
perseverance, character and hope.  Know this, God loves you, RIGHT NOW, amidst your season.  
God opens His arms of comfort and holds you close.  You are loved…no strings attached…like a 
mother holding her child who is weeping…God holds you. 
 
Following Jesus is tough.  The Apostle Paul knew this more than most.  Many of you know this much 
more than I do.  But rather than compare our sufferings, let us instead, surrender it all to the Lord in 
prayer. 
 
Lord, life is difficult, to say the least.  We suffer and often don’t know why.  It’s hard to think that these 
sufferings are for our good, that we may become more complete as human beings through them, that 
we may be strengthened by such perseverance, that our character would build and we would become 
more like you, and that we would grow in hope.  Grant us insight to know and recognize this.  Help us 
to follow you, unswervingly, trading our sorrows for the joy of the Lord, in Jesus’ name, amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Youth “Quake” in Wisconsin Dells, Friday 3/24/17 through Sunday 3/26/17 
 

 
 

Our youth with the amazing Christian Band “Bread of Stone”  
 
 

 
 

Our group praying over the life-saving meals they packaged  
 



 

 

 
 

Our group picture with Wes Halula, the main speaker at this Quake 
 

 
 
 
We thank the Congregation immensely for their support of our fundraising which enables us to 
experience these faith-filled, relationship building, fun events. We had 12 youth from grades 7-12th 
attend with Dave Wiegel, Pastor Tom, and Justine as chaperones. 
  
Quake events give the participants the opportunity to praise & worship God, experience a caring 
community, develop healthy relationships with other youth, attend workshops and discuss issues of 
interest, and package life-saving meals.  
  
The theme for this past Quake was "Found".  Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep from Luke 
15:6b and we also learned about the "Dignity Revolution Challenge"  a bullying prevention program. 
  
  

 


