
Are you coming?  Will you be joining us for worship this coming weekend, Feb. 11
th
 or 

12
th
?  It’s Blessing Sunday and we are going to celebrate!  It will be a 

great brunch to follow worship too.  Sunday school teachers and 

children, you get to eat first, so go run to the front of the line and 

eat and we’ll start Sunday School around 10:45am. 

So, who did you cheer on yesterday?  I usually like the underdog, 

the one who has to dig deep and prepare a plan that stretches 

them into playing better than what they may have been.  Though 

the Falcons knocked off the Vikes in 1998 to go to the Superbowl and got 

bulldozed by the Broncos, it’s about time they win a Superbowl.  Brady and Belichick 

have enough, don’t they?   

Swaziland Team update- Thank you for your generosity in giving extra offerings to 

provide great gifts and blessings to these precious children we will meet in two weeks. 

We are all given the equal 

opportunity to direct our first 

fruits giving directly to God via 

the church.  The vision is that 

we all give a percentage of our 

income from the Lord, whether 

it’s 1%, 2.8% (that’s normal 

among Christians) 3%, 5, 10 or 15%.  This weekend we will place our Estimate of Giving 

Card into a special offering chest as a way to recommit ourselves to the Lord and to St. 

Olaf Lutheran Church in whom we serve together to share God’s love and care for our 

community.   

“Be Weird”  Feb. 5, 2017 at St. Olaf’s 

Our first reading today comes from the Apostle Paul’s letter to the church in Rome: Romans 

12:1-2   It starts with the word, “Therefore”.  And whenever you see a “therefore” in the Bible, 

you need to ask what it’s there for.  It’s there for because this is a most PIVOTAL point in Paul’s 

lengthy letter.  Romans 12:1-2 

“Therefore, I URGE you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to OFFER your bodies as 

a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.  Do not 

conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and 

perfect will.”  Word of God, Word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

Hear Romans 12:1-2 again through the paraphrased version called the Message: 

12 
1-2 

So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life—

your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God… as an 

offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him. Don’t become 



so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your 

attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognize what HE wants from 

you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you, always dragging you down to its 

level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed maturity in you.  

Here ends the reading. 

Now before we read from the prophet Amos, let me clarify this first: a prophet is NOT a 

foreteller who predicts the future, but rather a FORTHteller or messenger speaking the Word of 

the Lord to a contemporary context.  In fact, a prophet sees its current context through the eyes 

of God.  The prophets have a high level of intensity… they are completely INTOLERANT of 

complacency and destructive behavior.  So speaking on behalf of God, they made unabashed 

attempts of critique typically culminating with a word of hope.   

A little about Amos.  Amos does not have the typical credentials for a prophet.  First, he’s from 

another land, from “the south”, accent and all .  Secondly, he’s a herdsman, he’s a blue collar 

guy without a seminary education.  But God sent Amos to the people of the Northern Kingdom 

in prosperous times, to speak a word of truth, in love, to a people lacking focus upon God’s will.  

A reading from the prophet Amos. 

Amos 1:1-2, 5:14-15, 21-24   

The words of Amos, who was among the shepherds of Tekoa, which he saw concerning Israel in 

the days of King Uzziah of Judah and in the days of King Jeroboam son of Joash of Israel, two 

years before the earthquake.   
2
 And he said: The LORD roars from Zion, and utters his voice from Jerusalem; the 

pastures of the shepherds wither, and the top of Carmel dries up.
 

14
 Seek good and not evil, that you may live;  

and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you, just as you have said.   
15

 Hate evil and love good, and establish justice in the gate; it may be that the LORD, the God of 

hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph. 
21

 I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.   
22

 Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them;  

and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will not look upon.   
23

 Take away from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps.   
24

 But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.  

Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God! 

Another Reading from Romans, Paul writes in Romans 15:25-29 about churches with 

resources sharing with others in need.   
25

 At present, however, I am going to Jerusalem in a 

ministry to the saints;  
26

 for Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to share their resources 

with the poor and poor in spirit among the saints at Jerusalem.  
27

 They were pleased to do this, 

and indeed they owe it to them; for if the Gentiles have come to share in their spiritual blessings, 

they ought also to be of service to them in material things.  
28

 So, when I have completed this, 

and have delivered to them what has been collected, I will set out by way of you to Spain;  
29

 and 



I know that when I come to you, I will come in the fullness of the blessing of Christ.  Word of 

God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

Our gospel reading comes from Luke 21:1-6    Jesus looked up and saw rich people putting their 

gifts into the treasury; 
2 

he also saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins. 
3 

He said, 

“Truly I tell you, this poor widow/ has put in more/ than all of them; 
4 

for all of them have 

contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in all she had to live on.”  

5 When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and 

gifts dedicated to God, he said,  6 "As for these things that you see, the days will come when not 

one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down." The Gospel of Our Lord. Thanks 

be to God.  You may be seated. 

As a child growing up, I wanted to fit in.  Was that true for anyone else in this room?  (raise your 

hand please).  I wanted to have the same shoes, clothes, and things that my friends had.  Yes, 

Izod shirts were ‘IN” then, Nike shoes, feathered hair, and eventually the awesome hairstyle 

called “the 

mullet”!…oh yeah.   It made me “normal” and hopefully “cool”.  I did 

not like standing out because then I might be labeled, “Weird”.  

Nobody wanted to be called “weird”.  That would make you… 

different.  But is it always “good” or “best” to BE NORMAL?   

Pr. Craig Groeschel shared a message series entitled: Weird: Because 

Normal Isn’t Working.  Here’s how he summed it up:  Normal people 

are stressed, overwhelmed, and exhausted. Many of their relationships are, at best, strained and, 

in most cases, just surviving. Even though we live in one of the most prosperous places and 

times on earth, normal in America is still living paycheck to paycheck and never getting ahead, 

let alone, giving generously. As Dave Ramsey says, “Normal is Broke!  Don’t be normal .”  

And when it comes to God, the majority of Americans say they believe in God, but the teachings 

of Scripture rarely make it into their everyday lives. Simply put, normal, isn’t working.   

Taking this concept of BEING WEIRD, I’d like to suggest that IF we are MORE THAN 

just “Christians” in name only, but are actually DISCIPLES of Jesus Christ, that is, we actually 

seek to LIVE OUT Jesus’ teaching in our lives, then we WILL BE WEIRD, maybe even 

REALLY weird or at least peculiar .  What Groeschel, Amos, Paul and Jesus are all willing to 

do/ is to say that THE lifestyle God’s people were living during their time, what became 

NORMAL, was not good…it wasn’t working, it wasn’t right ….it was not God’s will for them.  

Today God’s Word proposes that if we follow Jesus, we should be different…weird…not 

normal…in our living and in our giving.  In a moment I will contrast what is NORMAL and 

WHAT Weird should LOOK and FEEL like based on our texts for today. 

But let’s first turn to the prophet Amos.  The prophet Amos entered a context much like our own 

here in Southeastern Wisconsin.  This was a particularly prosperous time for the Northern 

Kingdom.  They are living quite comfortably.  In fact, the people Amos spoke to are complacent 

because they think God has blessed them with such prosperity for themselves.  What was God’s 



reaction to their lifestyle?  He was disgusted.  Amos was sent precisely to confront them of their 

selfish ways.  To call them back to seeking God.  Sure, they did their rituals, had their festivals 

and parties, like showing up on Christmas and Easter, and did the offering thing but THEIR 

hearts were NOT turned towards God.  They did not offer THEMSELVES as living sacrifices in 

giving their resources and hands of service to the poor and poor in spirit, to the oppressed, the 

outsider, the vulnerable, and the lost.  Instead, they spent it all on themselves…their parties, 

festivals, and celebrations.  Their worship was hollow and rituals empty.  In short, they were 

selfish and neglected to care for their community. 

So, what was their normal?  People were living the high life selfishly for themselves, while 

neglecting to care for those in need.  The Northern Kingdom back then sounds a little like the 

North American Kingdom today, don’t you think?    Before we go there, what did the Apostle 

Paul tell the church people in Rome again? 

“12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy, meaning “set apart” and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper 

worship.  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, 

pleasing and perfect will.” 

So I must ask, Are you normal?... or…are you weird?  [arms outstretched]  Where do you lean 

on the spectrum?  Towards the norm, towards the pattern of this world, or towards being Weird, 

transformed and testing out God’s will?  Are you stingy or Or are you uncommonly, even 

outrageously generous/ with all you’ve been given? 

 

Let’s look at what’s NORMAL in our context  
NORMAL              or                    WEIRD 
 
  The World’s Way                         God’s Way 

• Seek wealth                        Seek God- building His kingdom, not your own 
• Live comfortably                Live Simply & give ourselves away 
• Independent                       Depend on God 
• Be Self Sufficient                Depend on God-put our trust in Him not in ourself 
• My abilities                         God given gifts 
• Pride & Success                  in Humility God bears much fruit through us 
• Money is the Way              Jesus is the way, the truth and the life 
• Selfish & stingy                   Generous 
• Store and keep                   Share with those in need 
• Care just for yourself        Care for others 

 

SEE, as an American, our identity is often based on what we have, so we buy more, better, even 

bigger stuff.  Our Christian identity however, according to God, in stark contrast, is rather based 

on what we give.  Our checkbook and credit card bill and planner reflects our faith and how 

God’s priorities rank in our lives.  Are you normal, spending most of it on YOU, or are you 

WEIRD, giving your life away for the sake of the gospel of Jesus Christ? 



God sent prophets, apostles, pastors and teachers to correct His people, to get them back on 

track.  Obviously, I’m here to stretch us today, both you and myself because… I’m just like you.  

But imagine this, what would Amos or Paul or Jesus say to St. Olaf Lutheran Church today?   

If it were Amos, MAYBE he’d say similar words like this, “The Lord DESPISES your selfish 

ways, the wealth you hoard, the comfortable life you seek.”  Paul may be a bit gentler, so I think 

these three sentences would be softer: 

Brothers and sisters of St. Olaf Lutheran Church…you are BLESSED.  You have been given 

much, so you have ALOT to give, ALOT you can share.  So you have been blessed to be a 

blessing.  Therefore, the Lord says don’t hold back in giving more to extend my love to the 

world.   

God knows who gives sacrificially among us.  God knows who gets it.  God knows who have 

given their lives to the Lord.  God knows those who intentionally direct their resources in God 

honoring ways.  They don’t throw in their small bills or loose change in the plate.  Rather, they 

are typically the ones who first set aside a specific percentage or amount of their income to the 

Lord when the paycheck comes in.  We call that FIRST FRUITS giving, because that amount, 

that percentage, right off the top goes to God via the church.  These folks give regularly, whether 

weekly, monthly or quarterly.  They are INTENTIONAL in giving.  Yes, they are WEIRD.  And 

it’s GOOD to be Weird.  Like it’s hip to be square . 

So, what’s normal giving then?  Normal in Wisconsin? 

According to the Chronicle of Philanthropy, of 50 states, Wisconsin ranks near the bottom at 44th, just 

above 6 New England states, in their generosity, by giving just 3.4% of their income to charity.  So, what 

is normal in Wisconsin…is not good.  What’s the #1 state?  Utah.  Why?  Mormons are disciplined, they 

really practice their faith.  They give on average 10.6% of their income away.  Mormons also live fairly 

simply, less stuff.  We can learn from them can’t we? 

On average, Christians give 2.8% of their income to their church.  The typical income of the U.S. is around 
$55,000 and if they gave what is NORMAL, 2.8% of $55,000= $1540; at 5% is $2750, and 10% at $5500. 
  In the U.S. the median household income in Wisconsin is $51,467.   The median household income in our 
area is around $67,000-$77,000. 

Where do you fall?  Normal, below normal, or are you a bit weird?   

 It’s the percentage, how much of God’s resources do we return to the mission of God’s church.  Let’s say 

you give $2000.   Is that 2, 3, 5 or 10 percent of your income?  Is it easy to give that amount or is it 

sacrificial?  The widow gave it all, all that she had.  The Pharisees, comfortably out of their abundance.   

Of course, we don’t know the percentage of people’s income but several of our faithful members likely 

give 5, 10, maybe even 15% of their income to this church.  I’m proud to say, we’ve got some really 

WEIRD people here, they really GIVE as God would have them give.  You ain’t normal folks, thank 

God!  That’s what God is talking about!  You get it, that everything we have belongs to God, and we are 

simply managers of it to use it to expand the kingdom of God.  The critical question today is this: what 

amount, what percentage will you give to God’s church so collectively we can make a GREATER impact 

for the kingdom of God together?   

 



For some, this ladder visual will help you best.  One, you may not be 

giving at all right now. That’s simply where you are at.  The next step 

would be…to give something, anything.  Just give. 

Some give just when they show up, however frequent, sporadic or rare 

this is.  But maybe you now realize that you are a part of something 

bigger than a moment in worship.  That you are a part of God’s Christian 

community that happens to be named St. Olaf’s Lutheran located in the 

boonies near Alderly 😊.  And you want to be a part of this community and join in the fun and significant 

work of God that changes lives.  So you say now, I’m ALL IN.  I’m going to contribute regularly.  By check, 

debit, Simply Giving, whatever, but you decide you are going to be faithful, dependable in your giving.  

Others of you know the percent of your income and you decide to increase it from 5% to 6% this year.  

Way to go! 

On your left you see the statistics of All Saints 

Lutheran in Wales.  Like us, they had been living on 

the edge to make good on their commitments to 

their ministry plan and benevolences to bless their 

community with service and gifts.   It’s the last 3 

years when people realized how poor their giving 

was.  Yes, Wales has a higher median household 

income than Toland corners and beyond, but it’s not 

that far off.  This is what St. Olaf’s could be as we 

grow in maturity in faith in Christ.   

It’s all choices.  How will we direct what we have 

received as a gift from God.  Still others of you know 

what you give and would like to take the next step to raise your regular giving up.  You may sacrifice a 

dinner out here and then, or cable TV or simplify the expensive vacation even, because you know the 

Lord’s work is more important than all the extras of life.  That’s what we’re talking.  Thinking 

intentionally about how we may give generously. 

  Your offerings could be $100/wk considering where you and I live and the resources we have at 

our disposal.  That’s what the Pietz household commits to based on our income right around $54,000.  It 

would be easy to spend most of these resources on ourselves rather than share it to bless the world 

through our local church. But just like the Macedonian and Achaian churches pooled their resources to 

help out the struggling church in Jerusalem, so does St. Olaf, with its many beneficiaries.  

      I also realize that some are struggling financially due to underemployment or unemployment, a 

health crisis, divorce and other scenarios, so there is grace.  But most of us have the resources to 

give.  Again, what we give reflects the depth of our faith and our heart turn towards God.  God knows 

our heart for him & God knows what we spend our money on. 

 Pastor Bill Hybels always says, “The local church is the hope of the world.”  St. Olaf 

Lutheran is THE hope of our greater Toland area, Milwaukee, Swaziland and many more places.  

So, there are usually a few things behind people’s lack of generous giving: 



First, some need to get their households together better.  Some of us could use a refresher 

course on finances.  My dad taught me to work hard, save, and live under my means.  All 

my siblings have done that well.  But it took my father-in-law to help Kris and I at the 

beginning our marriage how to escrow and prepare for house and car repairs and to save 

for the long-term.  Dave Ramsey, the guy on 

the radio, has an outstanding course I’ve been 

through a few times called Financial Peace 

University.  Several courses are offered in our 

area and we hope to offer one here in 2017.  

Whether you want to strengthen what you 

know and learn more or if you need some real 

help, this is for you.  Once we have our 

household in better order, we can live in peace and give more freely away what God has 

already blessed us with. 

Secondly, some are just not very connected to God 

and the church.  We all need to grow in faith as 

disciples of Jesus Christ.  Rick Warren’s illustration 

in the Purpose Driven Church demonstrates this 

well:  How much have we made God the center of 

our life?  It starts with a regular rhythm of worship. 

Does God make it on the list of priorities for the 

week or month?  Let’s gather to praise God, learn 

from God’s wisdom and way, and to be strengthened 

in Christian community through weekly worship.  But it goes further…we need friends in 

Christ, people we can rely on, people who really know us, and that takes time, it takes the 

investment of getting together on a regular basis…most often through a small group.   

During Lent, starting March 5
th

, we will begin a 6 week series 

entitled The Easter Experience.  We hope you’ll join a group at 

a day, time and place that works for you.  No worries if you 

can’t make it consistently, come when you can, but I can tell 

you this, you WILL BE blessed, you WILL make friends, you 

WILL grow in your faith.   

So why does our giving matter?  St. Olaf’s, God TOTALLY 

DELIGHTS in the way WE are doing justice, loving 

mercy, and walking humbly with our God. I am so 

delighted by our generous giving to those in need.  It’s 

amazing what a church can do collectively together, 

versus, as separate individuals or households not doing 

life together like a church does. 



Our benevolence to the ELCA is significant and as you may know, these resources mobilize 

people on the frontlines of disaster response and Lutheran World Relief who are often the first to 

arrive in a crisis situation and the last to leave (look at all we do because of the resources we 

pool together as brothers and sisters in Christ!).  We contribute significantly to World Hunger, 

the Hope Center, Ashippun Food Pantry, Children’s Cup in Swaziland, Outreach for Hope, 

scholarships for our college students, and a host of other outreaches that truly touch and 

transform lives.   

What moves me most about St. Olaf’s is our amazingly 

impactful generosity to the poor and poor in Spirit we 

touched through A Child’s Smile.  Folks, this was a 

BIG deal!  You helped this become a reality, by our 

relationship of mutual consolation and the sharing of 

your insights and resources just like the church in 

Macedonia did for a neighboring church in need.  

Folks, this wouldn’t have happened without your 

generosity.  Your giving matters!   Isn’t that 

satisfying?!  God has given you abundance to bless 

others.  Aren’t we blessed?  So richly and abundantly blessed, to be a blessing!   

You get it!  You are WEIRD St. Olaf’s Lutheran church!  Keep expanding the kingdom of God! 
  

Yes, Amos, Paul, and God would say, 

“PEOPLE OF GOD, you are a VIBRANT, 

Faithfilled CHURCH…you love the Lord, 

you are doing justice, loving mercy, walking 

humbly with God…keep it going!”  

   

 

So, today, as you contemplate your estimate in 

giving to turn in NEXT weekend on Blessing 

Sunday, if you haven’t done this before, BE 

WEIRD, by sitting down with your whole family to 

discuss your household budget and what would be 

fair and right to honor the 

Lord as a first fruits 

offering.  Next week we will give it to God. 



And of all things, Don’t be normal, do not conform any longer to the 

pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind….in 2 words, BE WEIRD…cheerfully GIVE generously because 

YOU HAVE BEEN BLESSED, what for?  To be a blessing!  Amen?!  

Amen!   

For our reflection today I’d like us to recognize that everything in this 

world is our heavenly father’s world.  We are its caretakers.  We are sent 

out to share God’s love and care for our community…whether we live in 

London, Africa, Nashville or Hartford.  But ultimately, the song reminds 

us, “it’s all yours Lord!!” 

 


