
Here is the Lake Country Cluster of 

pastors and rostered leaders from 

Ashippun, to Ixonia, to Oconomowoc, 

Palmyra, Delafield, Pewaukee, Stone 

Bank, & Wales.  We are the most 

active Cluster of pastors in the Greater 

Milwaukee Synod.  My friend, Pastor 

Lindsay Jordan and I will be serving as 

our Deans in 2017.  Keep us leaders in 

your prayers.  We have one young 

pastor who is moving on from her 

congregation due to church conflict.  She was a great pastor and I am sad to lose her, but she’ll 

be going to the Promised Land, specifically Duluth, MinnesOta, as her husband received a 

pastoral call there. 

 

 

Come join us on any Tuesday at 7:30am in the comfy corner by the coffee nook at church.  We 

all check in briefly with a high or low in our life, then we dig into a topic or specific scripture 

passage, and then close in prayer, all in 1 hour.  Come a little early to get you coffee (a variety 

from Starbucks to Caribou to Meru and more!) out of our new Keurig Coffee Maker.  Come 

when you can, come as you are. 

This Saturday, Jan. 14th, we will gather for a hearty breakfast at 8:00am the Fellowship Room 

and invest the morning in dreaming about what God can do through St. Olaf’s so that we may 

grow ourselves deeper spiritually and wider in showing God’s love and caring for our 

community.  We need YOUR input.  We will explore The Eight Quality Characteristics of a 

Healthy/Growing Church: 1. Empowering Leadership, 2. Loving Relationships, 3. Need-oriented 

Evangelism, 4. Holistic Small Groups, 5. Inspiring Worship Services, 6. Gift-oriented Ministry, 7. 

Passionate Spirituality, 8. Functional Structures, to name our strengths, identify our growth 

areas, explore potential core values, develop SMART goals, and create a vision that excites us to 

be God’s church called St. Olaf Lutheran.  Will you consider joining us?  Even for an hour or 

two?  Your contributions matter. 



Blessings Sunday is Coming!     

 

 

Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical perspective 

do not view the money Christians give to their church merely as a way to pay 

its bills. Rather, such congregations see financial contributions as a way to help 

people grow spiritually in their relationship with God by supporting their 

church’s mission and ministry with a percentage of their incomes. 

 

Our congregation’s Finance and Stewardship committees have selected the Blessings Sunday 

Stewardship Program as a way to teach the biblical and spiritual principles of generous giving in 

our stewardship education emphasis this year. 

 

Blessings Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to give for his or her 

own spiritual development, rather than on the need of the church to receive. Instead of treating 

people like members of a social club who should pay dues, we will treat people like followers of 

Jesus Christ who want to give unselfishly as an act of discipleship. Blessings Sunday encourages 

people toward proportionate and systematic giving in response to the question, “What 

percentage of my income is God calling me to give?”  

 

During morning worship on Blessings Sunday, February 12, 2017, we are asking our attendees 

and members to make their financial commitments to our church’s mission, outreaches, and faith 

formation ministries to love and serve our community, state, nation and world. 

  

Every attendee and member who completes an Estimate of Giving Card does so voluntarily by 

attending morning worship on Blessings Sunday. We urge people to attend who feel strongly 

opposed to completing a card. The procedure is done in such a way that no one feels personal 

embarrassment if he or she chooses not to fill out a card. 

 

We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete cards. During morning worship, our 

guest leader will conduct a brief period of instruction and inspiration, climaxed by members 

making their commitments as a confidential act of worship. 

 

We will encourage participation in Blessings Sunday events through the Blessings Sunday team 

and Council members. Since we will make no follow-up visits to ask people to complete their 

cards, we will make every effort to inform, inspire, and commit everyone to attend the Blessings 

Sunday worship.  Following worship will be a free scrumptious brunch .   

 

Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in Blessings Sunday events. 

 

George Monis 

Council President 

 

 



 

 
 

Feel free to put this link of the Jordan river visual/sound to give you the 

context of the message 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=jordan+river+sounds&&view=detail&mid=11E3D

2B593254B1295EA11E3D2B593254B1295EA&FORM=VRDGAR  

I took the children on a hike around the sanctuary and then down to the river 

to wade through and discuss what John the Baptist was doing and ultimately 

his role to anoint his cousin Jesus in his ministry. 

Then we sang “I’ve Got Peace Like a River” which we concluded the 

service with later. 

Who is Matthew?- Tax collector, He was a 

man who was despised by the Romans 

because he was a Jew and despised and 

rejected by Jews because he was 

considered a traitor. Not allowed to 

worship God or present sacrifices for 

forgiveness of sin. He was considered 

worse than a Gentile or a dog. That is why 

‘publicans and harlots’ and ‘publicans and 

sinners’ are always grouped together. 

      Was he an unusual pick for a gospel 

writer?  Hmmm, maybe God knew what He 

was doing.  Actually, Matthew is a great choice.  He’s a details man.  As a 

tax collector, Matthew was a man accustomed to writing, making records 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=jordan+river+sounds&&view=detail&mid=11E3D2B593254B1295EA11E3D2B593254B1295EA&FORM=VRDGAR
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=jordan+river+sounds&&view=detail&mid=11E3D2B593254B1295EA11E3D2B593254B1295EA&FORM=VRDGAR


and keeping accounts.  So, his crafting of the gospel had rhyme and reason 

and skill to get a point across.  Way to go Matthew! 

The Gospel according to Matthew is considered the most important 

book of the New Testament for its content and arrangement of its material. 

This Gospel has been carefully artistically arranged. It is considered the 

most authoritative account of the life of Jesus Christ and serves as the 

fundamental document of the Christian religion. It is clearly the work of a 

skilled literary artist and teacher.  

All year long we will dwell in the gospel of Matthew.  In fact, if you 

are a disciple, which means student, then it would be wise and beneficial for 

ALL OF US to start reading the Gospel of Matthew TODAY.  The more you 

read it, the better you will understand God’s Word as we hear it proclaimed 

week to week and in your small group (mention…tangent!) 

If you don’t have your Bible handy at home, take the one your holding 

with you back home .  [I walked briefly through chapters 1-3] Let’s turn 

to Matthew, chapter 3, verses 13-17.  

So, all sorts of people were leaving Jerusalem to walk down to the river to 

pray.  It’s as if they were saying, “Let’s go 

down, come on down”.  John had been 

baptizing people, but first calling them to 

repent, that is, to turn from their lost ways, their 

sinful lives, lives of greed, lust, envy, 

violence….but why would Jesus come down to the river to pray?   

That very day, that moment in time, would be 

where Jesus’ cousin, John, would inaugurate or 

anoint Jesus’ public ministry which would not 

begin until his battle with Satan in the 

wilderness.  As much as John would say he 

should reverse roles, it was the Heavenly 

Father who made known the relationship 

between Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in this 

most significant moment.  John knew his 

place…he was to prepare the way for the Messiah, the Christ, the very Son 

of God!   



Where are you at?  WHO IS JESUS TO YOU?  Is He your savior?  Does it 

really matter to you that He died FOR YOU???  That God came to YOU, in 

human form, to die in your place, to take away your sins, nail them to the cross 

through this sacrificial lamb, Jesus, so that you may be FORGIVEN for all you 

have done that has dissed God and others?  Does the peace, freedom, hope, and 

joy that comes in the here and now and for eternity MATTER to you?  If not, 

let’s get together.  You are missing out on something so GREAT, I hate for you 

to miss another day. 

See when people recognize the incredible, unconditional love of God in their life in 

which they are judged no more because Jesus took on our judgement, he was put 

on trial, sentenced, and put to death IN OUR PLACE.  That’s GOOD news!  Has 

the Holy Spirit revealed that truth, that incredible news to you that you have 

embraced it, confessed Jesus as the one who saved you and the one you seek to 

follow and emulate as your master or Lord?      

 That’s when God transforms you, making YOU more like Jesus through the 

power and work of the Holy Spirit. That’s what we are talking about these next 

several weeks with our series entitled, “Confessions & Conversions”. 

We have our Olivet Nazarene College student, Kayla Krassman, who has such a 

faith transformation story she is going to briefly with us now.  If you didn’t come 

yesterday, join us this coming Sunday as she shares more about the major issue of 

justice on human trafficking, between services. 


