
Are you closer to the sunrise or the sunset of your life?  For many of us, 

our time on earth is shorter than the years we have lived.  The last 

couple of days I have had a few precious moments with Sharon Johnson 

who is in hospice. She’s at peace and is ready to go to her heavenly 

home.  She’s looking forward to being with the community of saints that 

have gone before her.  Soon her ship will come into port and be retired.   

    For those of us still sailing, how is the wind in your sail?  Do you sense the Holy Spirit filling your 

sail with the joy, hope, and abundance that leads to exciting adventures to special places and people?  

This past week God filled my sails with great gusts, leading me to new people, special conversations, 

and beautiful places.  I’m not just talking Florida, but the contexts in which the mutual consolation of 

saints took place among us as pastors for our Continuing Education event called Leading Well.  I 

learned SO much, have crafted a ton of personal goals and ministry goals…so watch out!  I also 

learned that I’m a “Performer” which means, I like to get er done!  Don’t worry, I only go as fast as 

the team discerns together. 

In just over two weeks we are sending a team of 10 adults of St. Olaf’s to serve 

with missionary Carol Leair who serves with Children’s Cup.

 

 
    Many of the children we will be caring for, playing with, and serving are children orphaned by 

HIV/AIDS that infected their parents and killed them and possibly infected them as well.  Each 

generation as it ages is more infected than the next.  Those 24-29, over 45% and HIV positive.  There 

could come a day when this country may no longer exist.  Pray for the people of Swaziland.  Pray for 

good choices (abstinence), for abuse and cultural patterns would subside. 

    Finally, I hope you’ll be in worship the next two weeks.  I have a special message on Feb. 4-5, and 

so will our guest preacher, Pastor Jim Stein, on Feb. 11-12
th
.  Remember to RSVP for the scrumptious 

brunch that day as well.  If you are having surgery or need some pastoral care, don’t hesitate to call or 

text me at 262-490-4057 (put my number in your phone).  God bless your day, Pastor Tom 


