
Pastor Tom’s Small Groups on Tuesdays at 7:00am & 8:00am 

Folks, life is short.  We don’t know how long we are going to live.  Let’s grow deeper in 

our faith together.  So, will you seize the day, carpe diem, and join me for a small group 

on Tuesday mornings, either at 7:00am for those who need to go off to work or get on 

with their day, or at 8:00am?  We will meet where the comfy couches are right by the 

coffee fellowship area outside the sanctuary.  The Keurig Coffee Maker will be on with a 

variety of choices.  Bring your Bible and let’s get more acquainted.  Oh, come when you 

can, maybe just try it out and see what it’s like.  We will study key passages from 

worship, reflect on the message, or explore particular topics.  I start with us just sharing 

any highs or lows from the week which is just optional.   

 

“Let’s Dream Together” Saturday, January 14
th
 8:00am-Noon 

We’ve got a great church, don’t we?  God has much more in store for us, so let’s dream 

together the possibilities!  Come join us for a hearty breakfast and let’s dig into what our 

mission, vision, value and goals could be for 2017 and years to come. All are welcome! 

 

Check out the message below, it’s a unique one  

Matthew 2:13-21  The Escape to Egypt 

13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get 

up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I 

tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” 

14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 
15 where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had 

said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”[c] 

16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, 

and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two 

years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 
17 Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 

18 “A voice is heard in Ramah, 

    weeping and great mourning, 

Rachel weeping for her children 

    and refusing to be comforted, 

    because they are no more.”[d] 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23185c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23188d


The Return to Nazareth 

19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 
20 and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for 

those who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.” 

21 So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 

 

One Year To Live 

Had you ever realized that Jesus’ parents, Mary & 

Joseph, made a bold decision to leave Israel and travel to 

Egypt in order to avoid Herod’s anger?  Did you think 

that there was a risk in traveling and starting all over in a 

foreign land, and a land in which their ancestors were 

treated poorly as slaves?  The whole direction of their life 

changed when they got the news that death would be impending.   

Most of us don’t have a clue how long we will 

live on this earth.  But Anthony Burgess was 40 

years old when he learned that he had only one 

year to live. He had a brain tumor that would 

kill him within a year. He knew he had a battle 

on his hands. He was completely broke at the 

time, and he didn't have anything to leave 

behind for his wife, Lynne, soon to be a widow. 

Burgess had never been a professional novelist in the past, but he always knew the 

potential was inside him to be a writer. So, for the sole purpose of leaving royalties 

behind for his wife, he put a piece of paper into a typewriter and began writing. He 

had no certainty that he would even be published, but he couldn't think of anything 

else to do. 

"It was January of 1960," Burgess said, "and according to the prognosis, I had a 

winter and spring and summer to live through, and would die with the fail of the 

leaf." 

In that time Burgess wrote energetically, finishing five and a half novels before the 

year was through. 



 

But Burgess did not die! His cancer had gone into remission and then disappeared 

altogether. In his long and full life as a novelist he wrote more than 70 books, but 

without the death sentence from cancer, he may not have written at all. 

Many of us are like Anthony Burgess, hiding greatness inside, waiting for some 

external emergency to bring it out.  

Ask yourself what you'd do if you had Anthony Burgess's 

original predicament. " If I had just a year to live, how 

would I live differently? What exactly would I do?" 

One thing I often say is “Every day is a gift, and this could 

be our last.”  We really don’t know what tomorrow will 

bring.  We assume we’ll live a good long life, expecting to 

live possibly into our 80’s or longer.  Some of my parent’s siblings saw their 80’s, 

even 90’s, and others fell way short.  Think of those around you who may have lost 

a child, sibling, parent, or other loved one WAY too early in life.  There’s no 

guarantee. 

Now, some of you will check out, go to sleep, daydream, or go on a tangent in your 

mind as I speak this morning.  I know, it’s amazing what I can see from up front 

here .  But today, I’m asking you to check in and stay focused on this key 

message today.  So, I’m going to say something that is funny but also so true. 

There are those who MAKE THINGS HAPPEN.  Raise your 

hand if you are one of those people.  And there are those 

who WATCH things happen.  Any followers or onlookers 

out there?  And finally, there are those who wonder, What 

happened?  Today, I can only pray, that you respond in some 

way with action to this message.  Like Burgess who felt the 

urgent need “to do something” so that his wife wouldn’t 

remain broke and in poverty, may you feel the URGENT 

need to DO something following this message.  God may 

have something amazing for you if you do.  Remember though, you only have a 

year, so don’t let a day go by wasted.  So TODAY, go home and… 



1. Find your sacred space or 

chair to be still for an hour or two 

without interruption. Some of you 

were faithful in this request months 

ago. Who were the faithful ones who 

found a chair or space where you pray 

and have solitude?  Can you all do 

that?  Where will you be still for an 

hour or two?  

2. Pray, pray, pray!  Pray for…discernment, 

wisdom, creativity, intervention, focus, ideas, 

follow-through…turn to the Lord in prayer 

CONSTANTLY through this whole process and 

this whole year.  Use Proverbs 3:5&6 as your 

guide: “Trust in the Lord with all of your heart, 

and lean not on your own understanding.  

Acknowledge the Lord in all of your ways and He will make your paths 

straight.”  Let this time be God inspired.  Therefore, 

3. Have your Bible handy or 

computer to search for Biblical 

passages in this process. 

Jeremiah the prophet spoke these 

words on behalf of God, from 

Jeremiah 29:11 

11 
For I know the plans I have for you,” 

declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you 

and not to harm you, plans to give you 

hope and a future.   Yes, that’s God’s 

desire to make you thrive.  And God is counting on you to engage yourself in the 

abundant life He’s given you.  

One way to reflect on your life is to evaluate your life, answer questions, create 

goals and a vision.  

 Mission: state your purpose in life in one sentence…YES, one sentence…brief and 

memorable, like St. Olaf’s mission statement is what?  “Sharing God’s Love, Caring 

for Community”. 



 Vision: Is the big picture narrative that shapes how you live.  This could be a 

paragraph or multiple pages. 

 Values: what specific core values drive who you are and what you do?  In 

some ways it’s character traits.  What do you want to be known for?  A 

legacy of example you leave behind.  Narrow it down to about 5 core 

values.  

 Goals: what plans, intentions, actions will you live out during your last days? 

 Celebration of Life Service 

 Key Scriptures 

 Hymns/songs/style 

 Theme? 

 Food & drink 

 How to get the word out and invite people 

 Communication of life/God story 

 

1. Plan your funeral called a “Celebration of Life” service. My mom planned hers out 

years before she passed; make it a party…think about the food and festivities, the 

party music; will people be at peace at your funeral knowing for sure that you 

loved the Lord, you were a follower of Jesus Christ and believed that he was the 

messiah, the son of God? [See sheet attached if this interests you, several in the 

congregation have done so already.] 

2. Legacy- how will people remember you?  When people share stories about you, 

what will they say? 

3. Now, let’s say you have much longer to live (though you don’t know), will you 

LIVE out these things now or just let them fall by the wayside? 

Here’s my summary.  It took me 5 minutes to write out…why so quickly you may ask?  

What you see here has developed over the last 12 years specifically.  The mission 

statement is what I crafted for my doctoral dissertation.  So, it has shaped my ministry 

focus and purpose in life.  I write a letter each year to my children and wife at the turn 

of the year to tell them how much I love them and how proud of them I am. 

The apostle Paul wrote letters all the time to his partners in ministry and to his churches.  

He built them up and addressed their issues.  Paul knew his purpose in life…to share the 

gospel of Jesus Christ with everyone and to go make disciples of all nations.  He also 

knew his life may be short, so every day had a purpose. 

 Mission statement: To make, mature, and mobilize apostolic disciples for 

mission. 

 Core Values: 1) Joyful hospitality; 2) Passionate Spirituality; 3) Empowering 

Leadership; 4) Loving husband and father; 5) Outrageous Generosity 

 One Year Goals: One weekend/week with each family member (and nuclear 

family + extended family) to be clear about my love for them and to 

encourage; set up days or luncheons with friends throughout the country 



 Legacy: Love of God and love of people passed on from generation to 

generation 

Celebration of Life Service: Scriptures: John 15; Phil. 2:1-11; Acts 2:42-47 

 Music: choir singing “I’ll Fly Away”; bluegrass; favorite musician 

friends; “How Great is our God” 

 Food: all out celebration; mashed potatoes, gravy, 3 kinds of 

hot meats, hot vegetables, a huge variety of beverages, various 

pies and ice cream 

 Humor, images/slides, point to Jesus, less about me 

 [Planning instructions follows message] If you are really serious and adventurous, 

come join me for hot coffee or tea at 7:00am or 8:00am on Tuesday morning 

near the fellowship center.  I will walk us through a conversation about this.  Truly 

seize the moment…God is up to something in your life…listen to Him.  Let us 

pray:  O Lord God, every day is truly a gift from you.  Help us recognize that.  

Speak to us Lord in our quiet time, in our chair today or this week.  Help us focus 

in on the assignment given while letting your Holy Spirit lead us.  Move us to 

action, to live out the abundant life you have called us to live.  We are each 

unique, so make it known to us how we are to live to love and honor You Lord 

and our neighbor as ourselves, in Jesus’ name, amen. 

 

 

Pre- Planning of “Celebration of Life Service”  (Funeral) 

LOCATION  Ideal Location:                              Alternate Location:              

OFFICIANT Religious leaders will typically lead the service at a religious place of 

worship. If you're having the service at another location, you can choose whoever you’d 

like to officiate the service.  Name of officiant:                            

If this person isn’t available, my alternate officiant is:        

PALLBEARERS It’s customary to name six pallbearers. Anyone who isn’t physically 

capable of carrying the weight of a casket can be made “honorary pallbearers” and walk 

beside or behind the casket.  Choose pallbearers to carry or escort the casket   

Name:       Name:        Name:         

Name:        Name:       Name:      

  

EULOGIES Family members, friends, clergy, and/or funeral conductors often give 

eulogies.  Choose people to deliver eulogies Name/Info:         

 Name/Info:         Name/Info:          

  



READINGS & PRAYERS If the service is religious there may be traditional prayers or 

hymns that should be read.  Choose people to deliver readings or prayers at the service 

Name/Reading:          

Name/Reading:          

Name/Reading:          

  

SONGS & MUSIC  Songs, hymns, and other music you'd like played at your service  

  

             

  

CHARITABLE DONATIONS  I would like people to honor my memory by making a 

donation to one of the charity organizations that has meant a lot to me:  

Charity:           Charity:           Charity:          

  

ATTENDEES  I want to be sure that the following groups, organizations, and clubs will be 

notified of and invited to my funeral or memorial service (such as veterans’ groups, 

alumni associations, sports or hobby clubs, etc.):  

Group/Contact Info:           Group/Contact Info:           Group/Contact Info:          

  

 I want to be sure that the following people, whom my family may not know, will be 

notified of and invited to my funeral or memorial service:  

Name/Contact:          Name/Contact:          Name/Contact:        

Name/Contact:          Name/Contact:         

  

 


