
Pastor’s Note 
A weekly letter from Pr. Tom Pietz, St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 
 

 

What a weekend! 

First, Saturday evening 

was Lasertag with our 

youth…we played 

dodgeball on 

trampolines, played 

mission impossible via 

lasertag, played 

“Guitar Hero” game- 

I’m hooked, and ate 

way too much   

   pizza . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Secondly, thanks for the twenty-something people who came out for breakfast and in 

helping St. Olaf’s explore and evaluate the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and 

threats related to the below: 

 

8 Quality Characteristics of a Healthy Church 
 

Every church has leadership, but the key thing that makes it grow/mature, is to ask if the leadership is 
empowering?  Hence, it’s about the adjective describing the noun. 
Below are the major themes related to each quality characteristic addressed by the survey in 
determining its overall strength and health.  



Empowering Leadership - 1) match of pastor/congregation; 2) delegation/sharing of ministry;  
3) leadership through vision; 4) leading change. 
 
Gift-Oriented Ministry - 1) understanding your spiritual gifts; 2) matching gifts to task; 3) coaching, 
training, supporting; 4) significance of service.  [i.e. Equipping Ministry-Sue Mallory; Network; etc.]  
 
Passionate Spirituality - 1) personal spiritual disciplines; 2) corporate spiritual disciplines;  
3) contagious faith; 4) tithing; 5) degree to which faith guides decisions are made; 6) personal 
relationship with Jesus. 
 
Functional Structures - 1) org structures and systems; 2) leadership oversight; 3) vision, goals and 
planning; 4) creativity and managing change. 
 
Inspiring Worship - 1) feeling inspired; 2) worship planning; 3) visitor friendly; 4) care for children;  
5) God centered, celebrative and contemplative music; 6) life-transforming preaching. 
 
Holistic Small Groups - 1) spiritually oriented; 2) developing relationships/authentic community;  
3) member participation; 4) guest sensitive; 5) multiplication. 
 
Need-Oriented [Contextual] Evangelism - 1) personal; 2) corporate; 3) seeker aware;  
4) assimilation; 5) service outreach  
 
Loving Relationships - 1) joy & trust; 2) interdependence; 3) affirmation/encouragement;   
4) conflict resolution. 

 
We began a process of developing about 6 Core Values that we will involve you in 
soon through a Survey Monkey invite.  Goals are being formed to help us take action 
on what we see as the most important things we can be doing to help us serve you, 
one another, and our community/world the best we can in Jesus’ name. 
Brothers and sisters in Christ, St. Olaf’s totally rocks!  God is doing amazing things in 
and through us.  I can’t wait to see what unfolds in 2017 and beyond!!! 
 
Jan. 14/15 Confession of Peter  Acts 4:8-13; 1 Cor. 10:1-5 Matt. 16:13-19  

Matthew 16:13-19  Peter’s Declaration about Jesus 

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the 
Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 Jesus 
said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah,[a] the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are 
you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 
Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter,[b] and on this rock[c] I will build my 
church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give you the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”  The gospel of our Lord.  
THANKS BE TO GOD. Be seated. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt.+16%3A13-19&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23689a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt.+16%3A13-19&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23691b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matt.+16%3A13-19&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23691c


Okay folks, you are blessed today, I was told to keep it to 5 minutes…can I hear a 
woohoo or amen!  Can’t hear you .  We have a brief semi-annual meeting to update 
you on a few matters, so worship will, God willing, end a little earlier today. 
 
Our theme during these weeks of this church season called Epiphany is entitled  

“Confessions and Conversions” 
We just heard that great question by Jesus, “But who do YOU say that I am?” Who is 
Jesus to you?  A prophet like Jeremiah or Elijah?  That’s what Muslims would say 
about Jesus.  Is Jesus just a great teacher or healer?  Or was he a bit off his rocker…a 
lunatic perhaps? As Josh McDowell wrote in his short but sweet book, “More Than a 
Carpenter” (have handy), either Jesus is a liar, a lunatic or Lord. 
 
For Jewish people who were astute in the scriptures and anticipating a messiah figure 
like Peter and the disciples, this was a pivotal moment in all of scripture in which one 
from Jesus’ inner-circle or leadership team, confessed publicly that their rabbi teacher, 
Jesus, was indeed the ONE his ancestors have been waiting for, for 100’s of years. 
 
What is THE MESSIAH?  Messiah is the Hebrew term, whereas in Greek, he’s called 
The Christ (the Messiah) , same thing.  These two terms mean the promised deliverer 
of the Jewish nation prophesied in the Hebrew Bible.  Hundreds and even thousands 
of years BEFORE Jesus was born in Bethlehem, the Old Testament Prophets 
predicted His coming. Their predictions were not just general ones that "a Messiah, or 
Savior, will come" etc., but these are SPECIFIC prophecies about places, times and 
events that have been fulfilled in only ONE person who has ever lived--JESUS of 
Nazareth! Briefly, I will name, but a few, of the over 300 fulfilled prophecies of the 
messiah, Jesus. 

The Messiah’s BIRTH 

The PROPHECY was: that Nearly 750 years before Christ's birth, the Old 

Testament Prophet Isaiah prophesied: "The Lord Himself shall give you a sign; 

Behold, a VIRGIN shall CONCEIVE, and bear a SON, and shall call His name 

Immanuel."--Isaiah 7:14. 

How was this prophesy fulfilled?: In exact FULFILLMENT of this prophecy, Mary 

was a young VIRGIN engaged to be married to Joseph, a carpenter of Nazareth, 

when the Angel Gabriel appeared to her saying that she would bear a child. "Then 

Mary said to the Angel, `How shall this be, seeing I have not laid with a man?' And 

the Angel answered, `The HOLY Spirit shall come upon you, and the power of the 

Highest shall overshadow you! Therefore that holy One which shall be born of you 

shall be called the SON of GOD."--Luke 1:26-35. (Immanuel means "God with us", 

and for those of us who have received Jesus into our hearts, that's Who He IS: God 

is WITH us!) 



The PROPHECY From Isaiah 9:6 in 740 B.C.: (sing from Messiah):"For unto us a 

child is born, unto us a Son is given: And the government shall be upon His 

shoulder: And His NAME shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the MIGHTY GOD, 

the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace!"--Isaiah 9:6. (Prophecy given 740 B.C.) 

The FULFILLMENT: This shows that the ancient Jews, unlike most modern ones, 

believed that God had a SON--Who was to be born in the flesh and Whom the 

prophecy said was to be called "The Mighty GOD". 

The PROPHECY: Micah, prophesying in the eighth century B.C., predicted the 

exact village where the Messiah would be born: "You, BETHLEHEM, though you 

are small among the clans of Judah, yet out of you shall He come forth unto Me that 

is to be RULER over ISRAEL; Whose existence has been of old, from 

EVERLASTING."--Micah 5:2. (Prophecy given 710 B.C.)  These SPECIFIC details 

are hard to fabricate. 

And these fulfilled prophecies go on and on in scripture culminating in the details of 

Holy Week and beyond.  It’s absolutely AMAZING! 

So, WHY did Jesus die on that cross?--Because He LOVED you! He loved you 

enough to take your punishment, to die and be separated from His Father for a 

while so that He could bring YOU the LOVE of God and ETERNAL LIFE! As another 

prophecy says, "All we like sheep have gone astray; each of us have turned to his 

own way, and the Lord has laid on HIM the iniquity of us all. There was no deceit in 

His mouth, yet it was the Lord's will to crush Him and cause Him to suffer. HIS soul 

(Jesus') shall be made an offering for SIN, and by His knowledge shall My righteous 

Servant JUSTIFY (make righteous) many; and HE shall bear THEIR INIQUITIES!"--

Isaiah 53:6,9-11. (Prophecy given 750 B.C.) 

Jesus died for YOU!--And God gave all these prophecies and had them written 

down and preserved down through the centuries and millenniums so that your faith 

might be strengthened by them enough to BELIEVE that "God so LOVED the World, 

that He gave His only begotten SON, that whosoever believeth in HIM should not 

perish, but have everlasting life."--John 3:16. Do YOU believe?  Like Peter, do you 

confess that Jesus is your Savior, the Messiah, the Son of God, the one you seek to 

follow, the one who be your king and Lord? 

God LOVES you and Jesus is just WAITING at your heart's door for you to open to 

Him. He says, "Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: If ANY one hears My voice, 

and OPENs the door, I WILL come in to him and WILL eat with him, and he with 

Me."--Revelation 3:20. Let’s turn to the Lord in prayer.   

Holy God, three in one, father, son, and holy Spirit, YOU gathered us here today for 

a reason…You are drawing us closer to YOU, Lord.  We know your heart’s desire is 



for we, your children, to confess that you are our Savior, you are our God.  Holy 

Spirit, lead us to that confession, so that we may honor you with our lives, that we 

may grow in loving you and loving our neighbor, that we may be forgiven and be 

given eternal life, only through what you did for us on the cross, Jesus.  With 

humble heads we bow to honor you and to thank you for such amazing grace in 

Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 


