
 

Pastor’s Note 

      A weekly letter from Pr. Tom Pietz,  
    St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 

    It was SOOOO good to be BACK with you all again!  It was great fun to serve    

coffee at the Lutefisk Dinner and connect with so many guests.  The “service with a 

smile” by all those on the frontlines was truly evident of our great strength of “joyful 

hospitality” just like the early Christians found in Acts chapter two.  Worship was packed both Saturday and 

Sunday and filled with joy-filled singing.  Sunday was such a treat with our young people leading the 

worship in all of the liturgy.  “The liturgy” is the work of the people, and what we mean by liturgy is all the 

components of the service.  Folks, if we can involve the youth in worship and they enjoy it, that’s how we 

continue to KEEP our younger generations engaged NOW, and beyond their confirmation day.  I know not 

all of us enjoy all of the songs or style of worship, however, their faith and passion for God is fed and 

nurtured through such worship experiences as these, as well as, many people in the congregation.  SO many 

churches have so few children and teens present in their worship.  I am ecstatic at the number of children 

who come up for children’s messages and our teens that worship with us.  We are very blessed .  

 

 

This picture was taken at Hartland’s Community 

Theatre in which Kris, Sam and Sally have been in the 

production of A Christmas Carol this past weekend and 

next.  Truly inspiring and hits upon our theme from 

Sunday, Joy to the World.  You know the story but it’s all 

about a man named Scrooge who lived for himself, 

hoarded all his money (and there was lots of it) instead of 

sharing it and blessing the world.  Through a series of 

unusual encounters with his past, present, and future, he 

repented and was transformed with joy in his heart.  He 

bought the largest turkey on display for the Kratchet 

family and doubled his partnered salary. 

 

 

 

 

Similar to Scrooge, we have the opportunity to bless 

families like the Kratchets.  Roger Johnson informed us this 

weekend of the many families in duress during this great season 

of Christmas.  They lack the resources to enjoy Christmas to the 

fullest with a full meal and nice presents.  We have an 

incredible opportunity to bring JOY to the World, through 

“Child’s Smile”.  I recommend that all of us huddle our 

households together and see what we can all do to chip in for 

those in need.  Talk about it at dinner tonight and bring in your 

special gift offering this coming weekend.  

 

 

 



Advent Series “Sing to the Lord a New Song” 
 

Romans 15:13  
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Psalm 98  
O sing to the LORD a new song, 
    for he has done marvelous things. 
His right hand and his holy arm have gotten him victory. 
2 The LORD has made known his victory; 
    he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations. 
3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 
    to the house of Israel. 
All the ends of the earth have seen 
    the victory of our God. 
4 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 
    break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 
5 Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, 
    with the lyre and the sound of melody. 
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
    make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD. 
7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
    the world and those who live in it. 
8 Let the floods clap their hands; 
    let the hills sing together for joy 
9 at the presence of the LORD, for he is coming 
    to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world with righteousness, 
    and the peoples with equity. 
 

Luke 2:8-13  
8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who 
is the Messiah,[a] the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 
cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host,[b] praising God and saying, 
     
   

 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A8-13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24977a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A8-13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24979b


“Joy to the World” 
 

Can you imagine Christmas without 
singing “Joy to the world”?  It’s as 
standard as Silent Night with candles at 
the end.  So, when I say the phrase, “Joy 
to the world!”  What comes to mind?  Do 
you envision Angels in in a chorus?  
Gabriel blowing his golden trumpet?  Or 
carolers singing joyously?   

 
Did anyone think of that song by Three Dog Night, ‘Jeremiah Was Bullfrog?”    
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=video+of+jeremiah+was+a+bullfro
g&view=detail&mid=4741F7A50C13C8958E4C4741F7A50C13C8958E4C&FO
RM=VIRE       oh the 1970’s!   

How would you react if we had a choir break into a bright chorus of 
“Joy to the world....joy to the fishes in the deep blue sea....”?  It’s possible 
some would react the way traditional English churches in the 1700s reacted 
to the happy lyrics by Isaac Watts, especially when put to the radically 

joyful music of American composer Lowell Mason, 40 plus years later.   Both men were considered 
outrageous for bringing such happy music into the church!  But both said the church’s liturgical 
music had become uninspiring and monotonous and needed to be happier.   
 

Recently the daughter of a family looking for a church in the area told her parents: “I want to 
go back to the happy church!”  Ahhh, would people say that St. Olaf’s is the “happy church”?  I 
would sure think so.  I think we smile, laugh, and generally have fun here!  Do you agree? 

 
Well church was quite stiff, a bit reserved in Watts day.  They were like a bunch of staunch 

Norwegians back then right ?  And though you’ll find churches that don’t have much fun, that lack 
joy, what Watts and Mason brought was great pleasure and happiness in singing this great song 
tune and lyrics to express their faith without inhibition.  That’s what JOY is all about…when your 
faith means so much and your gratitude for God’s grace, love, and unconditional acceptance, it just 
makes you smile and wanna sing “joy to the world”. 

   
So, what do we know about this composer, sir Isaac Watts?  I 
think it’s just amazing what God can do through individual people 
like a Mozart, Beethoven, or Watts.  The Holy Spirit gives them 
lyrics or notes strung together to make such amazing music. 

 He was born in 1674, in Southampton, England and lived 75 
years, which was really good back then... 
He was known as the "Father of English hymnody," as Isaac 
Watts wrote over 750 hymns. He showed literary genius even as 
a boy.  

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=video+of+jeremiah+was+a+bullfrog&view=detail&mid=4741F7A50C13C8958E4C4741F7A50C13C8958E4C&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=video+of+jeremiah+was+a+bullfrog&view=detail&mid=4741F7A50C13C8958E4C4741F7A50C13C8958E4C&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=video+of+jeremiah+was+a+bullfrog&view=detail&mid=4741F7A50C13C8958E4C4741F7A50C13C8958E4C&FORM=VIRE


Young Isaac took to books almost from infancy. He loved rhyme and verse. At age seven, he wrote 
an acrostic spelling out the letters of his name. This acrostic not only showed his brilliance, but also 
the strong Calvinistic theology which was characteristic of his life. 
 

"I"- I am a vile, polluted lump of earth            "W"- Wash me in Thy blood, O Christ 
"S"- So I've continued ever since my birth          "A"- And grace divine impart  
"A"- Although Jehovah, grace doth daily give me         "T"- Then search and try the corners of my heart  
"A"- As sure this monster, Satan, will deceive me         "T"- That I in all things may be fit to do  
"C"- Come therefore, Lord, from Satan's claws relieve me.  "S"- Service to Thee, and Thy praise too. 
 

Once as a child, he reportedly got in trouble for making rhymes out of everyday language. Scolded 
for this, he replied,  "Oh, Father, do some pity take, and I will no more verses make."   Watts' 
studies in language went far beyond everyday rhymes, however. He learned Latin at age four, Greek 
at nine, French at ten, and Hebrew at thirteen. Noticing his abilities, a doctor and some friends 
offered him a university education, figuring that he would be ordained as a pastor in the Church of 
England. Watts turned them down, instead attending the Nonconformist Academy under the care 
of Thomas Rowe, joining the Independent congregation at Girdlers' Hall in 1693. He left the 
academy at the age of 20, spending the next two years at home.  
 
Frustrated with the heartless psalm singing of his time, young Watts sometimes criticized the 
singing at his church. Listening to his concerns one day, Watts' father challenged him, "Well then, 
young man, why don't you give us something better to sing?" He rose to the challenge by writing 
his first hymn. It was well received by the congregation of the Mark Lane Independent Chapel, 
where he attended, and for the next two years, Watts wrote a new hymn for every Sunday.  
 
When declining health forced Isaac Watts to cut back on his preaching, he turned to another task, 
Christianizing the Psalms. At the age of forty-five, he sat under a favorite tree on the Abney estate-
property of the close friends with whom he lived-and penned the now famous words of "Joy to the 
World." His 1719 hymnal, Psalms of David Imitated in the Language of the New Testament, included 
the words under his original title for the poetry: "The Messiah's Coming & Kingdom." 
 
As part of his effort to bring New Testament meanings to the Old Testament psalms, Watts based 
"Joy to the World" on the last half of Psalm 98: "Shout for joy to the Lord all the earth, . . . Let the 
rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing together for joy; let them sing before the Lord, for he 
comes to judge the earth." (vs. 4, 8). 
 
Psalm 98 celebrated God's protection and restoration of his chosen people. Watts' carol rejoices in 
the same, as it expresses praise for the salvation that began when God became man, the 
incarnation of God in Jesus at Christmas. Both the psalm and the hymn also look ahead, to Christ 
coming again to reign: "He will judge the world with righteousness" (v. 9)  
 
"Joy to the World" includes references to other Bible verses as well, including Gen. 3:17, Rom. 5:20, 
and Luke 2:10. Yet despite its lack of reference to Mary, Joseph, shepherds, angels, wise men, or 

http://songsandhymns.org/people/detail/isaac-watts
http://www.biblegateway.com/cgi-bin/bible?passage=PS%2B98&showfn=on&showxref=on&language=english&version=NKJV&x=10&y=8


the manger, it became one of the most loved Christmas carols. In a season for celebrating our 
Savior's birth, Watts' hymn beautifully expresses our joy at the coming of our Savior. 
 

As you hear and sing this beloved carol this season, think about the words. Yes, they apply to the 
Christmas story in that the Lord is come! We should rejoice! But, let the lyrics all point you to the 
reason Jesus came: to save the world. Be ready because He is coming again! What a glorious day 
THAT will be when the whole earth celebrates His appearing! 
 
So to conclude, the church ought to be a happy place.  Not in a silly jingle bells sort of way, but 
because, as Isaac Watts writes so well, in Christ “no more let sin and sorrow grow.”  We are 
overcome by love and joy.   Soooo, “Let heaven and nature sing! and ‘Repeat the sounding joy!  
‘And wonders of his love! Let’s do as the Psalmist said, and make a joyful noise to the Lord.  Please 
stand as you are able.  If you aren’t one to sing, I invite you to make some kind of sound today . 
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