
 
 
 

Pastor’s Note  

 A weekly letter from Pr. Tom Pietz,  
 St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 

I’m still a bit stunned by your incredible celebration 

you put on yesterday for my 50
th
 birthday!   Wow!  

Love the balloons flying down from the balcony, 

cupcakes of all sorts of bright colors, including 

purple and gold!  THANK YOU, THANK YOU, 

THANK YOU! 

 

 

A Child’s Smile 
 
We have 195 children who will be blessed with Christmas gifts and a smile on their face! 
(Up almost 2 ½ times the 82 we had last year.  There’s a growing need and we are on the 
frontlines caring for the community.  God has certainly shown us how we may expand the 
Kingdom of God right in our back yard.) 
 

Donors were citizens from our extended community, the Ashippun Lion's Club, St. Michael’s 
Church and members of St. Olaf's Church. The community gave $3,165 (+ $300 in 
presents).  On Sunday another $550 came in from you, totaling $4,105 from St. Olaf’s (+ 
another $100 for mittens & caps)… wow, way to go! 
 

Notifications of the families in need were provided by all of the above plus the home school 
community, and local schools. 
 

The six schools that reported the families in need were:  Erin Elementary School, Lebanon 
Elementary School, the Herman-Neosho-Rubicon School District which includes Honor 
Elementary School at Neosho and Honor Intermediate School, Hustisford School District 
which includes Hustisford High School and John Hustis Elementary School. 
 

We deliver gift cards to schools and families tomorrow…what a blessing to be able to 
extend such joyful hospitality and care to our community on St. Olaf’s behalf. 
 

Christmas services 

Who are you going to invite?  [following this letter will be a Christmas e-vite for you to 

forward to friends, neighbors, co-workers and family] 



Who doesn’t know this popular Christmas carol, sung 

regularly on TV specials, on every popular singer’s 

Christmas CD, and most notably the song Ebenezer 

Scrooge was so irritated by in Dicken’s “A Christmas 

Carol”.  “Bah Humbug!”  What would Christmas be 

without… God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen?   

 

Now this is strange.  It is not found in any Lutheran Hymnal 

that I looked in, and even checked a couple of other 

denominational hymnals.  Not there either.  To my surprise, and maybe to yours, God Rest 

Ye Merry Gentlemen is Not a common carol of the church!  I wondered why not.  What I 

learned has led me to believe that it is One of the most Misunderstood Carols of Christmas.  

There are several reasons I suspect that have kept it out of church hymnals.   

 

For one thing it has No known composer or lyricist.  It evolved on the streets and in the 

homes of everyday folk.  It’s A Folk Song over 500 years old.   

 

In those days church leaders were of the opinion that church 

music should be somber and dark, and sung in Latin.  Most 

people didn’t care for church music, and rarely would 

consider singing it in their home.  But religious folk music 

evolving on the streets was light and lively and sung in the 

people’s everyday language.   

 

 

Not only did people sing these songs, but (heaven 

forbid?!?), they danced to these lovely folk carols.  

God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen was one of the most 

popular and has stood the test of time. 

 

 

 

The whole carol has a strong spiritual tone throughout, except the first line.  What sounds 

like an emphasis on festive, merriment is completely Misunderstood lyrics.  The old English 

words meant something quite different.  “Rest” meant Make or keep.  And most importantly, 

Merry meant Mighty.  In a book by Ace Collins on the carols, it says that Robin Hood’s 



merry men may have been happy, but more importantly they were “mighty” or “great” men.  

A merry king in those days was a great or mighty king.  To add to the misunderstanding, 

one theory suggests there should also be a comma after the word “Merry.”  With those 

changes the opening line would sound like this:  “God Make you Mighty, Gentlemen”. 

 

Now if we bring this thought to our Gospel lesson about Joseph’s role in the nativity, you 

can see How God Made Joseph Mighty for a Gift to the World.  And God makes you mighty 

as well as God’s gift to you and the world.  I would like to share from our Gospel, four ways 

(4 fingers up) that happens.  

 

God took away his Fear.  Joseph was in a tough 

situation.  Mary was pregnant.  They weren’t married 

yet and he knew the child was not his.  If he kept Mary 

as his wife, he would also have to keep this child as 

his own, and in public make it appear as his.  If he 

dismissed Mary quietly, as the scripture says, there is 

little chance it would stay quiet, and she could 

potentially be stoned to death for fornication.  God 

comes to his rescue through the words of an angel in 

a dream, Joseph, Son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife.  (Matthew 

1:20)   Today’s carol assures us with the same message.  Be mighty and courageous 

gentle people, “Let nothing you dismay.” 

You may be feeling overwhelmed yourself about problems in your family, issues as work, 

health concerns.  “Let nothing you dismay.”  Through this child God comes to assure you 

and give you hope. 

 

Joseph was Told to Name the child.  God is telling 

Joseph that he has a role in God’s plan.  He was 

not an outsider, a victim of someone else’s 

mistakes.  Joseph was given the honor and the 

responsibility, like every upstanding father of his 

day, to name this child.  The Gospel lesson says, 

You are to name him Jesus... (Matthew 1:21)  

The name had a special meaning.  It means 

“Savior.  In the carol we sing, “Remember Christ 

our Savior Was born on Christmas Day” Is there something God has told you to do?  We 

will be emphasizing here at St. Olaf’s that every one of us has a role to play in God’s work.  

That’s what the church is all about, each person serving in a ministry within the church and 

each person serving in mission to the world.  What has God been telling you to do?   



Given a Savior.  Not only was Joseph given the honor 

and responsibility to name the child Jesus, Joseph, at 

the same time was also receiving a Savior like everyone 

else.  In Matthew it says of this child to be born,  ...for he 

will save his people from their sins.  (Matthew 1:21) 

And in the carol we sing “To save us all from Satan’s 

power when we were gone astray.”  All of us need that 

Savior: Joseph, Mary, you, and me.  We all go astray 

from our God.  We need a Savior from our wanderings.  Most of the time we go astray right 

into our own self.   

 

Some years ago there was a news story of a 

father and his three teenage children who got lost 

in the rugged California mountains trying to find a 

Christmas tree.  It soon became clear that on their 

own they were not going to find their way out of 

the wilderness. They had to be saved from the 

outside.  Even in that situation the father knew that 

his only source of strength was God, and after 

their rescue he gave a tremendous witness of their 

trust in God to send deliverance.  And it came with a helicopter.  And this is all the more 

true for every one of us in this life’s journey.  There is no way that we are going to save 

ourselves from our sins and our straying away from God.  Jesus had to come to where we 

were to save us, and bring us into the arms of God once again.   

 

Empowered to take Action.  He did as the angel of 

the Lord commanded him; he took her as his 

wife. (Matthew 1:24)    Joseph’s strength to do the 

right thing came from God, even when from the 

outside it looked like the wrong reasons.  Joseph 

acted.  He listened to what God had to say to him.  

Once we come to know that God is at work, then we 

can take action.   

 

But it is not anxious human effort to create a better world.  We don’t visit the sick, give food 

to the Food Pantry, bring boxes of food to people, advocate in government to end poverty, 

write to the prisoners, deliver gifts to children to put a smile on their face, or donate our 

clothes to St. Vincent’s or Goodwill in an anxious attempt to restore a broken world.  We do 

those things to point to what God has already done.  When Joseph learned what God is 

doing, Joseph was empowered to take action.  When you come to this Holy Season and 



see what the power of God has done, what will you do?  Allow God to do something 

through you this season.  You have been empowered to take action. 

 

The last verse of God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen begins with these words: “Now to the 

Lord sing praises All you within this place.”  God has done marvelous things, things so 

wonderful that a simple man like Joseph from a little, obscure village is bold to carry out 

God’s work.  So wonderful that Gentle people, like you and me, are made strong to act on 

what God did that Christmas Day.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our response is to sing over and over again what we have to proclaim, O, Tidings of 

Comfort and Joy, Comfort and Joy, O Tidings of Comfort and Joy. 

 

The congregation sang this version of God Rest Ye…check it out and sing along!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KOd1fjkzRBQ  
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