
Pastor’s Note  

 A weekly letter from Pr. Tom Pietz,  
 St. Olaf Lutheran Church 
 

 

 

Children’s program 

Okay folks, I’ve seen a lot of Christmas programs before, but this was so much fun to see from my box seat (balcony) 

and the beautiful costumes, our 45+ children telling the story, and the enthusiastic singing.  Do you have any idea 

how blessed we are to have so many young children and families as a part of our church?!  Most churches have 

nowhere near what we have.  Let’s celebrate this gift! 

 

 

 

 

    



Child’s smile update & visits 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, I grew up attending an elementary 

school with some 600 children in it in the 1970’s in a MPLS 

suburb.  So to give some perspective, we have 142 children 

representing who knows how many families, who have been 

identified by school administrators (8 local schools and 

homeschoolers), churches, and neighbors, who sensed they are 

potentially poor or poor in spirit at this particular season in their 

life.  They need something that will bring them joy, a smile on 

their face.  WE, St. Olaf Lutheran Church, together with our 

community, are partnering together to do what Jesus would do, 

to love and serve the poor and poor in spirit.    We expect over 

$3000 total coming in from the community and over $2300 

from our church…way to go!  Wow!  I can’t wait to deliver 

these gift cards with Roger to all these families and schools…   

                                                                               what a JOY it is to give than it is to receive.  And all of this  

                                                                               done in Jesus’ name . 

 

          House for Sale 

In September we arranged a contract with our buyer.  This family 

with four children would fit so well in our home.  He has yet to 

secure employment, which should transpire in January, once he 

retires from the military in Florida in December.   On Friday the 

buyer will have his home inspector walk through the house.  Pray 

that they are pleased with the home and find little to be concerned 

about.  I had my friend, who is a home inspector, walk through it 

last week.  I have addressed most of the minor issues and will have 

George Monis pop in today to improve some of the old electrical 

issues.  Keep this in your prayers, we really hope this transpires and 

that we move into the parsonage in February…we are anxious to 

move and be near you. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
Advent 3  
December 11, 2016        “Sing to the Lord a New Song!”     Go Tell It on the Mountain 
 

Go tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and everywhere, Go tell it on the mountain: that Jesus Christ is 
born!   In our series “Sing to the Lord a New Song” we’ve come to this widely popular American Christmas 
spiritual.   Recorded by everybody from the Mormon Tabernacle Choir to my favorite, James Taylor, to the 
Blind Boys of Alabama, this zippy tune and simple words are enjoyed by kids and seniors, Whites and 
Blacks, and believers in all kinds of Christian denominations.  It stirs us to be like the shepherds who hear 
good news of great joy to all people and ran to tell it abroad.   
 
Who is the Target Audience for this Christmas carol of hope?  The Disappointed and Disillusioned, the 
twin Grinches that steal the joy of the Lord.  I once read about one of the weirdest auctions ever: in 
Washington D.C., 1926, the patents on 150,000 old inventions became obsolete.  On-lookers chuckled as 
item after item came up for bid: a ‘bed-bug buster’, ‘a lighted cat’ to scare off mice, a ‘snore stopper 
trumpet’ that came from the mouth and bent to the ear to awaken the snorer at the first snortle.  (There you 



go Jessie!)  Even an ‘adjustable pulpit’, up or down to the preacher’s height!   Funny stuff; yet all these 
failed patents, sadly, represented 150,000 broken dreams.   
 
This advent/Christmas season, with all its hype, is prime time for disappointment and disillusionment.  It’s 
sure not the season to be jolly for everyone. For the grieving or depressed, those struggling with finances, 
or people hurt or sick, this can be the loneliest, absolutely MOST difficult time of year.  They’re like John 
the Baptist sitting in a prison cell, downcast, disappointed his message about the coming of God’s 
deliverance was failing; he needed a sign of hope.  Like Shepherds thirty-three years earlier, poor 
castaways out in a field of disillusionment, no prospects of any real future.  Ever feel like a demoralized 
John in prison or disheartened shepherds in the night?   Then hear a new song (sing): The shepherds 
feared and trembled, when, lo, above the earth, rang out the angel chorus that hailed the Savior’ birth.  And 
v. 3: God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.  And hear the message Jesus sent to John, the 
blind see, the deaf hear, the lame walk, the lepers are healed, the dead are raised, and the poor have 
Good News brought to them. Mt 11:5   God’s liberating help has come, and with it the encouragement of 
heaven and new hope to all! 
 
This message rang out like a liberty bell to Negro slaves in early American history.  The birth of Christ the 
Savior awakened a deep, longing dream of freedom, of an end to the cruel suffering of slavery.  And 
unknown African American slaves contributed powerfully to Christian music in a remarkable array of 
hundreds of Negro Spirituals; composed by uneducated, illiterate folk, and unpublished for decades, 
somehow these songs managed not only to survive, but to richly inspire  the worship of both slave 
churches and white churches, infusing new hope of salvation.   Written by an unknown slave, Go Tell It on 
the Mountain was eventually notated by a Black professor of music named John Wesley Work, at Fisk 
College in Nashville.   Picking up on the song’s simple power and potential, Work arranged it for the Fisk 
Jubilee Singers, and in 1880, introduced it to the whole country, and the world.  Over the past 50 years, 
this carol, with its infectious melody and spirited words, is known globally, its message told not only on the 
mountain, but over the hills and everywhere.  
 
Practically speaking, the song calls for action in several ways.  1) Go. With the same zeal fans shout “Go! 
Pack! Go!” (let’s say that together, “Go, Pack, Go!), so too the angels are shouting, “Go! Christians! Go!”  A 
world of disappointed and disillusioned people are waiting for the Good News!  Don’t just go to church.  
Go to the world with church, with its message of hope, (sing) for Jesus Christ is born!  Go to Milwaukee 
with a message of hope to a community devastated by violence.   Go to other countries demoralized by a 
prolonged and draining war, or devastated by disease, unemployment, poverty or famine.  Go to your work 
place, to your school, to wherever people’s dreams are broken.  That’s where the message of Christmas is 
meant to be heard, as once shepherds took it abroad.   So, one word: Go!     Then.... 
 
2) Tell it! Then the shepherds told everyone what had happened and what the angel had said to them 
about this child. All who heard the shepherds' story were astonished.  Lk 2:17-18 This is news!  Before it 
gets old, it’s got to be told.  So this morning following worship, our children are going tell the story of 
Christ’s birth.  You can tell it in the kind of Christmas card you send.  Don’t just picture a Snowman.  Show 
the Saviorman come into the world to set us free.  Invite someone to church on Christmas Eve or Day.  
Polls tell us that over 70% of people would attend a service at Christmas if invited by a friend.  So Go, Tell 
it. 
 
3) On the mountain.   There are hills in Judea - where the shepherds kept flocks, where John the Baptist 
was schooled by a monastic group called the Essenes.  A mountain top is traditionally a great place to 
make an announcement.  Still today you get the Hollywood sign on a hill in LA., or a 67 foot Jesus atop a 
hill in Eureka Springs, AK; or even bigger in Rio de Janeiro.  Mountaintop means ‘public billboard’.  In this 
information age where people’s minds are overloaded, how do you find some mountain like place to get 
someone’s attention?  Here’s one idea: give an unexpected gift of grace. Like a friend of mine who tells of 
such a moment: Steve was pumping gas at the Shell station when a scruffy young man pulled up on the 
other side, his piercings jingling in the breeze.  Steve prayed, “Lord, I’d like to pay for his gas. . . .but 
please don’t let him fill the tank!”  I watched him carefully squeeze the handle to exactly $7, not a penny 



more (probably all he had in his pocket).  When he passed by Steve said, “I’ve already paid for it.”  He 
looked shocked.  “What?”  Asking three times, why.  Finally, Steve said “It’s Christmas.  God loves us.”  
“Oh, my,” he responded smiling and quick to drive off, before Steve changed his mind.  Find a creative 
mountain from which to tell the Good News. 
 

4) Jesus Christ is born!  African American Slaves knew what this meant.  So did their owners.  A Savior 
has come to free us from every bondage.  Once there was a depressed woman who prayed deeply for 
peace in the world.  But the news was all of violence and war.  So to cheer up, she did what we all do, she 
went shopping!  Entering a new store at the mall, the man behind the counter looked strangely like Jesus. 
So she asked, “Are you Jesus?”  He said, “Well, yes, I am. I own the store; you are free to wander the 
aisles, look at what I sell, and make a list of what you want; then come back and we’ll see what we can do.”  
So she did that, thrilled by what she saw: one shelf had peace on earth; another an end to hunger; 
harmony in families; recovery for addicts; peace of mind; unconditional love. She wrote furiously, and 
finally came back and gave Jesus her list.  “No problem,” he smiled as he reached under the counter and 
gave her various little packets.  “What’s this?” she asked.  “Packets of seeds,” he said, “This is a catalog 
store.”  “All I get are seeds,??? she blurted out.   Jesus smiled, “This is a dream store. You get to see what 
the finished product looks like, then I give you seeds, and you go home, go to work, go to church, go all 
over and plant them and nurture them.  And everywhere you do this, I will be born again. 
 
Let us pray.  We get it.  We’ve been given this joy, this peace, this HOPE in and through you, and even 
amidst all of our suffering, fears, and bondage that keeps us inside, move us OUTSIDE to Go tell it on the 
mountain, over the hills and everywhere that Jesus Christ is born!  Amen. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Caroling – THIS SATURDAY – 1:00 pm 

We will be going caroling at Shorehaven on Saturday, Dec. 17 at 1:00pm.   
All are invited to join us in singing your favorite carols!  
Meet at church at 12:30pm to car pool.  
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