
CHRISTMAS   2016 

Life’s twists and turns…Life 

can be a rollercoaster with 

ups and downs, twists and 

turns, but in the end you slow 

down hopefully exhilarated 

and smiling!  

 

I started the year thanking God for six great years at Our Savior’s and then God would have 

it that we would be in transition to a new season that would lead us just up the road to a 

country church called St. Olaf’s in Rubicon, WI (really between Oconomowoc and 

Hartford).  We just LOVE this church!  

Children are spilling out of the woodwork 

everywhere, my guitar rarely gets to rest, 

people are so encouraging and affirming of 

our family.   They have completely gutted the 

1960 parsonage and painted it, put in new 

flooring, new kitchen cabinets and appliances, new vanities, 

carpet, and are completing the basement as well.  Oh, they 

put in a sliding glass door to a deck and patio.  We look 

out onto farmland and rolling hills, much of it the church 

owns.  Can you imagine walking to work?  We are so 

blessed.   St. Olaf’s has a Lutefisk Dinner, Sportsman Dinner, 

Ice Cream Social, Blue Grass Festival…we are all about 

joyful hospitality.  Our motto, “Sharing God’s Love, Caring 

for Community”. http://www.st-olaf.org/  

 

A few highlights of 2016:  Tim spoke at his homeschool high school graduation and is now a 

freshman at Taylor University in Indiana studying Professional Writing and Communications.  

He has already been published a few times.  His J-Term class for Honors Guild will be in the 

Bahamas studying Island sustainability (rough!  I think 

he needs a pastoral visit ). 

 

 

 

 

 

Men’s Group at Neosho Co-op 

http://www.st-olaf.org/


When our children are around 16 or 17 years of age we 

will do a special one-on-one trip with them.  I’ll take the 

boys and Kris will take Sally in another 5 years.  I asked 

Dan for over a year what he’d like to do and I got the 

same answer again and again, “I don’t know.” Then we 

discovered Fathom Travel providing service cruises for 

$399 to the Dominican Republic (fathom.org).  So with 

another father and son duo joining us (great to have two 

adults and two boys 

do this together), we 

drove 23 hours to Miami (saved big bucks and set sail).  

Impact projects included: making chocolate candies, 

making water filtration systems, teaching families or 

students in school English, planting 100’s of trees, or 

laying cement floors (as you can see below).  We did a 

little deep sea fishing and caught Mahi Mahi and ran a 

Turkey Trot race together on the DR island cove. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sally, Sam and Kris were in Hartland’s Community Theatre production of “A Christmas 

Carol” (Dan and I were ushers and cookie tray holders…somebody’s gotta do it!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would love to hear from you too.  Let us know if you are in the neighborhood of 

Milwaukee and give us a jingle and stay with us 262-490-4057 or tompietz@live.com . 

If there is anything we can do in prayer for you, let us know.  Scrooge may say, “Bah 

humbug!” to the twists and turns of his life, but he eventually found joy.  We have found joy 

in Jesus Christ, so no matter where we work, worship, live, or travel to, God is with us, 

Emmanuel, and this journey is an exhilarating one in which we can eventually catch our 

breath and smile. 

 

We wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  

Tom, Kris, Tim (19), Dan (17), Sam (soon 13), Sally (10) 

 

Our future mailing address will be (but not yet!): 

 W675 Roosevelt Road, Rubicon, WI 53078 

mailto:tompietz@live.com

