
 

Pastor’s Note  

A weekly letter from Pr. Tom Pietz, St. Olaf Lutheran Church 
 

 

 

 

Though Thanksgiving Day has passed, we give thanks daily to the Lord for all that we’ve 

been given to bless others.  Now we move to an incredible event in which we, as a 

community of brothers and sisters in Christ, have the opportunity to exude “joyful 

hospitality” at our Lutefisk Dinner.  First, invite your friends and neighbors to attend. (See e-

vite that will follow this blast, and forward it to as many people as you can think of that live 

nearby…you never know who may come!) Maybe even be really radical, and buy the tickets 

for them (pure gift…grace!).   Pick them up for the event and go as a date!  Or, serve in 

whatever capacity suits you.  You know me, I’ve been assigned the official title of “Senior 

Schmoooozer” .  That means I go table to table to welcome and meet people in the guise 

of serving them coffee.  I love it!   

 

So, you may be asking, “What in the world were Dan and Pastor Tom doing in the 

Dominican Republic?”  Six years ago I read the book “Raising a Modern Day Knight” on 

how to raise boys (and girls) to grow them into 

responsible, mature, Christian men.  A bunch of dads 

and sons made a commitment to spur one another on 

in living this out.  One part of the vision is to take our 

sons(s) on a significant experience (adventure, …) 

when the child is around 16 or 17.  David Nason and 

his son, Will (who attend St. John’s Lutheran in 

Ashippun) and Dan and I decided to do this together.  

A travel agent friend made us aware of an incredible 

opportunity to travel by ship to the DR to do service 

work for a week-long journey for $399 + fees, we 

were amazed!  So, instead of spending $450 per 

person on flights, the four of us drove down (total 

expenses of $500 rather than $2000), and saw the country, listened to inspiring books on 

CD, and talked about Christian manhood. 

 

 We embarked on our journey on a smaller ship called the Adonia, with only 450-

500 passengers that week (versus the bigger ships with some 5000 passengers).  We were all 

there with the motivation to love and serve our neighbor.  It was a beautiful thing.  As 

travelers (not tourists) we had such options to serve by: making water filters, teaching English 

in a school or home, making chocolate bars, making paper products, constructing cement 

floors and planting trees.  
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This is what I saw develop in Dan (and myself): 

1) He seemed to grow more comfortable connecting with people he didn’t know.  He 

made a lot of new friends with the children and some adults on the ship.  How?  

Through ping pong!  Yes, when you play games you can laugh, compete and just “be 

together”.  There was also a game show, Karaoke, Bandaoke, foosball, cards, movies 

(Star Wars+), to “be” together.  Oh, and through meals together.  Eventually, we 

created a massive “kids table” near us adults and boy did they have fun together! 

2) An appreciation that God has blessed him/us to be a blessing to others. 

3) Problem-solving skills (there were scavenger hunts and other games that the ship 

provided for the kids to strengthen their teamwork, leadership, and problem-solving 

skills). 

4) A transformational encounter with another culture and people who exuded joy even 

amidst such poverty-stricken conditions.  Such an experience created in us a cognitive 

empathy of people’s situations since we met the people, worked alongside them, and 

experienced their overwhelming joy of what a difference this made for them to go 

from dirty, illness-producing dirt floors to cement floors that could be washed and 

made clean.  It’s always good to give money and resources to those in need, yet there 

is something more powerful when there is human to human partnership in a life-

transformational service opportunity. 

5) Contentment for what we’ve been given and knowing that we have “more than 

enough”. 

6) A stronger bond between us as father and son. 

7) Our faith in God grew deeper as we recognized God’s hand in our work, interaction, 

and simple deeds of love.  We were F.A.T.  Faithful, Available, and Teachable to learn 

how to plant trees, mix cement, make water filters, teach English, or whatever skill we 

were able to use in the moment.  Whatever we did was a blessing to those we served. 

8) A week-long buffet leads to the ultimate form of gluttony that led me to recognizing 

my sin and knowing that as disciplined as I can be, the fruit of the Spirit called “self-

control” seemed to be absent most of the week for me .  If I look a bit chunky, I 

AM! 

  Thanks for letting me share . 
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