
Pastor’s Note 
A weekly letter from Pr. Tom Pietz, St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 

So it’s yesterday afternoon and I’m golfing 9 holes with Eric Kirkhofer,  →  

our recent new member, who hasn’t golfed in 6 years!  And the guy is just  

driving the ball right up the middle 250 yards, sinking putts, just steady and  

true.  We zipped around on that golf cart like kids in go carts.  Both the  

Packers and Vikings were losing their games, so what timing to enjoy the  

last round of the year while most are weeping and gnashing their teeth and  

we are out in the sun enjoying fresh air and a new friendship. 

 

I share this with you, because I’d like to “do life with you”.  In other words, I’m not someone you 

just see on Sunday morning during worship.  But rather, we do things together.  Making (and 

eating) lefse together, playing hoops in the parking lot, eating “build your own burger” Tuesday 

lunch for $3.50 at Tally Ho’s, fishing on a local lake, biking for the Hope Center, sipping coffee and 

sharing life at Neosho Co-op, shooting pool or playing ping pong in our basement, or watching the 

Packers together.  Whatever it takes to connect, I’m there.  I’m looking forward to the Lutefisk 

Dinner, maple syrup harvesting, and many other special events and occasions on and off campus.   

 

Students, if you have an event (sports, music, drama, or something else) that you’d others to see 

you do your thing, let me and Justine know, we’d love to show up and support you. 

 

Friends, brothers and sisters in Christ, I’m but a phone call away…let’s get together (262-490-

4057). 

 

Thanks for lending me out yesterday.  It was such a treat to preach back again at All Saints in Wales 

about something I’m passionate about…Generosity.  I was humbled and encouraged by their 

response to a message that was both challenging and affirming.  They were celebrating their 

Consecration Sunday in which all members make their pledges of giving for the upcoming year.  

95% of the church pledge which is amazing!  For many years, All Saints was scraping by, but over 

the last three years giving has grown considerably.  Last year an increase of $38,000 was pledged 

for 2016.  This church is providing scholarships for students in Tanzania and Cambodia that has 

changed the trajectory of dozens of kids lives.  How?  Because collectively the church can do so 

much MORE together when everyone contributes and does their part.  It’s a beautiful thing. 



Six years ago I read the book, “Raising a Modern Day Knight” (see 

http://www.raisingmoderndayknights.org/) to learn more about how to raise my boys as strong, 

responsible, Christian young men.  Part of the vision is to take your son (or daughter) on a 

meaningful experience (high adventure, service, whatever they’d like to do) around the age of 16 or 

17.  Tim and I went to Tanzania and implemented his Eagle Scout project of eyeglasses (he did in 

inner city Milwaukee among the poor and homeless) back in 2013.  Dan and I with another father 

and son who also have been doing the Raising A Modern Day Knight, are going to serve among the 

people in the Dominican Republic.  Here’s what it’s about  https://www.fathom.org/discover/  

 

Here’s a little dittie to share with you about an amazing adventure coming up for me and my son 

Dan.  https:/spark.adobe.com/video/K3IRA0ZZQHwoV  
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