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I LOVE singing Christmas carols!  Whether in 

worship, Christmas Eve with family and the kids 

playing the piano, or strolling from house to 

house caroling.  We’ve been singing these carols 

all of our lives, but what’s the story behind them?  

Who wrote these and what inspired them;  A faith 

crisis, scriptures that moved them, a personal 

story, a people group making music to keep the 

joy while in a season of suffering? 
 

Come join us for worship during this 

Advent/Christmas season as we “Sing to the Lord a 

new song!” and explore such meaningful carols 

such as “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”, “Joy to the 

World”, “Go Tell it on the Mountain”, “God Rest 

Ye Merry Gentlemen”, “O Come, All Ye Faithful”, 

and “What Child Is This?”. 
 

Our house selling status- we’ve had a contract for 

a few months with a family who has 4 children.  

He retires from the military in December and is 

job interviewing this month of November in the 

Milwaukee area.  There are several contingencies 

on the document so we are holding our breath.  If 

it all pans out they’d like to sign the paperwork in 

early February.  Believe me, if we were confident 

with this offer and their follow-through we’d be 

moving in today to the condo.  So we wait 

patiently with hesitant hope.  Keep us in your 

prayers. 
 

Whether you get this before or after Thanksgiving, 

think about leading your family in a prayer  

 

 

 

 

 

(written or spontaneous) and give thanks for each 

person you are with.  Folks, I’ve been around too 

many people lately who have lost loved ones 

suddenly or way too early in life.  Every day is a 

gift, so celebrate today and love the ones you are 

with.   

  In gratitude for you,  

  Pastor Tom 
 

1. 1 Thessalonians 5:18  
Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
 

2. Psalm 107:1  
Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his 
steadfast love endures forever! 
 

3. Ephesians 5:20  
Giving thanks always and for everything to God 
the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 

4. Colossians 3:15-17  
And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to 
which indeed you were called in one body. And 
be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly, teaching and admonishing one another in 
all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to 
God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him. 
 

“A Christmas Carol” at the Lake 
Country Playhouse in Hartland 

Kris, Sam, and Sally Pietz are in the play.  It’s 
showing Dec. 1-4 and 8-11.  See the times and 
purchase tickets at 
www.lakecountryplayhousewi.org.   Anyone 
interested in going as a group on Sunday, Dec. 
4 for the 2:00 show? Let Justine know and we will 
discuss the details.   

 
 
 
 

   
      

 

  St. Olaf Lutheran Church   
 

The CALLER   December 2016 
 

 

SCRIP CARDS MAKE GREAT 
STOCKING STUFFERS!! 
ST. NICHOLAS’ DAY IS 

DECEMBER 6TH  
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DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
2 Mark & Kathy Larson (21) 
4 Austin & Jennifer Becker (12) 

 
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

3 Matthew Siegrist 
5 Carolyn Roraff, Peyton Roraff 
12 Donald Christopherson 
15 Noelle Kraemer, Leah Savatski, 
 Jerry Wentz 
16 Amiah Brakob 
17 Sarah Braunschweig 
18 John Guenther 
19 Thomas Guenther 
20 Pr. Tom Pietz 
21 William Guenther, Kenneth Nelson 
23 Kayla Krassman 
24 Russell Roraff, Lily Siegmann 
25 Rachel Buth, Michael Cadena 
26 Linda Feutz 
28 Tony Brakob, Alexander Brenner, 
 Nicholas Solveson 
30 Lisa Sutrick 
31 Pauline Christopherson, Cindy Schlieve 

 
DECEMBER LAY MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

December Altar Guild:  Kathie Howell 
           Joan Uhlman 
December Counters:  Jerry Bohen 
    Lyn Johnson  
    Roger Johnson 

 
ST. OLAF BOOK CLUB  

NEXT MEETING DATE: 
DECEMBER 13th 

St. Olaf Addicted Readers 
(S.O.A.R.) invite you to join us 
in reading, and then discussing, 
some of our favorite books on 
the second Tuesday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m.  

 

Our selection for December is “Christmas Jars” 
by Jason F. Wright and will be held at St. Olaf in 
the Fellowship Hall.  
 

**This month’s S.O.A.R. gathering will also 

include a craft project. We will work on 
decorating jars as suggested in our book 
selection. Please feel free to join us even if 
you aren’t planning to read the book.  
 

There are some books available if anyone is 
interested. The cost is $6 per book. Please 
contact Cindy Schlieve, 920-474-7134, if you 
would like to purchase a book, or have questions 
about the December gathering. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date Asst. Minister Acolyte 

Sat. Dec. 3 
5:00 p.m. 

Mary 
Hershoff 

----------------- 

Sun., Dec. 4 
9:00 a.m. 

Youth Annah 
Guenther 

Sat., Dec. 10 
5:00 p.m. 

Dave 
Johnston 

----------------- 

Sun., Dec. 11 
9:00 a.m. 

Scott 
Siegrist 

Garrett 
Monis 

Sat., Dec. 17 
5:00 p.m. 

Cindy 
Schlieve 

----------------- 

Sun., Dec. 18  
9:00 a.m. 

Rick 
Dowling 

Andrew 
Hoffmann 

Sat., Dec. 24 
4:00 p.m. 

Mary 
Hershoff 

Abigail 
Hoffmann 

Sat., Dec. 24 
7:00 p.m. 

Jane 
Christenson 

Braeden 
Christenson 

Sun., Dec. 25 
9:00 a.m. 

Mary 
Hershoff 

Tyler, 
Kendra, 
Emma, 
Cameron 

Sat., Dec. 31 
5:00 p.m. 

Jane 
Christenson 

----------------- 

 

Book selections 

December 13th 2016 - Christmas Jars  

      Fiction by Jason F Wright 

January 10th 2017 - The Gift of an Ordinary 

Day 

      Memoir by author Katrina Kenison 

February 7th 2017 - The Glass Castle 

      Memoir by author Jeannette Walls 

March 7th 2017 - Help, Thanks, Wow: 3 

Essential Prayers 

      Non-Fiction by author Anne Lamott 

April 11th 2017 - A Tree Grows in Brooklyn 

      Classic Fiction by author Betty Smith 

May 9th 2017 - Still Alice 

      Fiction by author Lisa Genova 
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HO HO HO!  IT’S TIME FOR 
 HOLIDAY SHOPPING 

It's the busy time of the year for Scrip, so fill out 
an order or stop by the desk to pick up gift 
cards.  We have some cards on hand, but the 
order form has many more options.  You can also 
find the form on St. Olaf's website.  Use a card as 
a gift, for an online order, for shopping in the 
store...there are so many uses. 
 

JESUS IS BORN! 

Mark your calendars for our annual Christmas 
program.  The program will be held on Sunday, 
December 11 at 10:30 a.m.  We will be practicing 
on Sunday, December 4 during the Sunday 
School hour and Saturday, December 10 from  
9-11 a.m.    Please plan to participate. Thank you. 
After our program we will have food and 
fellowship, so please join us.  
 

ORDER YOUR POINSETTIA 
It’s time again to decorate our 
church for the holidays.  No 
flower says Christmas like the 
beautiful poinsettia.  Order forms 
are in your church mailbox and 

on tables around the gathering area.  Orders and 
payment are due by December 11th.  If you would 
like, you can take the plant home with you after 
the Sunday, 12/25, 9:00am worship service. 
 

MUSIC REQUEST 
We are looking for 
individuals who are interested in providing special 
music for our Sunday services (vocal, 
instrumental, group, etc.)  Contact Clara Birkel if 
interested, birkelgc@gmail.com 

 
SCANDI BUTIK at LUTEFISK 

Once again this year there will be a gift shop 
(Scandi Butik) during the Lutefisk dinner. Items 
from Norway, Sweden and Denmark will be 
available for sale. Categories include: rosemaling, 
pewter, linens, kitchen items, books, sweaters 
and miscellaneous.  There will be an 
opportunity to shop early starting at 3:30 on 
Thurs. Dec. 1st. So come on over to church and 
check it out. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Sunday School 
Program 

Sunday, Dec. 11      
10:30 A.M. 

 

 

Christmas Eve, Saturday,  Dec. 24 
Children/Family service with 
Holy Communion   4:00 P.M. 
Christmas Eve worship with 

Holy Communion and Candles  7:00 P.M. 
 

Christmas Day, Sunday,  Dec. 25   
Christmas Day Worship   

with Holy Communion  9:00 A.M. 
 

First Sunday of Christmas 
Saturday,  Dec. 31     5:00 P.M. 

Worship w/ Holy Communion  
Sunday, Jan. 1    9:00 A.M. 
Worship w/Holy Communion  

 
WOMEN OF GRACE NEWS 

The next meeting of the Women of Grace will be 
held on Monday, December 12, 2016, at 6:00 
p.m. at the church. Plans include reviewing the 
Lutefisk Dinner and Bake Sale, and possibly 
planning where the bake sale proceeds will be 
distributed. We will also do some planning for 
next year. If you have ideas for activities or 
presentations that you would like to see happen in 
2017, please bring them to the meeting. If you are 
unable to attend, please feel free to contact Cindy 
Schlieve, 920-474-7134, with your ideas. 
 

Refreshments will be provided – very possibly 
leftovers from the Lutefisk Dinner and Bake Sale! 
Any woman who attends St. Olaf is welcome to 
attend the Women of Grace meetings. We love to 
see new faces and hear new ideas. 
 

SEMI-ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING 

A semi-annual meeting of the 
congregation will be held 
on Sunday, Jan. 15, 2017 at 
10:30am. 

CHRISTMAS 
2016

SCHEDULE 
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CHRISTMAS TREES FOR SALE 
Attention Members of St. Olaf's.  We 
are selling the evergreen trees on 
the west side of the parking area!  
The cost is $7.50 per foot and 50% 
of total sales will benefit “a child’s 
smile” program.  Further details are 
by the mailbox located in front of the 
trees. If there is a specific tree you 
would like to purchase or you have 
questions, please call Jim Lumsden @ 262-354-
4150. 
 

A CHILD’S SMILE 
CARING FOR COMMUNITY-SHARING GOD'S LOVE 

 

We have in our community families 
with children that, due to personal 
hardships, are not able to provide 
their children the absolute joy, 
happiness, and wonder of 
Christmas that most of us take for 
granted.  The annual St. Olaf's A 
Child's Smile project is an effort to 

put smiles on the faces of these local children on 
Christmas by delivering presents and Scrip cards 
for toy stores, sporting goods stores, and book 
stores to parents who are experiencing hardships 
so that they can provide a Christmas for their 
children. 
 

As of Nov. 15th, I have received commitments of 
over $1,500 for A Child's Smile from people in 
the community who are not members of St. Olaf's.  
More commitments are forthcoming.  At the 
services of the week of Nov. 27th, I will report to 
the congregation the total amount received.  I will 
then challenge St. Olaf's Congregation to match 
it.  All the money received by Dec. 11th will be 
converted to Scrip cards and, along with any 
presents received, will be given to the parents of 
local families in need in time for them to shop for 
Christmas presents for their children. 
 

The generosity of the community and St. Olaf's 
members who have participated in the past is 
heart warming.  The future of this annual project 
is bright as more and more people in the 
community  become aware of our A Child's 
Smile program and see its value in caring for our 
local families in need. 
 

I reach out to local schools, service organizations, 
community residents, and YOU to help locate 
families in need.  Some families, to whom we 
have provided gifts in the past, have been able to 
get back on their feet and become instrumental in 
advising me of other families in need. 
To be able to put smiles on the faces of local 
children in need as well as their parents made 
Christmas extra special to those of us who deliver 
these gifts.  I wish you could experience the 
expressions of surprise and appreciation.  Some 
were touched that we were even aware of their 
situation.  
 

The following are some of the experiences we 
have had: 

· The mother of two little girls was struggling 
financially, physically, and emotionally and 
was unable to return to work. 

· A little girl in Hartford had been ill for 
several years. 

· One child had undergone a liver transplant 
and required weekly blood transfusions. 

· A little boy from Slinger had spent a year in 
chemo and radiation for stomach cancer 
only to return to the hospital for another 
cancerous tumor removal a few weeks 
before our gift card delivery. 

· The parents of four children both work low 
paying jobs trying to raise their children.  
They struggle to do so without the benefit 
of education, a mastery of the English 
language, or citizenship. 

· The father of two children had just been 
laid off.  The mother had cancer, and one 
of the children had an auto-immune 
disease.   

· One family had 11 children at home.  
Another family had 10. 

 

I include below a letter from one family that 
received presents one Christmas, got back on 
their feet since then, and have been helping me 
each year find families in need. 
 

“Hi Rog.  Here is what I know about the 
receivers of your churches amazing generosity.  
We delivered the gift cards you gave me to a total 
of four families.  They ranged from families who 
lost their jobs to large families with multiple 
challenges.  The feedback I received was 
amazing with so much thanks and gratitude that 
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their families were thought of during times of 
need.  The already wrapped gifts made it to two 
families through a family friend who is also a 
missionary.  He knew of two families in 
need.  One family had just lost their father and 
husband during the hunting season and the other 
was a family just financially struggling.  Thank you 
for the blessings and I thank God for using me as 
a part of an amazing outreach.  We have been on 
the other end and know what it feels like when 
you need help and God provides.” 
 

I want you to know that your giving from the heart 
brought smiles last Christmas to the faces of 82 
children.  It also brought smiles to the faces of 
their parents or care givers and hopefully to you.  
 

I will soon be reporting to you examples of the 
enthusiasm with which people in the community 
are joining with us in this program for the first 
time.  I hope you choose to join this community of 
giving by participating this year.  I especially urge 
you to let me know of families in need that you 
are aware of.  They are out there.   
 

What is putting a smile on the face of a child at 
Christmas worth? 
   Rog Johnson 

  farmstone@aol.com 
  414-651-3915 

 
ST. OLAF’S NEXT BLOOD DRIVE 

Tuesday, December 27, 2:30 pm - 6:30 pm 
St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

W653 Roosevelt Road 
Rubicon, WI 53078 

Link to sign up:  http://www.bcw.edu/stolaf  
 

ANNUAL LUTEFISK DINNER 
by Lucy Braunschweig 

St. Olaf is hosting the annual Lutefisk and 
Swedish Meatball Dinner Saturday, December 3, 
2016.  Serving is from 11:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  It is 
an exciting day for the congregation when guests 
from Southern Wisconsin and locally, many 
wearing Norwegian sweaters, are welcomed to 
the church.  The meal has a long history begun in 
1938.  This is an ethnic dinner with all the 
trimmings such as homemade lefse, flatbread, 
cranberry salad and Scandinavian and holiday 
cookies served by the tray full for dessert. 
 

In preparation for the dinner, 160 pounds of fresh 

Wisconsin potatoes are hand peeled, boiled and 
made into lefse.  Lefse is a traditional Norwegian 
flatbread.  It is rolled out and cooked on a griddle.  
Lefse is a traditional accompaniment to lutefisk.  It 
is served with the dinner and is also available for 
purchase at the bake sale.  A second type of 
flatbread is also served.  It is also rolled and is of 
a much harder texture.  It was a staple on 
seagoing voyages and may date back to the 
Vikings.  250 pounds of fresh rutabaga is also 
served at the meal.  Aldon Schlieve, congregation 
member, plants the rutabaga in July in his garden.  
He harvests it and donates it for the meal.  The 
rutabaga is peeled, boiled, and mashed filling 6 
large Nesco roasters.  In addition to the lutefisk, 
Swedish meatballs in gravy, mashed potatoes 
and homemade dinner rolls are served.   
 

A holiday bake sale is held together with the 
dinner.  All of the bake sale proceeds are donated 
to various Christian missions. 
 

If you have never experienced the dinner, put it 
on your calendar as a kick-off  to your holiday 
season.  It may become a treasured tradition for 
you and your family. 

 
MAPLE SYRUP SEASON  

The 2017 maple syrup season is coming up fast.  
It will be our ninth year of supporting our church 
by harvesting God's blessings.  The profits total 
$24,789.  The syrup crew would like you to know 
how the proceeds have been used:  
 $13,532     Mortgage fund 
 $    506     General fund 
 $    220     Memorial fund 
 $    700     Gathering area lights 
 $    800      Gathering area coffee counter 
 $    499     North sanctuary door repairs 
 $ 1,000      Donations to church of crew  
          members 
 $ 1,005     Parsonage update 
 $    250     Early Start program 
 $ 2,669     Heritage photo display unit 
 $    390     New banquet tables 
 $    318     New tent 
 $ 2,900     Not yet designated 
 
 
 
 
 



6 

 

NEWS  regarding Opportunities for YOUTH & Families 
December,  2016    Mark your calendars so you won’t miss out  

 
Help out at our annual LUTEFISK  DINNER  

1 service point for each hour you help out for Confirmation Class students 
Confirmation Class and High School Youth are once again asked to help out at our annual Lutefisk Dinner 
on Sat. Dec. 3rd between 10:30 and 5:30 p.m.  Please wear black or dark pants & white or light 
colored top, no jeans please.  Remember to sign up on the Lutefisk Dinner sign-up poster for a shift of 
10:30-2:00 or 2:00-5:30 in the Gathering area.    Thanks to those that have helped out in the past or have 
helped with the baking preparations.   

 
Youth-led Worship   9:00 a.m.   Sunday, Dec 4, 2016 

St. Olaf Confirmation Class & High School Youth will be leading the 9:00 a.m. Sunday worship that day.     
Please arrive by 8:00 a.m. that morning.  We will set up & have another practice for the Youth Band on 
Sat. Dec. 3rd at 6:00 p.m.    

  
“A Christmas Carol” at the Lake Country Playhouse in Hartland 

Kris, Sam, and Sally Pietz are in the play.  It’s showing Dec. 1-4 and 8-11.  See the times and purchase 
tickets at www.lakecountryplayhousewi.org.   Anyone interested in going as a group on Sunday, Dec. 4 for 
the 2:00 show?    Let Justine know and we will discuss the details.   

 
     CHRISTMAS PROGRAM to celebrate the birth of Christ 

1 service point for Confirmation class students and 1 point for practice  
Our annual Christmas Program is Sunday, December 11th at 10:30 a.m. (Come to the worship service 
with your family that day or arrive no later than 10:00 a.m.) Everyone will get ready immediately 
following worship. Let’s celebrate together the real “Reason for the Season” with this annual tradition.  
High School youth not in the program are asked to come & help with the little ones, be greeters, or 
help with the food and fellowship that will follow the program or just come with your family to see 
the program.  Practice is Sat. Dec 10th 9-11:00 a.m. for dress rehearsal.     

 
      LASERTAG ANYONE ?? 
Save the Date…We’re planning a St. Olaf “Cross-Generational” event for youth 12 yrs. old & up, teens, 
parents, and mentors that would like to join on Sat. Jan. 14, 2017.   Details forthcoming.  

 
TEC (Teens Encounter Christ) weekend is Feb. 3-5, 2017 for High School Youth 

Plan on attending this weekend for food, fun, friends, and fellowship!  It’s a very meaningful weekend to 
help teens learn about faith and what the love of God means for us. It’s a time to meet with other Christian 
youth and experience a weekend like no other.  Applications for weekenders need to be sent in by the end 
of December.   Applications are on the Youth board in hallway or on the www.badgertec.org website.  
Check it out!  We have a few of our St. Olaf youth that attended a weekend before attending in Feb. to 
work on team which is another growing in faith experience.     
See Justine or text or email her with any questions you have and to let her know if you are 
interested. 

 
  

 
    Remember the “Reason for the Season”  

You are never too young or too old to share about the love of Jesus with others!   


