
   Pastor’s Note 
   A weekly letter from Pr. Tom Pietz,  

   St. Olaf Lutheran Church 
 

 
I am writing this after an incredible day (Sunday evening, Oct. 9, 2016). 
 

Waking up to the coffee brewing, the sun out, and a casual drive to the church.  Worship was energizing with people 
singing out, even when we didn’t have the right words on the screen .  Pastor Larry and Liz were inspiring in talking 
about Hospitality and Generosity while reflecting on the lives of Ethel and Milton Bliss.  Then the Vikings (the ONLY 
undefeated team in the NFL) stifled the Texans to the point that CBS cut off the game to switch to a better match-up.  
Oh, bummer, Rodgers just threw a pick…back to the highlights.  We had a wonderful turnout for Beer & Hymns at 
BeerSnobs today.  Thanks for all who showed up…wow!   We easily had over 20 from St. Olaf’s!  We are looking 
into sharing our faith through song maybe at O-Tees or Rustic Inn…can you imagine?  Why does this matter?  It’s a 
great opportunity for us to invite our friends and neighbors to a neutral place and to show that the church is not just 
people gathering in our building, but rather, the church is the people who are “Sharing God’s Love, Caring for 
Community” everywhere we go.  We are to be present and interactive with restaurant and business owners and 
connect where our community hangs out. 
 
 

 
Now some of you are probably wondering…”What’s the deal with Pastor Tom getting all 
riled up about going to Swaziland?”  Folks, sometimes you gotta just seize the day.  We 
have ONE OF US, Carol Leair, from our church, serving on the FRONTLINES as a 
missionary serving with the poor and poor in spirit.  What an amazing calling from the Lord!  
And WE, yes WE, can GO visit and serve alongside with her.  That’s the OPPORTUNITY.  
And depending how soon we act, it may only cost about $2,000 (that’s cheap, because it 
usually costs about $4,000 to go to Africa).  We will teach skills and equip people to do 
something that will give them purpose, work, an income, and ultimately hope because our 
equipping them will help them be able to afford to go to school or to have work in a country 

with high unemployment (85%).  We need at least 10 to go.  Is God tugging on your heart to consider going?  Come 
for a brief informational meeting following worship in the Fellowship Room this coming weekend, Oct. 16th, at 
10:15am. 
 
 
 

Our newly installed Bishop, Paul Erickson, is a 
wonderful, humble and gifted leader.  He is the right 
guy to lead the Greater Milwaukee Synod for such a 
time as this.  Pray for him.  Bishops have one of the 
most difficult jobs and calling.  Churches are dying and 
falling apart these days.  Difficult decisions are 
common.  Pray for his joy to continue strong.  Pray 
that his staff would be the right team to carry out the 
ministry that sustains our 130 ELCA churches locally.   
Do you see me in this photo?  I’m wearing red and 
white . 

 

 

 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NEW MEMBERS INQUIRY SESSION…If you have been attending St. Olaf’s and are curious to hear more about our 
church and possibly becoming a member.  Please attend our New Member’s Inquiry Session on Sunday, Oct.23rd at 
10:15am.  Please let me know if you’ll be attending via tompietz@live.com or 262-490-4057. 
 

mailto:tompietz@live.com
tel:262-490-4057


Message Title: “Restoration: Make Changes” 
 
Genesis 32:24-30  Jacob Wrestling with God 
24 Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he did not prevail 
against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26 Then 
he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27 So he said 
to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then the man[a] said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but 
Israel,[b] for you have striven with God and with humans,[c] and have prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell 
me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30 So Jacob called the 
place Peniel,[d] saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” 

 
Romans 6:1-4  Dying and Rising with Christ 
6 What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? 2 By no means! How can we 
who died to sin go on living in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 

 
Luke 17:11-19  Jesus Cleanses Ten Lepers 
11 On the way to Jerusalem Jesus[a] was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he entered a 
village, ten lepers[b] approached him. Keeping their distance, 13 they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy 
on us!” 14 When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were 
made clean. 15 Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. 
16 He prostrated himself at Jesus’[c] feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus asked, “Were not 
ten made clean? But the other nine, where are they? 18 Was none of them found to return and give praise to God 
except this foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well.” 

 
My wife, Kris, and I have been involved in a lot of TEC Retreats.  TEC stands for Teens Encounter Christ.  It’s a 
three day weekend filled with incredible talks by students and adults of what God has done in their lives.  These are 
the most inspiring weekends of my life.  The three day themes go like this: 
Die Day (Friday); Rise Day (Saturday); Go Day (Sunday) 

 
The first day is a day of confession.  We hear students share some of their most grievous wounds and 

choices and how they turned to God for grace and forgiveness.  When you hear your peer confess something that 
you are dealing with and then how God helped them overcome their issue, sin, whatever, these young people totally 
let go of their burdens and turn them over to the Lord.  
You could also call Die day a day of wrestling…a day of coming to terms with the reality of one’s sin, one’s issues, 
one’s need for help, one’s need for a Savior…because ultimately we realize that we cannot change and be healed 
and transformed on our own…we need God which comes through the healing power of our triune God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. 

 
One of many teens who experienced this wrestling and transformation by God was 
Catie Brown.  Listen to her poem entitled “Search for Myself” 
 

I USED TO BE SEARCHING— 
FOR WHAT, I DIDN’T KNOW. 
LIKE A FEATHER IN THE WIND, 
NO PURPOSE – NO DIRECTION. 
UNEXPECTED TURNS. 
FLYING UPWARD ONE MINUTE,  
THEN SUDDENLY CRASHING TO THE GROUND. 
But now I see clearly. 
I see the path I want to travel— 
It is a narrow path, 
Still full of hairpin turns. 
But now they don’t send me crashing.                    (Catie Brown in 1993)  
Instead, the trials make me stronger.        
I have found the faith.  By Catie Brown        
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I don’t recall what Catie confessed and all that she was going through at that time in her life as a young teen.  What I 
DO know is that her parents kept in touch with us for YEARS through Christmas letters always telling us what God 
had been doing in their daughter’s life.  God got a hold of her like God got a hold of Jacob in a wrestling move, and 
the story that unfolded could only be explained by the power and glory of God. 

 
The new life Jesus gives us is meant to be lived. 
The Holy Spirit of God puts us in a divine workshop, and there, the Spirit is molding us, transforming us, CHANGING 
US, from the inside out, to be more and more what we are designed to be in the mind of God. We are being 
transformed day to day, which means we are making changes in how we think, what we believe, and how we act, all 
for the sake of aligning us more and more to the good and gracious will of God.   

 
 
 

 
The Gospel for the day is a well-known story about ten lepers who were all cured by a 
miracle of Jesus.  All were cured, but really ONLY ONE was healed – the one who 
acknowledged the blessing of a new life with thanksgiving, realizing it was all a gift of 
grace.  This deep sense of gratitude for undeserved second chances is the beginning of 
real health, and is the start of what will likely become a whole series of changes God will 
work in a willing person. This Samaritan leper man, now healed, is then told by Jesus to 
go live his new life.  

 
 
 
The truth is, that if we enjoy good health, it is for a purpose. Health is not something we are owed. It is a gift.   And if 
we are given health and wholeness it is meant to inspire in us FOR two things:  

 First, health is not meant to be taken for granted. It is, rather, a gift which should move us to deep 
thanksgiving and real praise to the Creator who gives us life and breath.  

 Second, health is given for a missional purpose. If we are strong it is so that we can serve with 
strength. Health becomes a calling to be healing agents in a broken world. Wherever people 
experience illness, disorder, sickness, and death, the healthy are sent to serve, to be a sign of God’s 
presence, and to be a sign of hope. Those who believe their health is all about enabling them to 
selfishly enjoy every indulgence with no thought of those who struggle…have missed the point. They 
may be ‘cured,’ but they are not ‘healed.’   

 
Maybe that’s why I’m so excited to send a mission team from St. Olaf’s to Swaziland to join our missionary, Carol 
Leair, and to come alongside the children and adults suffering from the loss of loved ones through HIV Aids, who 
lack employment and need ways to make an income in which we, as the healthy and able and skilled, can teach 
them a skill to make a living.  We, the healthy, are sent to encourage people, build them up, love them, strengthen 
and equip them in the name of our gentle healer, Jesus. 

 
We are all in the Holy Spirit’s workshop. What are some of the changes the Spirit is working in your life?  
Perhaps a former addicted lifestyle involved you in a certain circle of friends who shared the same proclivity.  
 Now the Spirit is calling you to make a change, and to get a whole new set of healthier friends.  
Perhaps your workaholic lifestyle dominated your calendar in a way that made your relationships dysfunctional.  
 Now the Spirit is calling you to a more balanced schedule, one that includes quality and quantity time with 
 those you most cherish.  
Perhaps you have set up your life so that there has been zero time with God one-on-one in prayer and meditation.  
 Now the Spirit is inviting you to set up regular divine appointments, times for doing spiritual readings and 
 prayers, time that allows you to reflect on your life and the changes.  
God is working in you. Whatever areas of your life need tending too, in the spirit of God’s unconditional acceptance 
and love, you are now on a path of growth, and growth involves change. Anyone in Christ is a new creation; the old 
is passing away, behold, the new is coming. 2 Corinthians 5:17 

 
 
 
 



In the first reading we find an illustration of transformation in the story of 
Jacob.  Jacob was a tricky man who manipulated his own father into giving 
him the inheritance. Now he was in trouble. And he ran. But there’s no 
running from God, who is everywhere waiting for us.  So in the long night of 
struggle over what he had done, Jacob wrestled with the angel of the Lord 
(really with God), until he came to a new place and then was blessed by 
God for a new calling; as a sign of the new promising life he was receiving, 
Jacob received a new name to go with it.  Now his name would become 
‘Israel,’ a name which means something like ‘God rules’ or ‘God is strong.’ 
From now on Jacob would seek to live under God’s good rule and would 
find his strength in the strength of God’s care and purposes. 

 
 
What changes do you believe you are being called to live more fully into the wholeness God wants for you? Before 
attempting to adjust anything in your life, first be sure to wrestle through any issues you have with God, so that your 
life is centered in God first. That’s the step that leads to real and lasting positive changes that spell health, 
wholeness, peace, and life, or what our Jewish friends call, Shalom. So, like the grateful leper, the first thing to do is 
come back to the Lord, express your deep gratitude and humble thanksgiving, and only then, hear the Lord send you 
out to live your new life.   Let’s pray… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Olaf’s is hosting families the week of October 23rd.  We 
are in dire need for volunteers to volunteer for this 
important community outreach.  Sign up in the Gathering 
area or let Justine know how you can help.  Go to: 
http://www.st-olaf.org/upcoming-service-opportunities/  to get 
more details on the many ways you can help out! 
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