
 

Pastor’s Note 
A weekly letter from Pr. Tom Pietz, St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 
Last weekend, October 23rd, I gave a 

homework assignment to send me a 

photo of your chair.  I got 3.  I’m 

thankful for three, but thought a few 

more of you must have your chair, your 

sacred space to be with God.  Even if it’s 

a deer stand .  So send them in to 

tompietz@live.com or via text photo to 

262-490-4057. 
 

 
 
 

Oct. 
29-30 

 

Restoration: Recycle Pain 
Ecc 4:9-12 
2 Co 5:17-20 
Lk 24:44-48 

 
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 The Value of a Friend 
9 Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. 10 For if they fall, one will lift up 
the other; but woe to one who is alone and falls and does not have another to help. 11 Again, if two lie 
together, they keep warm; but how can one keep warm alone? 12 And though one might prevail against 
another, two will withstand one. A threefold cord is not quickly broken. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:17-20 
17 So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has 
become new! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the 
ministry of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself,[a] not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20 So we are ambassadors for 
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Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 
God. 
 

Luke 24:44-48 
44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything 
written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened 
their minds to understand the scriptures, 46 and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah[a] is to 
suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses[b] of these things. 
 

 
 
I would love to sit down with each and every single one of you and be most real, most vulnerable in sharing 
mutually some of the most painful experiences of suffering we have had in our lives.  There’s something 
powerful and most healing when we share such experiences in a safe place without need for holding back 
for there would be no judgement, no blame, shame, or guilt…just open sharing and mutual consolation.   
 

It’s amazing how much our suffering shapes our lives.  It can be the heaviest burden, which is totally 
understandable.  Or it could be something that God’s Holy Spirit is doing a mighty work in and then through 
us so to minister to others.  It’s hard to imagine that we’d undergo such suffering for no purpose at all, so 
maybe the suffering we do go through has a point, a purpose, a higher purpose that God uses for His 
glory, to bring forth His kingdom through us, the very body of Christ, the church. 
 

In this Luke’s Gospel reading, Jesus the risen Lord appears to his disciples and takes time to teach them 
about the place of the suffering of the Cross in the plan of redemption and resurrection. He is explaining to 
these post-resurrection followers some of the reasons for the suffering and pain he endured, and how they 
now are witnesses for him and must share the story of redemption with all the world, beginning right at 
home in Jerusalem.  
 

What do we, as people of faith, do with the big disappointments, the deep losses, the great injustices, and 
the hurts that accompany our journey through this broken old world? In John’s Gospel, Jesus’ last teaching 
before his crucifixion includes his honest yet hopeful statement: In this world you will have troubles, but 
behold, I have overcome the world. In Luke, on the other side of the Cross and Empty Tomb, Jesus 
teaches those same disciples that his suffering was part of God’s good plan from the ages, fulfilling 
everything started in Moses and declared by the prophets. He tells them that it was necessary that he 
suffer, that the Messiah must suffer and then be raised to life. In other words, the Cross was part of his 
destiny of victory.   
 

In this teaching, we are being told that God is ultimately in control of everything that occurs, including the 
things that are against God’s good will. The world is not half good and half bad, half God’s and half 
Satan’s. It is all God’s. By coming in Christ and sharing our human plight, God has drawn all suffering into 
God’s own divine being. Jesus is saying that his Father, via the Cross and Empty Tomb, has completed a 
plan in the works from the beginning of time, to reconcile everything – the joy and pain – to himself. Now 
there is one world – God’s world. Because of the Cross, there is no pain or loss that is outside God’s 
rule, and which eventually will not be put to some valuable purpose for the sake of Christ.  This 
means that both our joys and our sorrows will be mixed in a way that will become some benefit and good.  
 

Often, behind our greatest pains and hurts lies our greatest gift and purpose. Think of how many 
recovering alcoholics are helping other alcoholics in ways no one else can. Think how many divorced 
people are helping others survive and even thrive after the loss of a love. Think how cancer patients help 
others with cancer, or how bereaved parents can help other moms and dads who experience the horrific 
loss of a child. On and on it goes. This is not an easy teaching but it is one filled with real hope amid life’s 
real suffering points.  
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Let me put it this way, God will never waste a wound, and that in fact, God has chosen what is weak in 
the world to deliver the greatest strengths.   
 

Last week I had several points that started with what letter?  S, that’s right.  I feel like I’m in Sesame Street 
mode, don’t you think.  And today’s letter is…?  Any guesses?  What comes after S?  That’s right, T! 
This week it’s 5 T’s 
 
So what are some practical responses that we might consider regarding this message? First, it’s… 

 
1) Truth     Honesty is the best policy around disappointments. We do not need to 
whitewash the nasty sides of life or cover them over with platitudes. So many things 
that come our way just simply ‘suck’! Being honest will help move us through the 
valleys. Can I get an “amen” to that?  AMEN!  Secondly… 
 
2) Talk     While some people are more suited to ‘talk 
therapy’ and others more to ‘doing therapy,’ everyone 
does benefit from talking about their struggles. A 
trusted friend or pastor can be an angel from God sent 

     to walk you through the wilderness with hope. Thirdly…  
 

3) Time     While it’s such a lie to say ‘time heals all 
things,’ there is nevertheless a grace in time. Over 
time, the pain subsides to more tolerable levels. Over 
time, some perspectives and wisdom may develop. 
Over time, one may discover a ministry they are called 
to because of the cross they have had to bear. 
Fourthly…(white surrender flag) 
 
4) Trust     Every day in a wilderness walk calls for 

      surrender. Every day calls for acceptance of what 
      cannot be changed. Every day can be an  
      opportunity to experience the faithfulness and 
      support of a God who loves us and will provide just 
      enough help to keep us going.  And finally the 
      Good News of our ultimate hope of healing in the 
      resurrection calls for a response of trust and faith. 
      When we grasp the size of this grand hope in 
      Christ, the glory day of joy becomes all the more 
      gloriously anticipated. And finally…  

 
5) Tell     Like the disciples, Jesus sends us as witnesses to the hope and 
resurrection amid a harsh and often hopeless world. You are my witnesses. This 
is a fact statement. We ARE his witnesses. We each have a story of faith to tell. 
There is really no one else better qualified to tell our story than we are. We are 
the expert witnesses to how God works in our own lives. And we are not to keep 
our story to ourselves. Even if it includes embarrassing things, we must share 
what we know – like the disciples, starting close to home, and then outward 
toward the world wherever God opens a door. This is a key way the Lord God 
redeems our sufferings, turning them all, in as much as we are willing, into 
avenues of mission we may take for the sake of the amazing Kingdom of God.   

  
 
 



Let us pray: 
 

Lord, you know our pain and our suffering.  You too experienced this and went through it all, even death on 
a cross, to forgive us, to set us free, and to give us abundant life now and life forever.  Lord, use the trials 
of this life to see your mercies in disguise and to share such mercy and grace with the world, in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 
 
 
 
“Blessings” youtube 
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=blessings+youtube+video&&view=detail&mid=9F08ABA585AE011
68FB09F08ABA585AE01168FB0&rvsmid=9F08ABA585AE01168FB09F08ABA585AE01168FB0&fsscr=0
&FORM=VDMCNL  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS WEEKEND 
 

 
Sunday, November 6th 

 
**Daylight Saving Time Ends 
TURN CLOCKS BACK 1 HOUR 

 
  
 

       **New Member Sunday  
      Come to the 9:00 service.  We will welcome two new families to  
      St. Olaf’s.   
      - The Kuzenski family  
      - The Kirkhofer family 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Olaf Lutheran Church 
W653 Roosevelt Rd 
Rubicon, WI 53027 

920-474-7042 
www.st-olaf.org 

Email: stolafpastor@gmail.com 
Worship: Saturday 5:00pm  

            Sunday 9:00am 
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