
Pastor’s Note 
A weekly letter from Pr. Tom Pietz, St. Olaf Lutheran Church 

 
 

 
The Pietz family went on a 
cruise, paddling the 
rushing water of 
Deertrak’s pond with a 
great French Voyageur fur 
trader.  What an 
interesting experience to 
listen to the different 
people groups, their role 
in their time, and the 
impact they had on the 
world they lived in. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
This coming Sunday, we get to hear stories about a couple in our congregation 
who had a significant impact on so many lives through their spiritual gifts of 
Christian hospitality and generosity.  That couple is Ethel and Milton Bliss.  Pastor 
Larry and Liz Westfield will be leading the Education hour at 10:15am in our 
Fellowship Hall.  Be sure to attend.  We still have a lot of books available in my 
office, let me know if you’d like to read one.   
 

 
 
Carpe Diem!  Seize the Day.  Folks, I turn 50 this year and though my dad is 93, none of us knows how 
long we will live.  So I have chosen to seize rare opportunities or moments that arise in life because 
tomorrow may be my last day.  So, here’s one of them, and I invite you to join me and a mission team 
forming from St. Olaf’s to go to Swaziland to serve alongside our own missionary, Carol Leair.  An e-
mail blast of the details was sent earlier today.  If you are curious at all, please join us on Sunday, Oct. 
16th, after coffee hour to hear more.  Let your fears go… the transportation, lodging, and food will be quite 
comfortable and pleasing I’ve been told.  God is up to something and the Holy Spirit may be calling YOU to 
step out in faith and service, to not only remember the poor, but to LOVE them in person…wow! 
 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, on behalf of the Pietz family we say, thank you!  We are feeling so blessed, 
so encouraged, so welcomed and loved in just two months of being with you.  Thank you!  It’s official now.  
You are stuck with me, at least for 2 years.   
 

In our assessment process so far with our Cottage Meetings and original inquiries in early August, we have 
taken to heart your feedback and dreams. 
 

It was made very clear that our top priority is ministering well to our younger generations.  I am so excited 
about this emphasis.  We have several unique, fun, and faith inspiring opportunities planned for our young 
people.  Clayton Klink is leading our Senior High youth on Sunday mornings in digging deeper in the life 
and faith matters.  I look forward to Box City, Teens Encounter Christ Retreat Weekend, our Summer 



Mission Adventure Trip, among other things.  I enjoy leading songs with my wife with the children following 
worship.  We are so blessed to have as many children as we do participating.  Finally, we are preparing for 
a Youth-led service for November that may become a regular thing. 
 

Here’s the message from yesterday…enjoy!  

~Pastor Tom 

 

 

 

Psalm 51:6-12 (NRSV) 
6 You desire truth in the inward being;[a] 
    therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 
7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
    wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 
    let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 
9 Hide your face from my sins, 
    and blot out all my iniquities. 
10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
    and put a new and right[b] spirit within me. 
11 Do not cast me away from your presence, 
    and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
    and sustain in me a willing[c] spirit. 
 

1 John 1:6-9 
6 If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is 
true; 7 but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Luke 19:1-10  Jesus and Zacchaeus 
19Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2 A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief 
tax collector and was rich. 3 He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, 
because he was short in stature. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he 
was going to pass that way. 5 When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, 
hurry and come down; for I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he hurried down and was happy to 
welcome him. 7 All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the guest of one who is a 
sinner.” 8 Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the 
poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as much.” 9 Then Jesus said to 
him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man 
came to seek out and to save the lost.” 
 
This Zacchaeus encounter with Jesus is one of my favorites in the entire Bible.  I just get pumped every 
time I read it and reflect on it. 
 

If you can get over that he’s a little guy, like Gerry Bohen (who says great things come in small packages), 
who scurries up a tree to get a better view of the action, which Roger Johnson does all the time, then you 
can get down to his real social situation.  Zach was detestable…people broke the commandments of thou 
shalt not kill or bear false witness because they talked about him in such negative ways that would kill his 
spirit if he heard these words face to face.  Why did people literally hate Zacchaeus?  Because he took 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+51%3A6-12&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14698a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+51%3A6-12&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14702b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+51%3A6-12&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-14704c


more money from them than was necessary.  He was the CHIEF, the main dude tax collector, whose 
cronies would go door to door and say, “Pony up”, pass the offering plate (that was NOT optional) and 
charge more than the standard tax.  Why?  Because the extra would be what these Roman Government 
officials would live on.  Seems reasonable, but it got to be excess…simply put.  It was greedy…bigtime!  
Zach and his minions would party on over at his pad, eat, drink and be merry, consuming more than was 
necessary if you know what I mean .   
 

So Jesus, this rabbi teacher, this messiah figure...comes to town.  Now it’s one thing that he walks through 
the crowd with people oooing and aawwwing, but it’s totally another to look up and call Zach by name and 
say, “Hey, come on down Zacchaeus, I want to come over to your place!” 
 
You can just hear the people murmuring…no way!  That greedy guy…..you are going over to His place, 
Jesus?  He doesn’t deserve that.  He’s not worthy!  
 

For Zach, he’s freaking out because outside of his cronies, NOBODY would want to hang out with 
him…but to have this amazing guy Jesus saying, ‘Can I come over?”  It’s a play date any kid or adult would 
dream of! 
 

So let me emphasize this again.  No one would eat with such a rascal. No one would be seen under the 
roof of such a scoundrel. No one would offer to be so generous and gracious to such an obvious sinner. 
But Jesus did. He went to his house, entered it, was willing to dine with him, and give this man of short 
stature a real lift in the community’s eyes. 
 

What happened over that one key encounter with Jesus IN ZACCHAEUS’s HOME? 
 

Zacchaeus comes clean. The grace of Jesus moves him to confess that he has taken much by his greed. 
And through this admission he begins in an extravagant way to try to create a plan to make amends, to 
return what he stole, and to do so many times over.   That’s when Jesus declares, “Salvation has come to 
this house.”  
 

When Jesus comes into our messy lives with nothing but pure grace, his amazing presence releases us 
from the bondage of our greed or lust or whatever selfish ways we have made habitual. And it frees us to 
name our flaws and our defects and our mistakes and our sins, so that by our confession, we will be free of 
them and the sickness of guilt with which they have infected us. ‘Confession is good for the soul,’ it is 
said. It can actually save lives. It can save relationships. It can save mental health. It can save physical 
well-being, reduce headaches, backaches, sleeplessness, anxiety, depression, and a host of things that 
can be traced to unresolved guilt.  
 

Lutherans believe that believers can go directly to God with their sins and be assured that honest 
confession of them will in every case receive full forgiveness, free and clear. But sometimes that private, 
secret confession just doesn’t do the job for our peace of mind. It doesn’t work to comfort a troubled 

conscience. In that case, it’s time to tell another trusted friend. Tell your pastor. (If you’d like to meet 

with me for personal confession, contact me, and we will meet in a safe place so that you 

may be listened to well, prayed for, and receive absolution so to help you in coming clean 

and letting go of this burden in your life.)  Tell a trusted small group. Tell a soul mate. Tell a 

compassionate friend. But tell someone! That person will be a physical face of God for you, telling you in 
person, ‘You are forgiven. Fully. Freely. Go in peace.’ There’s nothing quite so healing for the soul and so 
liberating for the mind and so healthy for the body. So come clean. Jesus will declare about your place – 
‘Salvation has come to this house.’ 
 

Sometimes people will be convicted of their sin, like Zach, and immediately change on the spot.  Others 
need some prompting:   
 

I think of my dear friend and colleague, Pr. Kay who eventually remarried after a tragic accident of 
 her first husband.  Her second husband, Paul, had not been married before.  And soon in their 
 marriage she discovered he had been a closet alcoholic.  Paul landed in the hospital due to his 
 overdrinking and as Kay realized their marriage could no longer go on “as is” she asked me to join 



 her in confronting her husband of his addiction.  I had never done that before.  But having studied to 
 become a Christian counselor, I knew it was the right thing to do.  The Holy Spirit gave us the words 
 to speak, the clear and direct approach with a balance of compassion, mercy, and steadfast love 
 that he needed to see him through to the next steps in the journey.  He came clean.  It wasn’t an 
 easy journey to refrain from drinking and to get help through the help of AA, but he is a new man 
 today and their marriage is strong.  
 

I’m sure it was a bit more messy than I just described.  Many situations like this involve a time of separation 
and often the offender confessing their sin or admitting they need help and asking for forgiveness in the 
process of coming clean. 
 
Others have a much less severe issue but still aggravating nonetheless.  Do you know of anyone who is 
hooked on video games or those games on smart phones?  Yes, we have three children in our household, 
not to be named, who we have put in treatment .  Well, not quite.  I took the devices contributing to their 
addiction, with me to work a few days ago and my wife Kris said it was such a good day to be around them, 
outside some withdrawal symptoms at first …although there was a little weeping and gnashing of teeth 
as the children became frustrated. We knew their addiction, it was out in the open for all to see, except for 
one child who would close his door in his room much of the day to “study” but who knows how much time 
he was on his game .  Yes, Pastor’s kids who are homeschooled have issues too, that’s for sure.  
Sometimes it takes outside sources to help people come clean.  This took us as parents to “get engaged” 
and address the issue that was obvious but was not dealt with in a way that had solid results in the past. 
 

Others need it spelled out to them…possibly in a creative way.  I think of King David, once a young lad who 
threw stones to take out a giant, a simple shepherd then made king.  With such success came 
overconfidence and an “entitlement mentality” that led him to pursue something that was not his, 
Bathsheba, and then to cover things up, he set up to take out her husband.  And this was the most 
honorable “man after God’s own heart”…really? 
 

So for David to come clean, he needed a friend who really cared.  And that friend was Nathan.  Listen to 
this profound scripture reading from 2nd Samuel chapter 12: 
 

12 So the LORD sent Nathan to David. Nathan came to David and said, “There were two men in a certain 
city. One was rich, and the other was poor. 2 The rich man had a very large number of sheep and cows, 
3 but the poor man had only one little female lamb that he had bought. He raised her, and she grew up in 
his home with his children. She would eat his food and drink from his cup. She rested in his arms and was 
like a daughter.  4 “Now, a visitor came to the rich man. The rich man thought it would be a pity to take one 
of his own sheep or cattle to prepare a meal for the traveler. So he took the poor man’s lamb and prepared 
her for the traveler.”  5 David burned with anger against the man. “I solemnly swear, as the LORD lives,” he 
said to Nathan, “the man who did this certainly deserves to die! 6 And he must pay back four times the price 
of the lamb because he did this and had no pity.”   
 

7 “You are the man!” Nathan told David. “This is what the LORD God of Israel says: I anointed you king over 
Israel and rescued you from Saul. 8 I gave you your master Saul’s house and his wives. I gave you the 
house of Israel and Judah. And if this weren’t enough, I would have given you even more. 9 Why did you 
despise my word by doing what I considered evil? You had Uriah the Hittite killed in battle. You took his 
wife as your wife. You used the Ammonites to kill him. 10 So warfare will never leave your house because 
you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.  11 “This is what the LORD says: I will 
stir up trouble against you within your own household, and before your own eyes I will take your wives and 
give them to someone close to you. He will go to bed with your wives in broad daylight. 12 You did this 
secretly, but I will make this happen in broad daylight in front of all Israel.”  13 Then David said to Nathan, “I 
have sinned against the LORD.”  Nathan replied, “The LORD has taken away your sin; you will not die. 14 But 
since you have shown total contempt for the LORD by this affair, the son that is born to you must die.” 
15 Then Nathan went home. 
 

Wow!  Can you imagine?  Yes, his son did die.  But that’s not the end of the story.  David’s grief and 
contrite heart were deeply evident to God. God then had mercy on David.  David and Bathsheba had 



another child, a son, and his name was Solomon.  Yes, the great king Solomon and man of wisdom in 
whom we got the books of Proverbs, Song of Solomon, and Ecclesiastes.   
David is known for his candid prayers in the Psalms, as many are attributed to him.  Psalm 51, that we 
read today and we read every Ash Wednesday, is about coming clean and asking God to create in us a 
clean heart.  This psalm 51 has been put to song by many songwriters.  My favorite version is by the late 
Keith Green.  Let’s join together in singing it three times through. 
 

 

 
 

     

HAPPENING THIS WEEK 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 

 

 

St. Olaf Lutheran Church 
W653 Roosevelt Rd 
Rubicon, WI 53027 

920-474-7042 
www.st-olaf.org 

Email: stolafpastor@gmail.com 
Worship: Saturday 5:00pm  

            Sunday 9:00am 

 

Next Cottage Meeting 
 Thursday, October 6th  6:00-7:30pm @ Ron & Linda Egelseer’s Home 
                         W733 Harding Rd, Rubicon 

 

 Beer Snobs for “Beer & Hymns” 
122 Cottonwood Ave. Sunday, October 9th   4:00p.m. 
Hartland WI   Come for good food and to watch/listen/sing with  
beersnobshartland.com and heckle Pastor Tom and band  

    
     
    

 

Adult Ed Presentation 
Sunday, October 9th 10:15a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
Referencing the book “Ethilton Farms…”  

  

http://www.st-olaf.org/
mailto:stolafpastor@gmail.com

